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The ATSA conference consistently offers unequaled opportunities for learning,
professional growth, networking and dissemination of the latest research findings
with regard to the prevention of sexual abuse through effective interventions
with identified and potential abusers.
Although the past year has challenged us in more ways than we would like, it is
through embracing Our New Reality with Resilience and Reconnection that holds
our field together and keeps it strong. If you are new to ATSA, welcome! And if
you are returning, it is so good to see you once again!
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CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE
Tuesday
September 28

12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Student Reception - By Students, For Students
2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Bonus Plenary To Be Announced -- ATSA Members Only

3:45 p.m. - 5:45 p.m.
Opening Reception

Wednesday
September 29

8:00 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.
Conference Opening & Award Presentation
8:15 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.
Plenary Session with Dr. Michiel de Vries Robbé & Dr. Mark E. Olver
9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Pre-Conference Seminars – AM
11:45 a.m. – 1:45 p.m.
Pre-Conference Seminars – MID
2:15 p.m. – 4:15 p.m.
Pre-Conference Seminars – PM
4:15 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
End of Day Wrap-Up

Thursday
September 30

8:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m.
Conference Opening & Award Presentation
8:15 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.
Plenary Session to be announced soon!
10:15 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
Concurrent Sessions - AM
12:45 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.
Concurrent Sessions – MID
2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Concurrent Sessions – PM
4:10 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
End of Day Wrap-Up and Posters

Friday
October 1

8:00 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.
Conference Opening & Award Presentation
8:15 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.
Plenary Session with Dr. Jill Levenson
10:15 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
Concurrent Sessions - AM
12:45 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.
Concurrent Sessions – MID
2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Concurrent Sessions – PM
4:10 p.m. – 5:00 p.m
End of Day Wrap-Up and Posters
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PLENARY SESSION 1
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 29
8:15 AM - 9:15 AM

Michiel de Vries Robbé, PhD
Psychologist, Senior
Researcher
Amsterdam University
Medical Center

Mark E. Olver, PhD, RD Psych
Department of Psychology,
University of Saskatchewan

Research and Practice Developments in the Assessment and
Enhancement of Protective Factors: Toward Reducing Risk and
Strengthening Community Safety and Wellbeing
Protective factors refer to salutary agents that mitigate risk for harmful behavior and increase the potential for
prosocial functioning and wellbeing. The last 10 years has witnessed a major rise in our knowledge about protective
factors and their role and relevance in the assessment, treatment, and management of justice involved populations,
including persons with a history of sexual offending. The use of formalized operationalizations of protective factors
such as the Structured Assessment of Protective Factors for violence risk (SAPROF; de Vogel et al., 2009), and its
derivatives (e.g., SAPROF-Youth Version; de Vries Robbé et al., 2015), have furthered research and clinical application,
as well as bolstered the credibility of the protective factors construct. Aiming to also make this incremental positive
approach more applicable for the assessment and treatment of individuals with a history of sexual offending, recently
specific guidelines were developed for evaluating protective factors for sexual offending (SAPROF-SO; Willis et al.,
2021).
This plenary will discuss recent lines of applied research featuring SAPROF-measured protective factors with justice
involved youth and adult populations, with and without a history of sexual offending, in community and custodial
settings. We present evidence to show that protective factors: 1) predict decreased recidivism, 2) predict increased
positive outcomes, 3) can be increased for the better with treatment or other purposive change agents (including
sexual offense specific services), 4) that such changes are often associated with decreased risk and recidivism, and 5)
protective factors are often incrementally predictive of such outcomes beyond formalized measures of risk. Debate
remains, however, to what extent changes in protection are independent of decreases in risk (are they different sides
of the same coin) as well as optimal methods for integrating risk and protective factor information in case planning.
We conclude with some suggested guidelines and applications of recent findings for clinical practice along with
recommendations for further research.
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TABLE OF CONTENTS
Click Session Titles For Abstracts

Wednesday September 29

A.M. Pre- Con Sessions
W-AM-01: How Well Does My Program Align with Best Practices? (Part 1)
W-AM-02: Sexual Offender Civil Commitment: Overview and Recommendations for Program Development, Evaluation,
Treatment and Management
W-AM-03: Assessment and Treatment Considerations for Offenders Who Access Child Sexual Exploitation Materials
(Part 1)
W-AM-04: Enhancing the Therapeutic Relationship and Group Cohesion Through Decolonization
W-AM-05: Compassion Focused Therapy (CFT) & Forensic Practice – the Application of CFT to Working With People
Who Commit Sexual Offences (Part 1)
W-AM-06: Autism & Sexuality: Understanding the Impact of ASD on Your Juvenile Client
W-AM-07: Understanding and Treating Youth with Callous/Unemotional Features

MIDDAY Pre- Con Sessions
W-MID-01: How Well Does My Program Align with Best Practices? (part 2)
W-MID-02: Introduction to the Assessment and Treatment of Adolescents Who Have Sexually Offended (Part 1)
W-MID-03:Assessment and Treatment Considerations for Offenders Who Access Child Sexual Exploitation Materials
(Part 2)
W-MID-04:Ethical Practice in a Virtual World: Ethics of Telehealth Services Delivery (Part 1)
W-MID-05:Compassion Focused Therapy (CFT) & Forensic Practice – the Application of CFT to Working With People
Who Commit Sexual Offences (Part 2)
W-MID-06:Together: Helping Families Help Youth
W-MID-07:Ten Key Strengths-Based Concepts and Interventions

P.M. Pre- Con Sessions
W-PM-01: Autism & Sexuality: Understanding the Impact of ASD on Your Adult Client
W-PM-02: Introduction to the Assessment and Treatment of Adolescents Who Have Sexually Offended (Part 2)
W-PM-03:Mission Impossible? Teaching Sexual Health to Individuals who Commit Sexual Offenses
W-PM-04:Ethical Practice in a Virtual World: Ethics of Telehealth Services Delivery (Part 2)
W-PM-05:Free Student Workshop: Preparing the Next Generation
W-PM-06:Considering Developmental Trauma and Pornography Consumption in the Treatment of Sexually Abusive
Youth
W-PM-07:One Size Does Not Fit All: Treatment of ID Youth with Sexual Behavior Problems
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TABLE OF CONTENTS
Click Session Titles For Abstracts

Thursday September 30
A.M. Concurrent Sessions
TH-AM-01: Violence Risk Scale-Sexual Offense Version (VRS-SO) Training (Part 1)
TH-AM-02:Self Generation and Sharing of Sexually Explicit Images by Minors
TH-AM-03:The Use of the ACUTE 2007 to Inform Supervision Strategies
TH-AM-04:Being Victim Centered while working with Sexual Abusers
TH-AM-05:Looking Forward and Looking Back: Estimating Lifetime Recidivism and Time to Desistance
TH-AM-06:Ramping Treatment Adapting Traditional Treatment Strategies for Offenders with Intellectual and
Developmental Disabilities
TH-AM-07:New Psychiatric/Psychological Unit working with the Roman Catholic Church, France in cases of Pedophilia,
Sexual Aggression
TH-AM-08:Hypersexuality and Paraphilic behaviors in Normative Populations
TH-AM-09:The New Reality of the Use of Technology in Providing Therapy
TH-AM-10:AIM3: Reframing the Assessment of Youth with Harmful Sexual Behaviour
TH-AM-11:Engagement of Youth, Families & Treatment Providers in Elements of Fun to create learning, growth and prosocial skill development
TH-AM-12:Sex Education by Tik Tok? How Clinicians Can Promote Healthy Sexual Development in the Digital World

MIDDAY Concurrent Sessions
TH-MID-01: Violence Risk Scale-Sexual Offense Version (VRS-SO) Training (Part 2)
TH-MID-02: To Act or Not to Act: Understanding Bystander Behaviour in the Canadian Armed Forces
TH-MID-03: Community-based Supervision and Management of Individuals with Sex Offense Convictions: A Framework
for Promoting Evidence-Based Practice
TH-MID-04: Implementation of the Principles of Risk-Needs-Responsivity in a Sex Offender Program for Clients with
Compromised Executive Functioning
TH-MID-05: Meeting the Needs of Women Who Commit Sexually Motivated Offenses
TH-MID-06: Therapist Guide to a Sexual Exploitation of Children Investigation
TH-MID-07: Trauma-Informed Resilience & Reconnection: SOTX Supervision & Peer Consultation
TH-MID-08: Examining Relationships between PPG Stimuli and A Visual Reaction Test of Sexual Interest
TH-MID-09: Best Practices Working With Support Groups of Individuals Who Have Sexually Offended
TH-MID-10: How to Use the Sex Offender Treatment Intervention and Progress Scale (SOTIPS)
TH-MID-11: Neurodevelopmentally-Based Practical Assessment and Treatment Methods for Juveniles Who Sexually
Offended
TH-MID-12: Rebooting Our Approach: A Framework for Addressing Teenagers’ Use of Sexual Digital Content
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Click Session Titles For Abstracts

Thursday September 30
P.M. Concurrent Sessions
TH-PM-01: Violence Risk Scale-Sexual Offense Version (VRS-SO) Training (Part 3)
TH-PM-02:Humanizing and healing approaches to those who have sexually offended: Innovations from New Zealand
TH-PM-03:Men Who Sexually Offend Over the Age of 60
TH-PM-04:Helping Caregivers Respond When a Loved One Causes Sexual Harm
TH-PM-05:Forging a New Reality in Sexual Recidivism Risk Assessment: From the Pilot to Version 1 of the Structured
Assessment of Protective Factors for Violence Risk - Sexual Offence Version
TH-PM-06:Assessing Child Sexual Abuse Allegations
TH-PM-07:Supervising the New Clinician: Helping Acclimate New Therapists to Working in the Field of Sexual Offending
TH-PM-08:What is Healthy Sexuality? An Exploration of Data, Attitudes, and Treatment Implications
TH-PM-09:Covid-19 and Online Treatment: Video and Presentation Tools Step Up
TH-PM-10:Case Formulation with Adolescents who have Engaged in Sexually Abusive Behavior
TH-PM-11:Practice Self-Regulation (PS-R): An Innovative Practice for Preventing PSB
TH-PM-12:8th Annual Student Clinical Case and Data Blitz

Thursday Poster Sessions
TPOST-01: An Exploration of Individual Differences in a Sample of Youth Charged With Violent Sexual and Non-Sexual
Crimes
TPOST-02:Clinician Stigma Towards Individuals who are Sexually Attracted to Children
TPOST-03:Correctional and Forensic Contexts of d/Deaf Persons Who Commit Sexual Offences: Implications for
Assessment and Treatment
TPOST-04:Interdisciplinary Collaboration: Clinical Social Workers and Juvenile Justice Professionals
TPOST-05:Paternal Caregiver Risk Factors for Juvenile Sexual Offending
TPOST-06:Predictive Validity of the Revised Screening Scale for Pedophilic Interests (SSPI-2)
TPOST-07:Reactive and proactive aggression in sexual homicide offenders
TPOST-08:The Effect of Differing Operational Definitions on Sexual Recidivism Rates
TPOST-09:Understanding the Good Lives Model as a Quality of Life Model for Persons with Developmental Disabilities
who have Sexually Offended
TPOST-10:Using the Violence Risk Scale-Sex Offense Version (VRS-SO) With Cross-Over Domestic Violence-Sex Offense
Cases
TPOST-11:What Can We Help You With? A Qualitative Study of the Experiences of Non-Offending Men With a Sexual
Interest in Children Leading to Their Seeking Professional Help
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PLENARY SESSION 4

