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Objectives: Studies which have examined the role of pornography among individuals who sexually
offend have produced no definitive relationship between the consumption of pornography and
sexual offense behaviors. The present study had two central research questions: 1) Are there
distinct differences among individuals and the perceived role of pornography in their sexual
offenses when compared using risk levels as measured by the STATIC, STABLE, and the overall
score? 2) What are the common themes among individual’s experiences regarding pornography
and how do they construct the role of pornography in their offending and in their lives postrelease?

Methodology: Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 100 male individuals who were
convicted of a sexual offense and who were incarcerated in a minimum-security correctional
institution. Risk level data was provided for each participant by the Department of Corrections Sex
Offender Services. A mixed-methods approach was used in order to explore the central research
questions. A chi-square analysis was used to examine whether there were any key differences
among individuals of varying risk levels as assessed by the STATIC, the STABLE, and when
available, the combined overall score. A qualitative inductive analysis was performed using the
NVIVO software program in order to explore the participant’s stories and search for common
themes which emerged from the data regarding the role of pornography and access to pornography
post release.
Findings: Chi-square analyses revealed no significant quantitative differences between risk level
and age of onset. There were no significant differences between risk level and the role of
pornography in the offenses, type of pornography viewed, and desire for access post-release. The
results of the qualitative analysis revealed several common themes: Porn as consuming, Porn as
facilitating, and Learning control. Individuals frame pornography use in distinct ways and some
individuals felt that access to pornography would decrease their risk of re-offense.

Implications: The results of this study have several implications for policy and treatment. First, it
appears there is no relationship between the level of risk as measured by the STATIC and the
STABLE and the role of pornography in sexual offense behavior. Thus, using risk assessment data to
inform policies surrounding use of adult media would not be a best practice. Approximately half of
the sample wanted access post release but some recognized that they lacked proper education or
needed tools to assist them with healthy consumption. It may be useful for correctional institutions
to move from addiction-based models of treatment to porn literacy models which can educate and
inform on healthy use. Rather than a blanket restrictive policy, a harm reduction model of
pornography which allows but restricts use and which promotes safe practices, may be more
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effective at reducing recidivism, preventing parole violations, and protecting the resources of
correctional staff tasked with monitoring and supervision.
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