Jill S. Levenson,
PhD, LCSW
Professor of Social Work,
Barry University

Through the Lens of Trauma: Hindsight Is 2020
If 2020 taught us anything, it is that trauma comes in infinite forms, and it affects us all. Let’s go beyond ACEs (adverse
childhood experiences) to explore the ubiquity of trauma and its impact on us, our clients, our families, and our
communities. Many traumas are easy to identify, and their overt effects are obvious. Often, however, the legacy of
trauma is much more covert, subtle, and insidious. As mental health professionals, we can become more traumainformed when we think outside the box and realize that understanding trauma means changing the way we think
about everything and everyone. This session will challenge participants to think about the work we do in the context
of safety, power, inclusion, privilege, health, partnerships, voice, and choice. Let’s look through the lens of trauma at
ourselves and our clients, and pave a new path to prevention, resilience, and post-traumatic growth.
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Friday October 1
A.M. Concurrent Sessions
FR-AM-01: Using Research to Guide Application of Static-99R (Part 1)
FR-AM-02:Bringing Them Out of the Shadows: Exploring Help-Seeking Behaviour in the Informal Network of Minor
Attracted Persons and (Potential) Offenders of Child Sexual Abuse
FR-AM-03:Offense-Supportive Cognitions and Sexual Aggression in Community Males
FR-AM-04: Cancelled
FR-AM-05:UK Approaches to Preventing Sexual Abuse
FR-AM-06:Navigating Systems to Prioritize & Facilitate Best Practices
FR-AM-07:“What Did I Miss?” When a Client Reoffends: The Impact, The Supervision, and How to Turn Failure Into
Learning and Prevention
FR-AM-08:Digital Safety “101” for Practitioners
FR-AM-09:The Use of Diagnoses in SVP Procedures
FR-AM-10:The BOAT : An Evidenced-Based Tool Kit for the Prevention of Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV)
FR-AM-11:An Open Dialogue: Ask Your Questions About Sibling Sexual Abuse & Reunification
FR-AM-12:Reshaping Evaluation, Treatment, and Safety Planning Strategies to Address Increased Social Isolation for
Youth with ASD

MIDDAY Concurrent Sessions
FR-MID-01: Using Research to Guide Application of Static-99R (Part 2)
FR-MID-02: Social Supports for Child Attracted Persons
FR-MID-03: Five Years in Review: Addressing Deviant Arousal through Arousal Management, What We Have Learned
and Future Implications
FR-MID-04: Conceptualizing High Functioning Treatment Groups for Adults Who Have Sexually Abused
FR-MID-05: Key Policies and Practices to Enhance Outcomes for the Indeterminately Sentenced Sexual Offending
Population
FR-MID-06: An Inclusive and Individualized Response for Victims of Crime with Disabilities- The Adult Advocacy Center
Model
FR-MID-07: Preventing Burnout Amongst Mental Health Professionals Working with Sexual Abusers
FR-MID-08: Culture as a Responsivity Issue: Applying Cultural Humility in Sexual Abuser Treatment
FR-MID-09: Beastiality with SVP Offenders and CEM Offenders
FR-MID-10: Beyond Black Lives Matter: Exploring Cultural Responsivity with Adolescent Sexual Offending
FR-MID-11: Creating, and Sustaining a Successful Youth Advisory in High Risk Environments
FR-MID-12: The Use of Child Advocacy Centers and Collaboration to Respond to Child Sexual Abuse
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Click Session Titles For Abstracts

Friday October 1
P.M. Concurrent Sessions
FR-PM-01: Using Research to Guide Application of Static-99R (Part 3)
FR-PM-02:Exploring the Frontiers of Risk, Protective Factors, and Responsivity
FR-PM-03:Fostering Resilience and Connection: Bridging Restorative Justice and Clinical Practice
FR-PM-04:An Interpersonal Treatment Approach to High Psychopathy Using Group
FR-PM-05:Development and Evaluation of Anonymous and Non-Anonymous Secondary Prevention Services in Canada
FR-PM-06:Using Best Practice to Support Individuals With Intellectual Disabilities With Sexually Problematic Behaviors
in a Community Based, Risk Adverse Environment
FR-PM-07: Cancelled
FR-PM-08:Un(wanted) Sexual Thoughts: Differential Diagnosis and Treatment Implications in OCD and Paraphilic
Disorders
FR-PM-09:The Relationship of Pornography Use and Behavior: First Exposure and College Age Males
FR-PM-10:Enhancing Protective Factors in Youth to Develop Reconnections and Resilience
FR-PM-11:Roadmap to Change: Implementing ATSA Practice Guidelines with Adolescents in Arizona
FR-PM-12:An Introduction to Multisystemic Therapy for Youths With Problem Sexual Behaviors

Friday Poster Sessions
FPOST-01: A Structural Equation Model of Rape Myths in Juror Decision-Making
FPOST-02:Cumulative Traumatic Events as Distinguishable Risks for Youth Sexual Violence: Trauma Symptomatology
and Mitigating Effects of Positive Caregiving Styles
FPOST-03:Effectiveness of Sexual Offender Prevention Policies from a Community Sample’s Perspective
FPOST-04:Navigating Virtual Platforms to Provide Socio-Sexual Education Groups for Persons with
Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities
FPOST-05:Preliminary Results From a Collaborative Project Between Police and Forensic Psychiatry in Treatment and
Investigation of Persons That Use Child Sexual Exploitation Material
FPOST-06:Team Resilience During Team Development Working With Persons Who Committed Sexual Offenses
FPOST-07: The Pandemic: It’s Impact on Us and Self-Care A Review of Survey Data
FPOST-08:The Role of Trauma in the Relationships Between Childhood Maltreatment and Sexual and Non-Sexual
Delinquency
FPOST-09:The Use of Fantasy and Fictional Sexual Outlets and Offending Behavior Among MAPs: What Do We Need To
Know?
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Plenary 1
Research and Practice Developments in the Assessment and Enhancement of Protective
Factors: Toward Reducing Risk and Strengthening Community Safety and Wellbeing
Michiel de Vries Robbé, PhD
Amsterdam University Medical Center
Mark E. Olver, PhD, RD Psych
University of Saskatchewan
Protective factors refer to salutary agents that mitigate risk for harmful behavior and
increase the potential for prosocial functioning and wellbeing. The last 10 years has witnessed a
major rise in our knowledge about protective factors and their role and relevance in the
assessment, treatment, and management of justice involved populations, including persons with a
history of sexual offending. The use of formalized operationalizations of protective factors such as
the Structured Assessment of Protective Factors for violence risk (SAPROF; de Vogel et al., 2009),
and its derivatives (e.g., SAPROF-Youth Version; de Vries Robbé et al., 2015), have furthered
research and clinical application, as well as bolstered the credibility of the protective factors
construct. Aiming to also make this incremental positive approach more applicable for the
assessment and treatment of individuals with a history of sexual offending, recently specific
guidelines were developed for evaluating protective factors for sexual offending (SAPROF-SO; Willis
et al., 2021). This plenary will discuss recent lines of applied research featuring SAPROF-measured
protective factors with justice involved youth and adult populations, with and without a history of
sexual offending, in community and custodial settings. We present evidence to show that protective
factors: 1) predict decreased recidivism, 2) predict increased positive outcomes, 3) can be
increased for the better with treatment or other purposive change agents (including sexual offense
specific services), 4) that such changes are often associated with decreased risk and recidivism, and
5) protective factors are often incrementally predictive of such outcomes beyond formalized
measures of risk. Debate remains, however, to what extent changes in protection are independent
of decreases in risk (are they different sides of the same coin) as well as optimal methods for
integrating risk and protective factor information in case planning. We conclude with some
suggested guidelines and applications of recent findings for clinical practice along with
recommendations for further research.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, attendees will be able to list and describe
different types of measures of protective factors.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, attendees will be able to describe approaches
to integrating assessment information from protective factors measures with risk measures.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, attendees will be able to describe research and
practice applications of protective factors across developmental groups.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, attendees will be able to understand how
focusing on protective factors may benefit treatment practice.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, attendees will be able to explain how
treatment progress can be measured by monitoring protective factors.
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Upon completion of this educational activity, attendees will be able to critically evaluate the
additional value of protective factors for sexual offending risk assessment.

Dr. Michiel de Vries Robbé is psychologist and senior researcher at the department of Child and
adolescent psychiatry of the Amsterdam University Medical Center in The Netherlands. He is affiliated
with the Netherlands Institute for Forensic Psychiatry and Psychology and with St. Joseph’s Healthcare
in Hamilton, Canada, as associate professor in the department of Psychiatry and Behavioural
Neurosciences at McMaster University. His research focuses primarily on violence risk assessment and
its applicability in forensic practice. He is specifically interested in protective factors for violence risk,
in adults, juveniles and children. He is author of the SAPROF, the SAPROF-Youth Version and the
SAPROF-Child Version, and is involved in ongoing developments regarding various SAPROF additions
such as for Learning Disabilities, Long-term Care, Sexual Offending and protective factors selfassessment. In addition, he is co-author of the Female Additional Manual (FAM; for assessing risk for
violence in women). Recently, he has been working on the development and implementation of new
(Violence) Risk Screening tools for adults and juveniles in prison, probation and outpatient care and
supervision.
Mark E. Olver, PhD is Professor and Registered Doctoral Psychologist (Saskatchewan) at the
University of Saskatchewan, where he is involved in program administration, graduate and
undergraduate teaching, research, and clinical training. Prior to his academic appointment, Mark
worked as a clinical psychologist in various capacities, including providing assessment, treatment,
and consultation services to young offenders in the Saskatoon Health Region and with adult federal
offenders in the Correctional Service of Canada. Mark’s research interests include offender risk
assessment and treatment, young offenders, psychopathy, and the evaluation of therapeutic change.
He is the co-developer of the Violence Risk Scale-Sexual Offense version (VRS-SO) and he provides
training and consultation services internationally in the assessment and treatment of sexual,
violent, and psychopathic persons.

Wednesday Table of Contents
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W-AM-01 & W-MID-01
How Well Does My Program Align With Best Practices?
Robert J. McGrath, MA
McGrath Psychological Services
In this workshop, treatment providers and program administrators will be guided through a
process for assessing how to align their program with best practices. It is designed primarily for
professionals relatively new to the field but can also serve as a refresher for more experienced
professionals. The evidence for what we know about what works and what doesn’t will be
reviewed. Considerations for making informed program design decisions where empirical evidence
and expert consensus is lacking will be discussed. Participants will be able to develop a program
improvement plan by the conclusion of the workshop.
This seminar is rated: Adult | Preliminary
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe the
evidence for the effectiveness of treatment for sexual offending.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe
major characteristics of effective programs.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify key
program evaluation models and resources.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify areas
in which one’s program aligns with best practices.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify areas
in which one’s program does not align with best practices.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to prepare a
work plan to better align one’s program with best practices.

Robert McGrath, MA, is President of McGrath Psychological Services, a training and consulting
practice, and was Clinical Director of the Vermont Department of Corrections integrated network of
prison and community sex offender treatment programs for over 20 years. He has served on the
treatment advisory boards of several treatment programs In the United States and the national sex
offender treatment programs in Canada, the United Kingdom, and Hong Kong. He was co-chair of
the committee that wrote ATSA’s 2014 Practice Guidelines for the Assessment, Treatment, and
Management of Male Adult Sexual Abusers, and he received ATSA’s Significant Lifetime
Achievement Award in 2015. Among his over 50 publications, he is co-developer of the ROSAC,
VASOR-2, and SOTIPS risk assessment instruments.
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W-AM-02
Sexual Offender Civil Commitment: Overview and Recommendations for Program
Development, Evaluation, Treatment, and Management
Lauren Herbert, PhD
Minnesota Department of Human Services
Deirdre D’Orazio, PhD
Central Coast Clinical and Forensic Psychological Services
Erik Fox, JD, PhD
Private Practice
Sexual offender civil commitment (SOCC) is one component of a comprehensive continuum of
responses to sexual offending. SOCC is a complex process that can involuntarily confine individuals
indefinitely if they have a mental disorder and an exceptional risk to sexually recidivate. The focus
of this presentation is to provide the history and evolution of SOCC, the role civil commitment may
play for individuals convicted of sexual crimes, an overview of the U.S. jurisdictions currently using
SOCC, and to promote evidence-informed recommendations for those working within this setting.
This seminar is rated: Adult | Intermediate
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the history and evolution of sexual offense civil commitment.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the role civil commitment may play for individuals convicted of sexual crimes.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to discuss the
US jurisdictions currently utilizing SOCC.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to summarize
evidence informed recommendations for those working within this setting.
Dr. Lauren Herbert is the Forensic Evaluation Department Director for the Minnesota Department
of Human Services. In this capacity, she provides leadership and oversees the provision of sexual
violence risk assessments completed on all of the civilly committed sexual offenders in the State of
Minnesota. Dr. Herbert’s training is in clinical and forensic psychology. Her work experiences have
included psychological assessment and risk evaluation, neuropsychological assessment, and
assessment with those who were referred for evaluation of competency and mental status at the time
of offense. She has also provided forensic psychological consultation to both sworn and civilian
police department employees, which specialized consultation to the sex crimes detail. In her private
practice, Dr. Herbert provides clinical services, as well as expert forensic evaluation services. In
addition to clinical work, Dr. Herbert serves on the executive board for the Sexual Offender Civil
Commitment Network, has been employed as an adjunct faculty, and provided numerous
professional trainings in the areas of sexual offenders, sexual violence risk assessment, best practices
in assessment, diagnosis, ethics, risk management, and resilience. She also has published various
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research findings and received the Ted Blau Award for her research related to the discussion of a
neuropsychological assessment profile of an agenesis of the corpus callosum.
Dr. Deirdre D'Orazio is a clinical and forensic psychologist in California. She is the CEO of Central
Coast Clinical and Forensic Psychological Services and also serves in a consulting psychologist role
for the Department of State Hospitals where she has held a variety of positions over twenty years
servicing forensically committed individuals with sexual offenses. She is a member of the California
Sex Offender Management Board. She serves as At-Large Representative on the leadership board, cochairperson of the Ethics Committee, and member of the Adult Clinical Committee for ATSA. She is a
board member of the Sexual Offender Civil Commitment Network. Dr. D’Orazio is a recipient of the
Fay Honey Knopp award by the California Coalition on Sexual Offending for positive and sustained
contributions to the field of sexual offending. Dr. D'Orazio has publications, professional trainings,
and research projects in the areas of sexual offense risk assessment, paraphilic disorders, best
practices in sexual offense specific treatment, program development and evaluation, and
professional ethics and supervision. Dr. D’Orazio has provided evaluations, expert witness
testimony, and direct treatment services for more than 1,000 individuals identified as perpetrators
or victims of sexual crimes. She holds psychologist licenses in California, Minnesota, and North
Dakota. She is a certified trainer for the Static99R, the Structured Risk Assessment-Forensic Version,
and the Stable2007 and Acute.
Dr. Erik Fox is a licensed psychologist and attorney with over 30 years’ experience in the field of
forensic risk assessment and court mandated treatment for sexual and violent offenders. This
includes having provided outpatient treatment and evaluations of juvenile and adult male sex
offenders on community supervision at the county, state, and federal levels. It also includes
conducting Sexually Violent Predator (SVP) and Mentally Disordered Offender (MDO) evaluations as
a contractor with the California Department of State Hospitals (CDSH), Sexually Dangerous Individual
(SDI) evaluations for the State of North Dakota, Sexually Dangerous Person (SDP) evaluations for the
State of Minnesota, and Sexually Violent Predator evaluations for the State of Washington. Currently,
Dr. Fox is a CDSH employee as a SVP-Evaluator and serves as Quality Assurance and Training
Specialist for the Forensic Services Division. He regularly testifies as an expert witness in civil
commitment trials.
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W-AM-03 & W-MID-03
Assessment and Treatment Considerations for Offenders Who Access Child Sexual
Exploitation Materials
Lyne Piché, PhD
Private Practice
Anton Schweighofer, PhD
Private Practice
There is a significant increase in the number of child sexual exploitation material (CSEM) offenders
accessing treatment as a result of their involvement in the criminal justice system. How do we offer
treatment to these offenders and what are their treatment needs? This workshop will examine
assessment and treatment approaches for CSEM offenders in contrast to contact offenders and/or
mixed offenders; review assessment requirements and clinical assessment tools available to
clinicians for CSEM offenders; and look at available empirically based treatment programs. In
addition, we will examine treatment needs based on the etiology of the offense, personality
characteristics of the offender, and both dynamic and static risk factors. Additional elements will
include the impact of sexual fantasy, the nature of sexual preoccupation, social and relationship
needs, internet health, and general mental health requirements. We also will explore the particular
needs of these offenders in regard to healthy Internet use, aging, addressing their sexual
functioning and sexual competence, and their communication skills and relationship building
abilities. We will strive to address multiple client types and treatment contexts including the needs
of developmentally delayed offenders and the needs of offenders’ external support systems. We will
work on specific case scenarios to build helpful treatment templates for use in your clinical
practice. Handouts for use in clinical settings will be provided to participants.
This seminar is rated: Adult | Intermediate
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify the
unique characteristics of CSEM offenders.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
distinctions between “fantasy driven” and “contact driven” CSEM offenders.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify the
strengths and weaknesses of current assessment approaches with CSEM offenders.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to develop an
understanding of the extant research regarding current treatment approaches for CSEM
offender.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to discuss the
clinical and ethical rational of providing treatment for child sexual exploitation material
offenders given their unique characteristics.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
relevant treatment targets for CSEM offenders.

Wednesday Table of Contents

OUR NEW REALITY: RESILIENCE & RECONNECTION

2021 ATSA Conference | Wednesday September 29 | 9:30 AM – 1:45 PM
Dr. Lyne Piché is a Registered Psychologist practicing in Abbotsford, British Columbia. She has
worked many years in the field of Forensic Psychology, including work in both federal and provincial
correctional settings. Dr. Piché completed her graduate studies in Psychology at the Université du
Québec à Montréal. Her expertise includes working with people struggling with paraphilias, sexual
offenders, violent offenders as well as individuals experiencing sexual dysfunctions. She offers
psychological services to government agencies as well as within her own private practice. She
welcomes couples and individuals who wish to work at improving their relationships, ensure their
sexual health by striving for sexual balance, increase sexual satisfaction and increase their level of
intimacy with others. For more information on Dr. Piché, please visit her website at
www.drlynepiche.com
Dr. Anton Schweighofer received his doctorate in clinical psychology from Simon Fraser University
in 1998. His primary areas of interest have included forensic psychology and addictions. In addition
to completing a Master’s practicum through the Forensic Services Commission of British Columbia
he also completed a doctoral level clinical internship at Foothills Hospital in Calgary, Alberta with a
specialization in addictions. He accepted a position with the Correctional Service of Canada (Pacific
Region) in 1997 and provided treatment and assessments for violent and sexual offenders. In 2004
he became the Senior Psychologist for Sex Offender Programming and before leaving the Correctional
Service of Canada in 2009 also acted as the Chief of Psychology. He has also worked as a psychologist
at the Drug Treatment Court of Vancouver and the Burnaby Centre for Mental Health and Addictions.
Anton has maintained a private practice that has included forensic risk assessment and treatment
since 2000. He has provided sex offender treatment services for the Forensic Services Commission
since 2009 and has given presentations on sex offender issues and risk assessment at national and
international conferences. He is a national trainer for the Static-99R which is the most widely used
actuarial measure for predicting risk of sexual recidivism. He has also provided expert testimony to
the courts with regard to sex offender issues and is on the list of those designated to provide
Dangerous Offender assessments as an amicus curiae. Finally, He is also a member of the Association
for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers (ATSA) and served as the co-chair person at the 2011 ATSA
conference.
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W-AM-04

Enhancing the Therapeutic Relationship and Group Cohesion Through Decolonization
Alejandro Leguizamo, PhD
Roger Williams University
In order to maximize the effectiveness of treatment, it is essential for treatment providers to
develop strong therapeutic relationships with clients individually and to foster group cohesion in
group counseling. In this training, we will discuss the importance of the therapeutic relationship
and group cohesion, and how they are impacted by cultural, historical, and individual trauma as
well as diversity factors, broadly defined (including with White clients). We will focus on how
clinicians can conceptualize and structure their approach to these relationships through a
liberation psychology lens.
This seminar is rated: Adult & Youth | General

Learning Goals:
• Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify and
describe individual and group factors involved in the development and maintenance of
therapeutic relationships and group cohesion with diverse clients.
• Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify and
describe cultural and historical factors that may affect their clients’ functioning and
participation in treatment.
• Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify and
describe how adverse childhood events and other traumatic life events impact the
development of trust in individual and group treatment.
• Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify and
describe ways in which they can increase their level of critical consciousness with respect to
how different systems have affected, and continue to affect, their clients.
• Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify and
describe steps to take to address systems of oppression in groups through a liberation
praxis.
• Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
factors that are detrimental to the therapeutic relationship and group cohesion as well as
strategies they can use in order to repair ruptures both in individual and group treatment.
Alejandro Leguízamo has been active in the sex offender field for more than two decades as a
researcher, clinician, and evaluator. He is a former Clinical Director of the Sex Offender Treatment
Program at the Massachusetts Treatment Center, where he also provided treatment to Spanishspeaking inmates and civilly committed men. He is currently a Professor of Psychology at Roger
Williams University in Rhode Island. In addition to his academic work, he conducts evaluations and
specialized treatment for the Massachusetts Department of Youth Services. His current research
focuses on multicultural factors in sex offending and on predictors of psychological well-being in
diverse community samples. He currently serves as the Education and Training member in ATSA’s
Executive Board. Dr. Leguízamo regularly presents at regional and national conferences.
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W-AM-05 & W-MID-05
Compassion Focused Therapy (CFT) and Forensic Practice – the Application of CFT to
Working With People Who Commit Sexual Offences
Jon Taylor, BA, MEd, MSc, DForen, PGCert (CFT)
HMP Whatton
Kerensa Hocken, BSc (Hons), MSc, PhD, PGCert (CFT)
HMP Whatton
David S. Prescott, LICSW
Safer Society Press
This workshop uses multi-modal learning to explore and provide skills for using compassionfocused therapy (CFT) with people who have sexually abused.
This introduction to the forensic application of CFT begins with a compassionate understanding of
the origins of harmful behaviour. It considers one task of forensic practice to be that of facilitating a
sense of guilt in the context of compassionate motivations (for example, feeling bad about one’s
actions rather than about one’s self and building on one’s inherent motivation to live within
society).
This workshop then outlines key considerations in applying CFT to those who commit sexual
offences. It supports clinicians in considering an approach to case formulation based upon trauma
sensitivity and draws on a compassionate understanding of the difficulties that can emerge from
the survival strategies human beings deploy under extreme adversity. This workshop then:
 Enables practitioners to expand their abilities in trauma-informed care,
 Teaches skills to address shame and self-criticism directly,
 Develops capacities for compassion in clients, and
 Addresses the importance of self-compassion for professional self-care to facilitate a
compassionate (and sustainable) context for treatment.
This seminar is rated: Adult & Youth | Intermediate
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to have a good
understanding of compassion and its evolutionary basis for understanding motivations for
behavior.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
criminogenic need and shame from an evolutionary context.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to apply a
compassionate formulation to criminogenic need.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
approaches for working self-criticism and shame.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
approaches to develop compassion in clients in order to facilitate capacities for selfregulation and guilt.
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Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the role of self-compassion for professional self-care and effective therapy.

Dr Jon Taylor is a consultant forensic psychologist and psychotherapist who has worked in range
of prison, secure hospital and community forensic settings for almost 30 years. With a keen interest
in 013P developing a rich understanding of the role of trauma in the lives of those who develop
offending behaviours, Jon is committed to promoting and modelling a compassionate and cooperative approach to all aspects of forensic service provision. Jon is a member of the
Compassionate Mind Foundation and cofounder of the CFT forensic special interest group.
Dr Kerensa Hocken is a registered forensic psychologist. She has worked with people convicted of
sexual offences for 21 years and has responsibility for the strategic development of custodial sexual
offending services in the Midlands region of the UK. In 2016 she was the winner of the prestigious
Butler Trust award for excellence in correctional services, presented by Princess Anne. Kerensa is a
trustee and cofounder of the Safer Living Foundation (SLF), a charity to prevent sexual abuse by
working with those who have offended or are at risk of, committing a sexual offence. Kerensa is a
member of the Compassionate Mind Foundation and cofounder of the CFT forensic special interest
group. Together, Jon and Kerensa have undertaken post graduate therapy training with Paul
Gilbert, the founder of CFT and have used CFT in clinical practice for several years. They are the cofounders of the pioneering CFT in forensics special interest group, within the Compassion Mind
Foundation. The special interest group brings together professionals from all over the world with
the aim of furthering CFT in forensic practice and research. Jon and Kerensa are the leading trainers
in the UK.
A mental health practitioner of 36 years, David Prescott is the Editor of Safer Society Press. He is
the author and editor of 20 books in the areas of understanding and improving services to at-risk
clients. He is best known for his work in the areas of understanding, assessing, and treating sexual
violence and trauma. Mr. Prescott is the recipient of the 2014 Distinguished Contribution award
from the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers and the 2018 recipient of the National
Adolescent Perpetration Network’s C. Henry Kempe Lifetime Achievement award. Mr. Prescott
currently trains and lectures around the world.
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W-AM-06
Autism and Sexuality: Understanding the Impact of ASD on Your Juvenile Client
Kim Spence, PhD
Specialized Treatment and Assessment Resources, PA
Drawing on 20 years of clinical experience supporting individuals and families, the presenter will
provide a detailed overview of autism spectrum disorders (ASD). A particular emphasis will be
placed upon the identification of common maladaptive behaviors related to ASD, as well as current
peer-reviewed literature illustrating behavioral trends related to sexual misconduct. Using a variety
of case examples, the presenter will assist attendees in identifying challenging behavior frequently
demonstrated by those with ASD that is a manifestation of their restricted interest areas versus
those with comorbid paraphilic disorder(s). The presenter also will offer suggestions regarding
comprehensive assessment and individualized treatment planning.
This seminar is rated: Youth | Intermediate
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity participants will demonstrate a knowledge of
the symptoms of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) in youth, according to the DSM-5.
 Upon completion of this educational activity participants will demonstrate a familiarity of
current peer-reviewed literature related to problem sexual behavior demonstrated by
youth and adults with autism spectrum disorder (ASD).
 Upon completion of this educational activity participants will be able to identify specific
standardized assessment tools for the purpose of diagnosing autism spectrum disorder
(ASD) in youth and adults.
 Upon completion of this educational activity participants will be able to effectively
communicate the differences between sexual behavior problems associated with autism
spectrum disorder (ASD) versus paraphilic disorders in a forensic context related to
juveniles.
 Upon completion of this educational activity participants will demonstrate an
understanding of evidence-based, therapeutic intervention strategies for clients with ASD
who engage in problematic sexual behavior.
 Upon completion of this educational activity participants will demonstrate knowledge of
appropriate application(s) of evidence-based intervention strategies for clients with ASD
who engage in problematic sexual behavior based upon client symptom presentation.

Dr. Kim Spence has served as the Coordinator of Educational and Training Programs for the Center
for Autism and Related Disabilities (CARD) at the University of Central Florida (UCF) since 1999
and as the Clinical Director of Autism Support Services for Specialized Treatment & Assessment
Resources, PA since 2017. For the past 20 years she has lectured internationally regarding
treatments supports, specialized therapeutic intervention, and the creation of specialized sexuality
education programs for individuals with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) who have engaged in
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problematic sexual behavior. Dr. Spence developed and began providing specialized sexuality
education training for parents, teachers, and care providers of individuals with ASD in 2000 and has
provided numerous trainings focused on creating visual supports, discriminating between
maladaptive sexual behaviors versus mental health issues, and specialized educational and
behavioral interventions to support healthy sexual knowledge for individuals with ASD across the
life-span. In 2001, Dr. Spence developed and began providing specialized training about autism and
intellectual impairments with an emphasis on inappropriate social and sexual behaviors for
emergency responders, law enforcement personnel, the criminal justice system, and public
defender’s offices across Florida. She has trained numerous law enforcement officers from all 67
districts within the state of Florida; provides training for the Crisis Intervention Team Training
(CIT) Schools in all regions of Florida; and has provided training nationally regarding ASD and
Cognitive Impairments for the federal public defender’s office, mitigation specialists, and capital
defense teams. Dr. Spence is an appointed Advisory Board Member of the Florida Department of
Law Enforcement (FDLE) Missing Endangered Persons Information Clearinghouse (MEPIC)
Advisory Board and has served nationally as a consultant and expert witness to state and federal
public defenders and prosecutors regarding ASD and sexual behavior problems. Dr. Spence is a
member of the Project Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) Grant Advisory Committee at the
University of Central Florida (UCF), serves as a consulting editor for the journal Intellectual and
Developmental Disabilities (IDD) and serves on the editorial review board of the Journal of
Vocational Rehabilitation (JVR).
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W-AM-07
Understanding and Treating Youth With Callous / Unemotional Features
Michael Caldwell, PsyD
University of Wisconsin-Madison
In every treatment program a small number of youth tend to pose particular challenges. Emerging
research has established that youth with Callous/Unemotional features are more difficult to
effectively treat, pose a higher risk for violence, and are at greater risk for persistent violence as
they age. This session will discuss how the emerging research can help us understand these youth,
and how that understanding can inform treatment. The session will include a description of key
elements of a treatment program that has demonstrated benefits for these youth.
This seminar is rated: Youth | Intermediate
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe the
association between CU symptoms and violence.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe the
research on parenting and conduct problems in children with CU traits.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe the
neurological components of empathy.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe the
factors that impact callousness and empathy for others.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe the
features of treatment that appear to improve C/U features in youth.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe the
features of C/U traits.

Michael F. Caldwell, PsyD is a Lecturer in Psychology at the University of Wisconsin – Madison,
and a Senior Staff Psychologist and co-developer of the Mendota Juvenile Treatment Center. He
serves as Past President of the Wisconsin Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers. Dr.
Caldwell has conducted research into risk assessment methods and the effectiveness of treatment
interventions. He worked as a psychotherapist for 35 years, specializing in treatment refractory
patients. He is a Co-Investigator with the MIND Research Network, and has served as a consultant
to the MacArthur Foundation Research Network on Juvenile Justice, and the National Academy of
Sciences Sackler International Scientific Forum on Neuroscience and the Law, Sandra Day O’Connor
School of Law at Arizona State University, the Boyd School of Law at the University of Nevada – Las
Vegas, the Mitchell Hamlin School of Law in St. Paul, among many others.
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W-MID-02 & W-PM-02
Introduction to the Assessment and Treatment of Adolescents Who Have Sexually Offended
James R. Worling, PhD, CPsych, ATSAF
Private Practice
This seminar will provide an introductory overview to the assessment and treatment of adolescents
who have sexually offended, with an emphasis on how strengths and protective factors impact our
goals and approaches. This seminar will focus on providing practical information and strategies for
clinicians, probation officers, juvenile justice workers, program administrators, and other
interested professionals new to the field. The seminar will include lecture, case studies,
demonstration, and resource materials. Major topic areas will include the following:










Common, erroneous assumptions regarding adolescents who have sexually offended
Diversity among adolescents who have sexually offended and the importance of the
assessment
Limitations of commonly used risk prediction tools and approaches
Emerging research regarding the importance of protective factors
Importance of therapist characteristics and self-care
Detailed tips and strategies for talking with clients about difficult issues
Brief overview of assessment/treatment tools (e.g., viewing time measures, ppg,
psychological tests, polygraph)
Common treatment targets (and intervention strategies) including enhancing healthy
sexual arousal and sexual attitudes, increasing accountability, developing sexual offenseprevention plans, and enhancing awareness of the impact of sexual offending behavior
Brief overview of treatment outcome research

Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to appreciate
the considerable diversity among adolescents who sexually offend and the need for
comprehensive assessment.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the significant limitations of the popular risk prediction tools and see the importance of
considering protective factors.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to feel
comfortable talking with adolescents about sensitive topics.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe the
pros and cons regarding various assessment tools (e.g., viewing time, ppg, psychological
tests).
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to apply
approaches and techniques for addressing common treatment goals, such as enhancing
healthy sexual interests and attitudes, developing offense-prevention plans, and enhancing
awareness of the impact of sexual offending behavior.
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Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the research focused on treatment outcome for youth who have sexually offended.

James R. Worling, PhD, CPsych, ATSAF is a clinical and forensic psychologist in full-time
private practice who has worked extensively with adolescents who have sexually offended,
and their families, since 1988. He has also works with children and adolescents who have
been sexually abused and with children under 12 who have engaged in harming sexual
behaviours. Dr. Worling has presented many workshops locally and internationally, and he
has written a number of professional articles and book chapters regarding the etiology,
assessment, and treatment of adolescent sexual aggression. Dr. Worling is a fellow of the
Association for the Treatment of Sexual abusers, and he serves on the editorial board for
their journal, Sexual Abuse.
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W-MID-04 & W-PM-04
Ethical Practice in a Virtual World: Ethics of Telehealth Services Delivery
Jill D. Stinson, PhD, LCP
East Tennessee State University
With the onset of the COVID-19 global pandemic, many providers found themselves abruptly thrust
into the world of telehealth services delivery. As agencies, clinicians, and clients have adapted to
new technologies and new methods of clinical practice and collaboration, there is a need to reflect
on ethical best practices in this modality. This presentation will emphasize ethical best practices
using technology and telehealth, ethical responses to unique challenges faced by clients and
providers using this modality, and ethical concerns unique to using virtual methods with justiceinvolved clients.
This seminar is rated: Adult & Youth | General
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
ethical concerns specific to telehealth services delivery in clinical practice.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
ethical responses to challenges faced by their clients when using telehealth practice.
 Upon completion of this activity, learners should be better able to generate ethical solutions
to common problems in telehealth clinical services delivery.
 Upon completion of this activity, learners should be better able to describe the ethical
implications of telehealth services delivery that are specific to justice-involved clients.
Jill D. Stinson, PhD is a licensed psychologist and an Associate Professor and Director of Clinical
Training at East Tennessee State University. She received her dual doctorate in Clinical Psychology
and Psychology, Policy, and Law from the University of Arizona prior to serving as the Director of
Sex Offender Treatment at Fulton State Hospital with the Missouri Department of Mental Health.
Her research focuses on sex offenders with serious mental illness, personality disorders, selfregulatory problems, and histories of early childhood maltreatment, as well as issues related to sex
offender community re-entry, stigma, and suicidality. Dr. Stinson has authored three books related
to sex offender etiology, treatment, and motivation to engage in therapy. She serves as an Associate
Editor for ATSA’s official journal, Sexual Abuse, and has been on the Professional Issues Committee,
Public Policy Committee, Membership Committee, and several Conference Planning Committees for
ATSA, with an appointment of Co-Chair for the 2020 ATSA Conference in San Antonio, Texas.

Wednesday Table of Contents

OUR NEW REALITY: RESILIENCE & RECONNECTION

2021 ATSA Conference | Wednesday September 29 | 11:45 AM – 1:45 PM
W-MID-06
Together: Helping Families Help Youth
Jacqueline Page, PsyD
University of Tennessee Health Science Center
Families have an important role in a youth’s life. Each family has their own experiences, strengths,
and needs. This session focuses on the realities of working with families. A straight-forward,
strengths-based framework is used to conceptualize family work. Strategies are provided for
engaging families and helping them understand the importance of their involvement. Common
challenges, barriers, and supportive solutions will be presented. Treatment goals will be outlined
including helpful tools and interventions. Preparing families for life after treatment will be
discussed including an easy-to-use safety plan. There will be opportunities for interacting and
sharing ideas about helping families help youth.
This seminar is rated: Youth | Intermediate
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to help alleviate
some of the fears parent s have for their child and their future.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to address
parents questions about safety planning.
 Upon completion of this educational activity leaners should be better able to identify
relevant treatment goals for family therapy when working with youth who have engaged in
sexually abusive behavior.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
potential strengths of families and how to build on these in treatment.
Jacqueline Page, PsyD is an Associate Professor in the Department of Psychiatry at the University
of Tennessee Health Science Center and serves as a consultant to the Tennessee Department of
Children's Services. She has over 30 years of experience and specializes in victims of sexual abuse,
children with sexual behavior problems, adolescents who have engaged in sexually abusive
behavior and juvenile justice issues. Dr. Page served as the co-chair for the Association for the
Treatment of Sexual Abusers (ATSA) Adolescent Practice Guidelines Committee and served on
ATSA's board for two terms. She has published in the field and presents on a regular basis
nationally and internationally.
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W-MID-07
Ten Key Strengths-Based Concepts and Interventions
Kevin M. Powell, PhD
Colorado State University
Individuals who have sexually harmed others often enter treatment services presenting with
mistrust, defensiveness, hopelessness, shame, and/or denial. A strengths-based approach helps
create an environment in which clients feel safe, open, and engaged. It is an approach that promotes
prosocial development and helps stop the intergenerational transmission of abuse.
Ten strengths-based concepts and interventions that are essential tools for all service providers
will be highlighted. Specific topics include the formation of positive, respectful relationships;
promoting hope; asking solution-focused questions; identifying approach goals; targeting protective
factors; targeting dynamic risk factors with strengths-based alternatives; and use of proactive,
prevention-oriented interventions.
This seminar is rated: Youth | General
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able define ‘what is’
a Strengths-Based Approach.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able utilize
interventions that promote Hope within youth and families.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able utilize SolutionFocused interview questions.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able identify
'Protective Factors' commonly associated with ‘Resilience’.
Kevin M. Powell, PhD is a licensed psychologist in Colorado, USA. His clinical work includes the
assessment and treatment of youth and young adults who have sexually offended, as well as children
with sexual behavior problems, and those who have been impacted by adverse childhood experiences
including sexual victimization. Over the past three decades he has worked in a variety of settings
(schools, community-based youth service agencies, hospital, and correctional facilities). He is an adjunct
faculty at Colorado State University in the Department of Psychology where he provides clinical
supervision, lectures, and is conducting research on protective factors associated with resiliency in youth
and adults. Dr. Powell has authored several book chapters and has a strengths-based intervention book,
A Strengths-Based Approach for Intervention with At-Risk Youth (2015), published by Research Press. He
also has a children’s book, Our Very Special Bodies (2014), which helps facilitate open communication
between parents and their preschool and elementary school-age children in order to reduce the risk of
childhood sexual abuse (primary prevention). Dr. Powell presents nationally and internationally on a
variety of topics to help promote healthy, resilient, prosocial development within at-risk (at-promise)
clients. Additional information can be found at www.kevinpowellphd.com.
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W-PM-03
Mission Impossible? Sexual Health in the Treatment of Sex Offenders
Elizabeth Griffin, MA, LMFT
Griffin Counseling and Consulting
Charles Samenow, MD, MHP
George Washington University
David L. Delmonico, PhD
Duquesne University
Typical treatment approaches for individuals who commit sexual offenses appropriately focus on
the prevention of future sexual offense behavior. The topic of healthy sexuality is often an
afterthought in treatment, and clinicians are often uncertain how to address this topic when
treating individuals who commit sexual offenses. Those convicted of sexual offenses often
experience anxiety regarding sexuality, and need to develop an understanding of healthy sexuality
as they attempt to rebuild romantic, intimate, and sexual lives.
In this workshop, various models and theories of healthy sexuality will be explored, and specific
treatment exercises, such as the development of an individualized “healthy sexuality plan,” will be
presented. The workshop also will address specialized issues related to LGBTQ clients. This
workshop will assist participants in understanding that this “impossible mission” actually can be a
rewarding experience as those who have committed sexual offenses embrace the idea of healthy
sexuality.
This seminar is rated: Adult | Intermediate
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to recognize the
challenges associated with creating a healthy sexuality culture with individuals convicted of
sexual offense behaviors.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
three specific models of healthy sexuality.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to adapt
models/theories of sexual health for use with sex offender .
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to utilize
specific techniques, tools, and ideas to assist sex offenders in developing healthy intimate,
romantic, and sexual lives.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the unique challenges of applying models of healthy sexuality to LBGTQ clients.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the various resources related to healthy sexuality available.
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Elizabeth Griffin is a licensed Marriage and Family Therapist with over thirty years experience
assessing and treating adults who struggle with problematic sexual behaviors, including sexually
compulsive behaviors and sexual offense behaviors. She specialized in assessing and treating
individuals who have engaged in online sexual offense behavior. Ms. Griffin has worked in a variety
of settings including in-patient, out-patient, military, prison, and civil commitment settings. She
lectures and consults nationally on the assessment and treatment of problematic online sexual
behaviors, sexual offending behaviors and sexual compulsivity. Ms. Griffin has published numerous
academic articles on issues related to problematic sexual behavior. She is co-author of several
books and workbooks including In the Shadows of the Net, Cybersex Unhooked, Cybersex Unplugged
and Illegal Images.
Charles Samenow, MD, MPH is an Associate Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at the
George Washington University School of Medicine. He is board certified in adult psychiatry and
licensed in the District of Columbia. He has a specialty in sexual health and sexual disorders. He
served as the editor of Sexual Addiction and Compulsivity: The Journal of Treatment and
Prevention for 6 years. He was on the board of directors for the Society for the Advancement of
Sexual Health (SASH) where he co-developed the Advanced Training in Problematic Sexual
Behaviors (ATPSB) certificate program. He has written peer reviewed articles, lectured nationally
and written textbook chapters on human sexuality, and sexual boundary violations. At George
Washington University School of Medicine, he has developed and taught the human sexuality
curriculum in the medical school. He currently serves as the chair of the Medical Society of the
District of Columbia’s Physician Health Program (PHP) which serves as a monitoring and advocacy
peer review committee for physicians with mental health, addiction, sexual boundary problems and
other disruptive behaviors.
Dr. David Delmonico is a Professor at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Dr.
Delmonico is a graduate of Kent State University’s Counseling and Human Development Services
Doctoral Program. He conducts research, consultation, and training on topics such as cybersex,
cyberoffense, and cybersafety. Dr. Delmonico lectures on topics such as Internet psychology,
healthy sexuality, and compulsive/hypersexual behavior. Dr. Delmonico is co-author of four books
including his latest book Illegal Images that provides a Q & A format for issues related to child
pornography cases. He also co-authored In the Shadows of the Net, Cybersex Unhooked, and Cybersex
Unplugged. He has published numerous peer-reviewed articles on a variety of technology and
sexuality topics. Dr. Delmonico is the founder and director of the Online Behavior Research and
Education Center (OBREC) at Duquesne University, co-director of Internet Behavior Consulting
(IBC), and is past Editor-in-Chief of the Sexual Addiction & Compulsivity journal.
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W-PM-05
Next Generation Student Workshop
Carissa Augustyn, BA (Hons.)
University of Saskatchewan
Farron Wielinga, BA (Hons.)
University of Saskatchewan
This half-day workshop is an annual (FREE!) workshop designed for students attending the ATSA
conference. The purpose of this event is to provide information for students about the various
opportunities and resources available to them at ATSA. The ATSA organization is a leader in the
ways in which it fosters the Next Generation of professionals. However, over the years there has
been feedback that many students, especially those without a mentor familiar with ATSA, have not
known of the extent of these opportunities. This workshop bridges that gap.
In addition to learning about the different opportunities available, students will hear from those
who have been involved with ATSA in various capacities about the benefits of their involvement for
networking, publishing, and securing employment. Information will be provided on how students
can take advantage of the opportunities available to them as they embark on their journey toward
their future career in the field of sexual abuse.
This seminar is rated: Adult | General
This seminar does not qualify for Continuing Education credits/hours
Carissa Augustyn is a PhD Candidate in Clinical Psychology at the University of Saskatchewan.
Prior to her graduate training, she earned a bachelor’s degree (honours) in psychology from
MacEwan University. Broadly speaking, Carissa’s research and clinical interests lie in the
assessment and treatment of sexual and non-sexual violence. She has published and presented on
the topics of risk assessment, intimate partner violence, and sexual offending, and presently serves
on ATSA’s Board of Directors as the Student Representative. Carissa is currently completing her
doctoral degree under the supervision of Dr. Mark Olver.
Farron Wielinga, BA (Hons) is a PhD student in Clinical Psychology at the University of
Saskatchewan, currently completing her doctoral residency at the Calgary Predoctoral Residency
Program in Clinical Psychology. Farron also serves as a member of the ATSA Student Committee.
Under the supervision of Dr. Mark Olver, her dissertation examines the use of dynamic risk
instruments and protective factors to evaluate risk in men convicted of sexual offenses who are
engaged in high-intensity, community-based treatment.
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W-PM-06
Considering Developmental Trauma and Pornography Consumption in the Treatment of
Sexually Abusive Youth
Russ Pratt, PsyD
Prime Forensic Psychology
Youth who have experienced developmental trauma are over-represented in the cohort who
engage in sexually abusive behavior. They also can be difficult to connect with and engage in
treatment, particularly in relationally based work. Other factors such as pornography use can add
additional complexity to treatment/management. This session considers the impact of
developmental trauma and pornography consumption on sexually abusive behavior by youth. A
comprehensive overview of these issues and treatment strategies will be presented through
interactive demonstration and discussion. A four-pillar model of trauma treatment – working
through the 'trauma-centric lens' – is presented, as is a ‘savvy consumer’ model of assisting youth to
‘decode’ and manage the impacts of pornography.
This seminar is rated: Youth | Intermediate
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
what a child-developmentally-appropriate treatment paradigm for Harmful Sexual Behavior
(HSB) treatment work (which also pays appropriate attention to the criminogenic
principles of Risk, Need, responsivity) looks like.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
both the impacts of developmental trauma, and pornography, on sexually harmful
adolescents.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
how developmental trauma may 'skew' a youth's ability to manage their internal emotional
world, and also how this may contribute to engaging in Harmful Sexual Behavior.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should have attained further skills through direct demonstration and interactive learning techniques demonstrated in this
workshop - in working with youth to increase their emotional awareness, as well as
management of emotional states, and why this is important in the treatment of youth who
engage in Harmful Sexual Behaviors.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to formulate
treatment goals and match those treatment goals to therapeutic practices - in other words what to do for what issues; both the 'why'; and the 'how'.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to consider and
discuss case examples and situations designed specifically to ensure their theoretical and
practice knowledge is up-to-date.
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Dr. Russ Pratt is the Director of Prime Forensic Psychology. Prior to May 2017, he was the
Statewide Principal Practitioner with the Office of Professional Practice in the Department of Health
and Human Services in Melbourne, Australia, where he commenced in 2010. He also worked at
Monash Health Sexual Assault (SECASA) for over 12 years, including being the manager and senior
clinician of the AWARE treatment program for youth exhibiting sexually abusive behaviors. A
Counselling and Forensic Psychologist, Russ has 20-plus years of experience working with sexual
assault, trauma, attachment, family systems and child protection issues. He has worked with
sexually abusive youth, adult sex offenders, and victims and survivors of sexual assault. He was a
recipient of a Creswick Fellowship in 2007 which enabled him to investigate best practice
adolescent programs in the USA, the UK and Europe. He is a past chairman of the Victorian Offender
Treatment Association (VOTA), a current board member of ANZATSA, a member of the Juvenile
Committee of ATSA (in which role he wrote the ‘tip’ sheet for the ATSA website on the impact of
pornography on adolescents), a member of the NSW Children’s Guardian’s Expert Advisory Panel,
and a past Board Member of the Victorian Therapeutic Treatment Board (a ministerial
appointment). In 2014, Russ was appointed a Board Member of the National Adolescent
Perpetrator Network (NAPN) based in Denver USA, by Gail Ryan. In October 2015, Russ was elected
a Fellow of ATSA. Russ regularly writes (including co-writing two blogs in 2019 for the ATSA blog
spot) and presents both nationally and internationally regarding youth exhibiting sexually abusive
behaviors, the impacts of pornography on sexual practice, particularly for youth and with those
adolescents who sexually harm others, and trauma, attachment and brain development issues. In
2019, he presented pre-conference sessions at MASOC, OASOTN, Oregon (& keynote), and ATSA, as
well as several Australian conferences. In 2020, Russ is again presenting at conferences in both
Australia and the USA.
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W-PM-07
One Size Does Not Fit All: Treatment of ID Youth with Sexual Behavior Problems
Kevin Creeden, MA, LMHC
The Whitney Academy
Adolescents with intellectual disabilities who exhibit problematic sexual behaviors are a diverse
group whose cognitive and neurodevelopmental challenges are reflected in a wide array of social,
emotional, cognitive, and behavioral impairments that are frequently combined with comorbid
psychiatric conditions. While the specific research on effectively addressing the assessment and
treatment of ID youth exhibiting problematic sexual behaviors remains sparse, incorporating
approaches with ID youth from outside the PSB field can serve to improve our effectiveness and
broaden our understanding of the challenges these children and adolescents may face in integrating
and using various treatment interventions (Blasingame, Creeden, and Rich, 2015; Chan & John,
2012).
This workshop will focus on highlighting the overarching principles associated with the effective
assessment and treatment of ID youth exhibiting problematic sexual behaviors while identifying
specific treatment needs and treatment interventions for some of the different constellations of
social, emotional, and cognitive difficulties with which these youth present.
This seminar is rated: Youth | Intermediate
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify key
areas of concern and adaptations to consider in the assessment of ID youth.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to discuss core
concepts in the treatment of youth with intellectual disabilities.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to adapt
treatment interventions for youth who present with different types of learning disabilities
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to appreciate
the different dynamics and issues that families of ID youth may present.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to examine
distinct risk factors that may exist for youth with intellectual disabilities.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to consider the
options and resources necessary for facilitating healthy sexual development and positive
sexual behaviors for youth with intellectual disabilities.

Kevin Creeden, MA, LMHC is the Director of Assessment and Research at the Whitney Academy in
East Freetown, MA. . He has over 35 years of clinical experience treating children, adolescents, and
their families working extensively with sexually and physically aggressive youth. Over the past 25
years, his primary focus has been on issues of trauma and attachment difficulties, especially with
regard to the neurological impact of trauma on behavior. He has authored articles and book
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chapters on the neuro-developmental impact of trauma on sexual behavior problems and sexual
offending behavior. In the past, Mr. Creeden has been a Teaching Fellow at Boston College, and an
Instructor in Psychology in the Department of Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School at Cambridge
Hospital. Presently, he is a guest faculty at the Simmons School of Social Work’s advanced training
program for trauma-informed cared. Mr. Creeden trains and consults nationally and internationally
to youth service, community, mental health, and forensic service programs.
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TH-AM-01 & TH-MID-01 & TH-PM-01
Violence Risk Scale-Sexual Offense Version (VRS-SO) Training
Mark E. Olver, PhD, RD Psych
University of Saskatchewan
This full day symposium will provide an overview of the development, relevant research,
administration, scoring, and interpretation of the Violence Risk Scale-Sexual Offense version (VRSSO; Wong, Olver, Nicholaichuk, & Gordon, 2003-2017). Participants will be provided an overview of
the research, development, and scoring of the VRS-SO and have an opportunity to rate the VRS-SO
on sample cases to assess risk, identify treatment targets linked to sexual violence, and evaluate
treatment changes. The symposium will be suitable to all who provide clinical assessment,
treatment, and risk management services to adult sexual offenders, and who are interested in
assessing change from treatment.
This seminar is rated: Adult | Advanced
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity learners should be better able to extract
relevant case file information required to make VRS-SO ratings.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to apply the
VRS-SO to identify treatment targets (criminogenic needs) for case-by-case treatment
planning.
 Upon completion of this educational activity learners should be better able to use the VRSSO dynamic factor ratings to create an individualized need profile to assist with case
conceptualization.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to utilize the
modified Stages of Change Model of the VRS-SO to assess treatment readiness and measure
treatment changes on identified criminogenic needs.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to correctly rate
the VRS-SO and interpret the results in the assessment of sex offenders in a clinical setting.
 Upon completion of this educational activity learners should be better able to incorporate
the VRS-SO into clinically useful sex offender risk assessment reports.
Mark E. Olver PhD is Professor and Registered Doctoral Psychologist (Saskatchewan) at the
University of Saskatchewan, where he is involved in program administration, graduate and
undergraduate teaching, research, and clinical training. Prior to his academic appointment, Mark
worked as a clinical psychologist in various capacities, including providing assessment, treatment,
and consultation services to young offenders in the Saskatoon Health Region and with adult federal
offenders in the Correctional Service of Canada. Mark’s research interests include offender risk
assessment and treatment, young offenders, psychopathy, and the evaluation of therapeutic change.
He is the co-developer of the Violence Risk Scale-Sexual Offense version (VRS-SO) and he provides
training and consultation services internationally in the assessment and treatment of sexual,
violent, and psychopathic persons.
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TH-AM-02
Self Generation and Sharing of Sexually Explicit Images by Minors
Symposium Chair: Michael C. Seto, PhD
Royal Ottawa Health Care Group
There is growing attention to the issue of self-generated sexually explicit images by minors. These
images may be shared with others, such as a potential or current dating partner (“sexting”), and
there are risks that the images are then reshared, including without the consent of the originating
minor. In a meta-analysis involving 39 studies and over 110,000 participants, the mean prevalence
rates for sending and receiving sexts were 15% and 27%, respectively, with prevalence positively
associated with age and recency of study. In addition, the prevalence rates of forwarding a sext
without consent and having a sext forwarded without consent were 12% and 8%, respectively.
In addition to the social and health issues, self-generated content could meet the legal criteria of
child sexual exploitation materials, with possible consequences for the minors involved. Selfgenerated content could also be sent to adults and then distributed online. Given these risks, it is
important to identify correlates of self-generating, sharing, and nonconsensually sharing sexually
explicit images.
In this symposium, we present three talks examining data from an innovative set of surveys
focusing on self-generation and sharing of sexually explicit content by minors. The first talk
examines the demographic and technology use correlates self-generating, sharing, and
nonconsensually sharing sexually explicit images. The second talk examines the context for this
activity, including attitudes, motivations for self-generating or sharing, and known consequences
for sharing. The third talk describes the different methodologies undertaken to gather this data
and discusses how it’s been used thus far to inform future research and programmatic efforts.

This session is rated: Adult & Youth | Intermediate | Clinical & Research
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Demographic and Technology Use Correlates of Self-Generated Sexually Explicit Images by Minors
Michael C. Seto, Ph.D.
Royal Ottawa Health Care Group
Kailey M. Roche, MSc
Carleton University
Kwynn Gonzalez-Pons, MPH
Thorn
Melissa Stroebel, MFS
Thorn
This talk examines the demographic and technology correlates of self-generating, sharing, and
nonconsensually sharing nude or near-nude (e.g., underwear) images or videos in a combined
nationally representative sample of 996 youth between the ages of 9 and 17 year olds recruited in
the United States through marketing panels. Demographic correlates included age, gender, sexual
orientation/identity, race/ethnicity, religious affiliation, household income, and geographic region.
Technology use correlates included platform use, whether the youth used encrypted apps, dating
apps, or had “finsta” social media accounts that their parents did not know about. Consistent with
prior research, preliminary analyses identified associations between the key dependent variables
involving nude or near-nude images or videos and participant age, gender, and sexual
orientation/identity. Extending previous research, we found some technology use variables were
relevant as well, for example, youth who self-generated or shared sexually explicit images were
more likely to use encrypted apps, suggesting some awareness of privacy and security. Other
results will be shared as the analyses are completed. Implications of the findings for public policy
and practice will be discussed.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe the
prevalence of sending, receiving and sharing sexual images among children and youth.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
demographic and technology use correlates of nude image-related behavior in children and
youth.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to suggest
interventions for sending and nonconsensual sharing of nude or near nude images in
children and youth.
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Parents’ Understanding of Self-Generated Child Sexual Exploitation Materials (SG-CSEM)
Kailey Roche, MSc.
Carleton University
Michael C. Seto, PhD
Royal Ottawa Health Care Group
Kwynn Gonzalez-Pons, MPH
Thorn
Melissa Stroebel, MFS
Thorn
With much of children’s lives being online, there is growing concern about self-generated child
sexual abuse material (SG-CSEM) and online solicitation. In the United States specifically, there is
continuing debate over the state of sex education in schools (Huber & Firmin, 2014) making it
unlikely that children are receiving any significant information on online safety. Parents and
caregivers are responsible for monitoring children’s use of technology and often impose
restrictions, including blocking websites with adult content, instating time limits, and requiring
access to social media accounts. However, parents may not always be aware of the different
strategies children can use to circumvent these rules, or their children’s behaviour on online
platforms, including the generating and sharing of SG-CSEM. The present study aims to answer the
following questions: Do parents and caregivers have insight into their children’s behaviour online?
Further, do parents and caregivers have the capacity to help their children with issues related to
SG-CSEM? Method: A total of 402 parents/caregivers were administered an anonymous online
survey asking about their attitudes, behaviours, and understanding related to technology and SGCSEM. The present study focuses on parents’ awareness of children’s alternative and more private
social media accounts (“finstas), whether they have talked to their children about sending SG-CSEM,
their expectations that their children are sending SG-CSEM, whether they themselves send explicit
images to others, attitudes toward those whose SG-CSEM are nonconsensually leaked, and whether
they feel equipped to handle a situation where their child’s SG-CSEM material was leaked. Results:
Preliminary analysis shows that 62% of caregivers have talked to their children about sending SGCSEM, however one-third of those with children already in high school had not discussed this topic
with their children. Further, parents were more willing to believe that other children were sending
SG-CSEM than they were of their own children. Worryingly, 58% of caregivers admitted to being
unequipped to help their children handle SG-CSEM being leaked. Implications: To equip parents to
better support their children, parents need to be educated on the prevalence of SG-CSEM as well as
the means through which children are sharing it. Further, parents need to be educated and
supported in discussing sex, relationships, and SG-CSEM sharing with their children to facilitate
communication.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
what parents know of their children’s online behaviours.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to know
whether parental factors are related to parents having talked to their children about SGCSAM.
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Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to better
understand whether parents feel capable of supporting their children with regard to SGCSAM.

Using Creative, Nimble Methodologies to Learn From and Engage With Youth
Melissa Stroebel, MFS
Kwynn Gonzalez-Pons, MPH
Thorn
At Thorn, we recognize that youth are the experts in their online experiences, and as such we strive
to ground our research, campaigns, and products in their attitudes and lived experiences. In order
to learn from and engage with youth, it is important to undertake nimble methodologies,
particularly when it involves complex and sensitive topics like sexual solicitation. In addition to the
quantitative research discussed earlier in this session, the study has included a range of qualitative
practices including online diaries for 13-17 year olds, in person focus groups for 9-12 year olds, and
interviews with subject matter experts. This session will provide insight into the methodologies
we’ve undertaken to do this and how they’ve evolved in the face of a pandemic. We will also discuss
our multi-pronged strategy to addressing child sexual abuse, highlighting our campaign and
intervention strategy, how it stems from this research, and our approach to empowering kids to
navigate online risks. We will briefly introduce our organization’s youth-focused campaign, NoFiltr,
and how it is informed by our research efforts.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
nimble research methods to engage youth on complex topics.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
practices to safely engage young people on sensitive subjects.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the process from identifying an issue to executing on a campaign to engage youth about
sexual solicitation.
Dr. Michael C. Seto is a registered clinical and forensic psychologist and currently a research
director with the Royal Ottawa Health Care Group, as well as Professor in Psychiatry at the
University of Ottawa. He also serves as the Editor-in-Chief of Sexual Abuse, the ATSA journal. Dr.
Seto has published extensively on pedophilia, sexual offending against children and online
offending. He regularly presents at scientific meetings and professional workshops on these topics.
He has written well-reviewed books on pedophilia and sexual offending against children (2008,
second edition in 2018) and on internet sex offenders (2013), all published by the American
Psychological Association.
Kailey Roche received her MSc. in Forensic Psychology from Saint Mary’s University and is
currently working on her PhD in Psychology at Carleton University. Her MSc. thesis focused on
informing the development of a workshop to increase mental health professionals’ competency to
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treat those with sexual attraction to children. Her research interests include developing treatment
programs for non-offending men with sexual attraction to children, atypical sexual interests, risk
assessment and treatment for sexual offending, and community reintegration.
Melissa Stroebel is the Head of Research & Insights at Thorn. In her current role, she serves as a
subject matter expert and drives strategic research examining emerging threats and trends in
online exploitation. Prior to joining Thorn in 2017, Melissa worked for nearly a decade with the
National Center for Missing & Exploited Children as a victim identification analyst, product
manager, and researcher.
Melissa graduated from the University of Michigan with a bachelor’s degree in history and George
Washington University with a master’s degree in forensic science.
Kwynn works as a Research Associate at Thorn. Kwynn’s work in the anti-child-exploitation space
includes interning at the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children and volunteering on
anti-trafficking task forces in Texas and Utah. Kwynn was selected by the United Nations University
Centre for Policy Research to join an international working group to support Alliance 8.7 of the
2030 Sustainable Development Goals, which focuses on taking immediate and effective measures to
eradicate forced labour, end modern slavery and human trafficking, and secure the prohibition and
elimination of the worst forms of child labour, including recruitment and use of child soldiers.
Kwynn graduated from McNeese State University with a bachelor’s degree in business management
and the University of North Texas Health Science Center with a Master of Public Health. She is a PhD
Candidate in the College of Social Work at the University of Utah.
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TH-AM-03
The Use of the ACUTE 2007 to Inform Supervision Strategies
Panel Coordinator: Brandon J Duncan, MA, LMHC
Washington State Department of Corrections
Dominic Winter, MEd
Marcus Miller, BA
Corey McNally, MS, LMHC
Washington State Department of Corrections
Current research strongly supports the use of the Risk-Needs-Responsivity (RNR) model for
reducing recidivism of all criminal offenders. This model emphasizes the use of empirically based
risk assessment tools to identify risk of re-offense, identification of criminogenic needs, and
treatment delivery that is individually tailored to maximize effectiveness. Sex offenders are
considered a unique population with respect to risk assessment and targeting of criminogenic
needs. Several actuarial tools have been found to offer moderate validity for prediction of sexual
recidivism with the first iteration focusing on static (unchanging) factors. More recent focus has
been paid to Dynamic Risk Factors (DRFs) that may also play a role in risk. These tools have shown
similar levels of validity as static assessments and have the added benefit of identifying treatment
and supervision targets. Current research has further demonstrated that combining static and
dynamic risk assessments provide even better predictive value. Combining risk assessment tools
for the purposes of gaining incremental predictive validity is an accepted practice. One practice
combines the STATIC-99R and STABLE-2007 and is showing more frequency in use in forensic
reports for Civilly Committed Sex Offenders in Washington State. While data on adding the ACUTE2007 is still limited, this tool is useful for community supervision officers to be attentive to changes
in risk increasing states for the purposes of applying resources. We intend to present current
formative practices in this area with full acknowledgement of limits to inferential findings or
generalizability. This would describe the process by which Corrections Specialists use the ACUTE2007 as a tool to guide supervision decision making following the needs portion of the RNR model.
The application of this approach is specific to individuals civilly committed under Washington State
Law as Sexually Violent Predators. This panel would also discuss the concept of risk over time as it
applies to community supervision and re-integration.
This session is rated: Adult | Advanced | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the concept of risk over time as it relates to risk management strategies and community
supervision.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the practical use of the ACUTE-2007 dynamic risk tool as it relates to community
supervision strategies.
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Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the role that Community Corrections plays in identifying, targeting, and responding to
criminogenic needs.

Brandon Duncan received a Master’s degree in Theology and Culture in 2008 and a Master’s
degree in Counseling Psychology in 2010 from The Seattle School of Theology and Psychology. He
completed his internship and post degree externship with the Washington State Department of
Corrections in 2011 as a mental health case manager and completed mental health assessments. He
then worked in community mental health with the Community Psychiatric Clinic in Bell-Town
Seattle specializing in clients who presented violent and aggressive behavior. In 2013, Brandon
worked for the Department of Social and Health Services at the Special Commitment Center as a
Psychology Associate and then in 2016 as the Therapies Supervisor where he facilitated the
development of the “High Acuity Program” for residents with chronic acute needs and served as a
voting member of the Senior Clinical Team. In 2019, Brandon began his work at the Department of
Corrections as the Civil Commitment Program Manager in charge of operations, infrastructure,
policy, administration, as well as supervising the Corrections Specialists and technical staff.
Brandon is a licensed Mental Health Counselor and is a member of WATSA, ATSA, SOCCPN, APA,
NAMA, and MHFA.
Dominic Winter has been a Community Corrections officer with the Washington State Department
of Corrections since 2008. He is currently with the Civil Commitment Program supervising Sexually
Violent Predators released from the Special Commitment Center on McNeil Island. Prior to this, he
worked in the Special Needs Unit managing severely mentally ill offenders. Since joining the Civil
Commitment Program, Mr. Winter has supervised SVPs in Grays Harbor, Lewis, Thurston, Pierce
and Spokane counties. Prior to working for the Department of Corrections, Mr. Winter worked as a
Residential Rehabilitation Counselor at the Greater Lakes Mental Health Recovery Center in
Spanaway, WA and at the Lifeline Connections inpatient chemical dependency treatment facility in
Vancouver, WA. Mr. Winter earned his B.A. in psychology from Western Washington University in
2005 with a focus on experimental psychology and statistics. After graduation he volunteered as a
teaching assistant at the Remann Hall Day Reporting School in Tacoma, WA teaching U.S. History
and Civics. Mr. Winter graduated from Western Governor’s University with a Master’s degree in
Education July of 2020.
Marcus Miller began his Criminal Justice career in 2003, working as a Counselor for All vest work
release in Pierce County Washington. In 2004, he began working for the Washington State
Department of Social and Health Services as a Residential Rehabilitation Counselor at the Special
Commitment Center on McNeil Island. In 2006, Mr. Miller continued working with the adult
offender population as a Community Corrections officer for the Washington State Department of
Corrections. He supervised both high, medium and low risk offenders. During that time, he also
conducted pre-sentence investigations, and developed a cognitive behavioral program for youth
(Discovering Other Choices). Since 2015, Mr. Miller has worked as a Corrections Specialist for the
Washington State Department of Corrections Civil Commitment Program, supervising Sexually
Violent Predators on a Less Restrictive Alternative. Mr. Miller’s educational exploits include a
Bachelor’s Degree in Arts and Science from Western Washington University and an Associate’s
degree in Criminal Justice from Pierce Community College. He is oriented to the Stable 2007, Acute
and Static 99-R.
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Corey McNally earned both his Master’s degree in clinical psychology and Bachelors in psychology
degrees from Eastern Washington University in 2007 and 2004 respectively. After working in
community mental health for a year, he began working at the Special Commitment Center (SCC) in
2008, as a therapist and provided treatment to individuals in all levels of management and worked
at different times in both the special needs and regular tracks. He revised programming for both
the tracks, was an active member of the crisis negotiations team and completed law enforcement
notifications for individuals releasing from total confinement. He started working for the
Department of Corrections in 2014 as an administrator for cognitive behavioral programs then
later in his current position as the Clinical Quality Assurance and Training Manger for the Sex
Offender Treatment and Assessments Programs. In this role, he became a certified trainer in the
Static 99R, Stable and Acute 2007 assessments in 2016. He researched, developed and
implemented a updated treatment program, provided on-going quality assurance, and participated
in legislative activities and research projects within WA DOC. He is a clinical member of ATSA and a
DOC Liaison to the Washington Chapter of ATSA, WATSA, and the DOC appointee to the WA State
Sex Offender Treatment Provider Advisory Committee.
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TH-AM-04
Being Victim Centered While Working With Sexual Abusers
M. Denise Metz, MAIPS
20th Judicial District Probation
Danielle Fagan, MA
Marcie Howell, BSW
20th Judicial District Probation
Private Practice
Adopting a victim-centered approach in the supervision and treatment of adult sex offenders is
important for teams working within this field. One of the basic tenets of victims' rights is that we
treat victims with fairness, dignity and respect. As is well documented, the impact of sexual
violence on victims can be profound, long lasting and life altering. Developing meaningful, realworld strategies to involve victims and victim advocates in the supervision and treatment of sexual
abusers will help teams to hold offenders accountable for their behaviors while, more importantly,
empowering and potentially helping victims in their recovery processes. Additional benefits of
committing to a strong victim- centered approach could include improving case and treatment
planning as well as enhancing victim and community safety. In 2016, the Department of Justice's
Office on Violence Against Women funded a multi-organizational (one of which was ATSA)
initiative which produced an informational resource entitled, "Promoting Collaboration Between
Victim Advocates and Sex Offender Management Professionals: A Resource Package." Their hope
with the document was to help further stakeholder collaboration in the field of sexual violence. In
the course of creating this report, the contributors conducted a survey of victim advocates, offense
specific therapists and supervising officers around the country. While a high percentage of the
respondents (over 91%) agreed that multidisciplinary cooperation can help reduce recidivism of
sexual abusers, few (approximately 10%) felt that such collaboration between sex offender
management professionals and victim advocates actually occurred with any regularity.
In an effort to further the goals of this initiative, in our session we will propose several strategies
that supervision and treatment professionals can employ in order to increase the involvement of
advocates and victims in their work. We will discuss what being victim-centered truly means for
people working in the field, how to employ specific practices to involve victims post-sentencing and
why a victim-centered approach is so critical. We will share specific examples of how our district
enacts victim-centeredness, such as offering victims the opportunity to meet with the supervising
probation officer and victim assistance coordinator at the start of a client's supervision, engaging
more thoroughly and thoughtfully with the clarification letter process and exploring creative
possibilities for clarification meetings.
Another way to positively impact victim and community safety, by reducing recidivism, is to allow
Risk, Need and Responsivity guide our planning and decision-making on cases. We will share our
experiences facilitating a victim offender dialogue between a sex offender and his victim and
engaging a sexual abuse survivor in a dialogue process without the perpetrator's involvement.
Participants will also hear from a victim therapist and representative for a local offense specific
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treatment agency with suggestions for providers on finding qualified victim representatives with
whom to work and with ideas about doing empathy work with sex offender clients.
This session is rated: Adult | Advanced | Clinical & Research
Learning Goals:





What does it actually mean to be victim centered? Participants will gain a broader
understanding and appreciation for what this means while working in the sex offender
field.
What does victim-centeredness look like in practice? Participants will leave with specific
victim centered practices and ideas on how to implement them. There will be a discussion
of potential obstacles to implementation and how to work through them. Participants will
also be given suggestions as to the best approach to take when working with victims
including suggestions around language to use.
Why is it so important to be victim centered? Participants will understand the importance
of victim centered as it relates to victims' rights laws throughout the country. Additionally,
we will reference the "Promoting Collaboration..." document and talk about how building
relationships between victim advocates and sex offender management professionals will
enhance the work of all parties. We will discuss how cultivating relationships with victims
not only empowers victims and gives them a voice but can also help improve with the
supervision and treatment of offenders.

Denise Metz has been the supervisor of the sex offender unit in the 20th Judicial District Probation
Department since 2015. Prior to becoming a supervisor, she was a Probation Officer beginning her
career in 1999 with the City and County of Denver before starting with Boulder Probation in 2001.
She supervised a domestic violence caseload initially until moving into the sex offender world in
2005. Denise is a state certified VASOR and SOTIPS risk assessments trainer as well as a trained
High Risk Victim Offender Dialogue facilitator. She has presented at the Sex Offender Management
Board’s (State of CO) yearly conference on two occasions and was recently accepted to present at
this year’s renowned ATSA (Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers) conference. Denise
was born and raised in Boulder, CO and earned her bachelor’s degree at the Univ of CO in Boulder.
She went on to get her master’s degree at the Monterey Institute of International Policy Studies.
Denise enjoys travelling internationally and hiking with her significant other (they have hiked all of
CO’s 58 14,000 foot peaks), spending time with their two dogs and is a big time sports fan – GO
NUGGETS!
Danielle Fagan is the Victim Assistant Coordinator for the Boulder County Probation department
and sits on the Colorado State Restorative Justice Council. She has been serving victims as an
advocate for almost 20 years and is passionately committed to integrating victim centered
restorative justice practices into her work. She began her career in victim services in 1998 at the
Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office working with victims during the Columbine shooting. Following
that, she worked as a Victim Witness Specialist for the Jefferson County District’s Attorney.
Currently, she facilitates restorative justice processes, high risk victim offender dialogues and
provides support and services to victims whose offenders are on probation. Danielle earned her
bachelor’s degree at the University of Colorado in Boulder and her master’s degree in criminal
justice at the University of Colorado in Denver. When she isn’t at work, Danielle enjoys spending
time with her two children, her Golden Retriever and being outside.
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Marcie Howell is currently the Victim Representative on Boulder County’s REACH Team, the multidisciplinary team that oversees the treatment and supervision of juveniles who have committed a
sexually based offense. She also works as a consultant regarding victims and adult offender issues
for the FETS treatment agency. Marcie has been a private therapist specializing in the treatment of
both the primary and secondary victims of sexual abuse since 2009. She has been working with
victims of crime and trauma in a variety of settings for over twenty-five years. Marcie was the
Director of Client Services at Blue Sky Bridge, Boulder County’s Child Advocacy Center, for 11 years.
Previously she worked as a Victim Specialist for the Boulder County District Attorney’s Office.
Marcie had the honor of serving on the Sex Offender Board as the Management Board as the Victim
Representative from 2007-2010. On a personal note, she’s an avid gardener and enjoys time spent
with extended family and friends.
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TH-AM-05
Looking Forward and Looking Back: Estimating Lifetime Recidivism and Time to Desistance
David Thornton, PhD
FAsTR, LLC
R. Karl Hanson, PhD, CPsych
SAARNA & Carleton University
Sharon Kelley, PsyD
Sand Ridge Evaluation Unit
This workshop provides training on how to extrapolate to lifetime sexual recidivism risk using the
actuarial framework recently presented by Thornton, Hanson, Kelley and Mundt (2019).
The mathematical model and tables are now publicly available, as is an Excel Spreadsheet that is
available for download on the static99.org website. Despite the detailed instructions for using the
spreadsheet, our experiences is that many professionals continue to have questions concerning
how to use it appropriately. The purpose of this workshop is to (1) provide training, including
practice with feedback, in appropriately using the Excel Spreadsheet to produce risk estimates, and
(2) enable participants to better understand and explain how the risk estimates are produced.
Workshop participants will be asked to bring a laptop loaded with an up-to-date version of Excel
with the spreadsheet and associated instructions downloaded. We will make the spreadsheet and
instructions available via a USB, and we hope that they will be downloadable via the Conference
App as well.
The workshop will begin with a brief explanation of the model and its basis in research. This will
include a graphic illustrating the steps in the process of producing risk estimates. It will also
suggest general language to be used describing the method and its results. We will then
demonstrate three common contexts in which the methods can be applied. We will explain the
particular issues involved in each context, illustrate the steps the model goes through to produce
risk estimates for that context, and describe the steps needed to apply the spreadsheet for that
context. Participants will then be given input data and asked to apply the method on their own
laptops. We will provide direct assistance for people doing this. Two or three examples will be
worked through for each context. Finally, we will discuss how to describe the strengths and
limitations of the method. There will be opportunities for questions as participants consider
applying this model to actual cases at their site.
The three contexts for which we will be demonstrating the use of the spreadsheet are the following:
(1) Extrapolating to lifetime sexual recidivism for an individual being first returned to the
community after serving a sentence for the index sex offense; (2) Extrapolating to lifetime sexual
recidivism for an individual who has previously been released to the community after the index sex
offense and is now detained for some other reason (parole violation; conviction for a non-sexual
offense); (3) Extrapolating to lifetime sexual recidivism for an individual who has been sex offense
free in the community for an extended period.
The first two contexts may be particularly relevant to sentencing decisions, parole release
decisions, initial civil commitment or discharge from civil commitment. The third context may be
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particularly relevant to decisions regarding changes in intensity of supervision or to deregistration.
This session is rated: Adult | Advanced | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners will be able to use an empirical model
to estimate lifetime sexual recidivism risk from when someone is released after the index
sex offense.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners will be able to use an empirical model
to estimate lifetime sexual recidivism risk for someone with a non-sexual current offense.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners will learn an actuarial approach to
combining initial risk and years sexual offense free in the community into an assessment of
current risk.
David Thornton, PhD, is a psychologist in private practice in Wisconsin and holds a part time
position as a professor in the department of clinical psychology at the University of Bergen in
Norway. He was research director for Wisconsin’s program for sexually violent persons for three
years and previously was the treatment director for that program for over a decade. He has
published on evidence-based standards for effective correctional programs and on the importance
of therapist style in the provision of treatment designed to reduce sexual recidivism. He has been
involved in the development of static actuarial instruments to assess sexual recidivism risk,
contributing to the development of such scales as Static-99, Static-2002, Static-99R, Static-2002R
and Risk Matrix 2000. He has been involved in the development of psychological risk assessment,
creating the Structured Risk Assessment (SRA) framework. David Thornton has published three
books, over 15 chapters in edited books, and over 75 papers in peer-reviewed scientific journals.
R. Karl Hanson, PhD, CPsych, is one of the leading researchers in the field of risk assessment and
treatment for individuals with a history of sexual offending. Originally trained as a clinical
psychologist, he has published more than 175 articles, including several highly influential reviews.
He is lead author of the most widely used measures for assessing the risk and needs of individuals
with a history of sexual offending (Static-99R; Static-2002R; STABLE-2007). He has received career
contribution awards from the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers, Public Safety
Canada, the International Association for the Treatment of Sexual Offenders, and the Criminal
Justice Section of the Canadian Psychological Association. Based in Ottawa, Canada, he worked for
Public Safety Canada between 1991 and 2017, and is now adjunct faculty in the psychology
departments of Carleton University (Ottawa) and Ryerson University (Toronto).
Sharon Kelley, PsyD is employed as an SVP evaluator with the Sand Ridge Evaluation Unit in
Madison, Wisconsin, and she is the current President of the Wisconsin Chapter of ATSA. She is
licensed to practice psychology in Wisconsin, Minnesota, and California. Both within her practical
work and research projects, she is interested in empirically based risk assessments and
understanding evaluator decision-making. She is a co-developer of the Structured Assessment of
Protective Factors – Sex Offense version (SAPROF-SO). She has authored and co-authored ten
journal publications, one book chapter, and two ATSA Forum articles. Her current research projects
involve the SAPROF-SO, the rate of undetected sexual offending, and sexual risk assessment of
individuals with major mental illness.
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TH-AM-06
Ramping Treatment Adapting Traditional Treatment Strategies for Offenders with
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities
Heather Hermans, BA
Vita Community Living Services
Having a disability informed approach and presenting therapy in an accessible manner
should be a right for clients with intellectual and developmental disabilities receiving treatment
for sexually offensive behaviour. This session will focus on the importance of what this means for
the therapist or clinician working in this population. Clients with IDD may have different
motivations, experiences, language or values than those in the traditional population. For
treatment to be successful, a therapist needs to consider their therapeutic approach (York 2006).
We will review how traditional treatment strategies may create barriers to those with
IDD and how adaption strengthens treatment and supports lower recidivism rates. The session
will review the learning strengths and styles of people with IDD and how to build upon these
strengths, and understand criminogenic factors that can lead to determining treatment
programming (Salonia, Hermans, Hingsburger 2019). The session will provide examples and
hands-on activities of creative and flexible ways to adapt (ramp) traditional therapy approaches
through four key domains that have been successful for clients. The four keys domains we will be
covering for adoptions: being creative, visual, concrete and interactive. Through case models, I
will show how using these four key domains have supported the success of individuals with IDD
receiving treatment.
This session is rated Adult & Youth | Intermediate | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify the
importance of adapting therapy for the IDD population.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify the
learning styles and strengths of the IDD population.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to apply
examples of adaption found to be useful and successful to traditional treatment.

Heather Hermans has worked for over 25 years with people with intellectual disabilities.
Heather has led numerous teams in supporting people with various needs transition from
institutional settings into community and treatment settings. Heather is an honours graduate of
the Disabilities Studies program at Ryerson University in Toronto, Ontario. Heather works as a
Behaviour Therapist who oversees a residential community treatment program for adult males
with IDD who have sexual offending behaviours.
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TH-AM-07
New Psychiatric/Psychological Unit Working With the Roman Catholic Church, France in
Cases of Pedophilia, Sexual Aggression
Wayne Bodkin, PhD
Mathieu Lacambre, MD
Magali Teillard-DIRAT, MA
CRIAVS-LR of the University Hospital of Montpellier
Two of the authors, Bodkin & Lacambre, will present the results of findings in this four-year study,
including case studies, with perspectives and results of an official collaboration between a specialized
unit for sexual aggressors and victims (CRIAVS-LR), that is part of the French public hospital
university system (CHU), and the Catholic Church in France (CEAVE). The unit works in the
Emergency and post-emergency department of the hospital, and also in local prisons, probation
services and the Justice Department. The first convention was signed in Montpellier, southern France
in May 2016 with the Diocese of Montpellier. A unit was set up at the hospital to listen to victims and
aggressors and accompany them (victims, parents, family, clergy, religious and lay people). The
impact of major psycho-trauma will be discussed as well as other surprising results regarding both
victims, aggressors, and families and the Church.
This session is rated: Adult & Youth | General | Clinical & Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to further the
understanding of perpetrators of sexual violence within a religious context.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify the
elements of prevention that have been put into place.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand a
French approach to the question of sexual aggression. What we do differently to other
countries and why?
Magali Teillard-Dirat, is a clinical psychologist specialized in victimology and criminology, she
works at the Centre Ressources pour les Intervenants Auprès d'Auteurs de Violences Sexuelles
(CRIAVS) at the University Hospital of Montpellier (France); she has developed her practice around
an integrative management of sexual violence, by proposing individual, group and family therapies.
As a University lecturer , she regularly participates in various conferences. Author of various
articles, she has participated in the writing of several papers such as, ‘Personality disorder: neither
psychotic, nor neurotic, nor perverse, nor normal...’ (Dunod 2013), ‘Psychological violence’ (Dunod
2014), ‘Victims and authors of sexual violence’ (Dunod 2016), ‘Perpetrators of sexual violence:
prevention, evaluation, care’ (public hearing 2018), ‘Sexual violence: new expressions, new
interventions’ (Lavoisier Médecine sciences 2019). More specifically interested in the influence of
the virtual on the psychological construction of the subject, that develops a reflection on the
emergence of new ways of being in relation and new forms of violence.
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Wayne Bodkin has a PhD in psychotherapy, he is a systemic therapist of the family and the couple
and has been working with the CRIAVS-LR of the University Hospital of Montpellier since 2012. He
is the Director of the unit for victims and perpetrators of sexual violence of the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Montpellier. As such, he is at the origin of the first convention between a public
university hospital and the church in 2016. He began working in the field following the increase in
the number of cases of sexual abuse by clergy in France. As an active researcher and clinician, he
has contributed to numerous works including recent books: ‘Sexuality and Transgression - The
Question of Otherness’ (Dunod 2019), ‘Perpetrators of Sexual Violence: Prevention, Evaluation,
Care’ (Public Hearing 2018), ‘Sexual Violence: New Expressions, New Interventions’ (Lavoisier
Médecine sciences 2019). As a trainer, he is a member of several national and international
associations with a clinical and scientific interest in sexual violence committed by women in
couples and families. His clinical work is carried out in hospitals, prisons and also in his private
practice in Montpellier, France.
Mathieu Lacambre has been a hospital psychiatrist at the University Hospital of Montpellier since
2004; he practices forensic psychiatry in complex spaces at the health-justice interfaces (prison,
specialized reception and evaluation units, etc.). Initially involved with victims (consultation of
asylum seekers who were victims of torture), he turned to the perpetrators in order to treat
violence from its origins. Responsible for the university diploma in forensic psychopathology,
lecturer in several university faculties (Montpellier, Toulouse, Paris...), he is the author of numerous
articles on violence and dangerousness and has coordinated several books: ‘Psychotherapy and
Education’ (Ed. Dunod, 2016), ‘Sexualities and Transgressions’ (Ed. Dunod, 2019), ‘Sexual Violence:
New Expressions, New Interventions’ (Lavoisier Médecine Sciences, 2019). And because effective
prevention is possible, he and his team are behind the creation of a Toolbox for the Prevention of
Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (BOAT), intended for all those working with minors aged
between 5 and 18.
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TH-AM-08
Hypersexuality and Paraphilic Behaviors in Normative Populations
Measurement Invariance of Hypersexuality in Paraphilic and Normative Samples
Brandon Burgess, MSc
Skye Stephens, PhD, R Psych
Elisabeth Leroux, MA
Saint Mary’s University
Background: Hypersexuality is a construct typically defined by persistent compulsive sexual
behaviour or fantasies, which are accompanied by significant personal distress (Kafka, 2010).
Hypersexuality is particularly relevant in populations of adults who sexually offend, as sexual
preoccupation is a strong predictor of sexual recidivism (Mann et al., 2010). One of the most robust
and commonly used measures of hypersexuality is the Hypersexual Behaviour Inventory (HBI; Reid
et al., 2011). Although the HBI has undergone empirical scrutiny to validate its use on a range of
populations, further research should be conducted to support its use on non-clinical community
samples (Bőthe et al., 2019). In particular, there is a need for testing of measurement invariance,
which is used to determine whether a latent construct remains the same across different
populations. The focus of the present study is to use measurement invariance testing to determine
whether hypersexuality, as assessed by the HBI, is valid for use with a community-based sample of
individuals with and without paraphilias, across biological sex, and age. Methods/Results: Several
databases were combined in the present study for the purposes of measurement invariance testing:
a sample of community-based participants recruited from MTurk Prime and a Canadian university
(n = 674) and samples of individuals recruited to community-based studies on paraphilias via
online forums (n = 953). All participants completed the HBI and completed the same demographic
questions. The data has been collected and analyses will be completed ahead of the ATSA 2021
conference. Discussion: The study will provide insight on whether hypersexuality, as assessed by
the HBI, is expressed differently across a range of populations. The results have implications for the
assessment and classification of hypersexuality in diverse groups.
This paper is rated: Adult | General | Clinical & Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to have a basic
understanding of assessment of hypersexuality.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the expression of hypersexuality across different populations.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
whether some populations may require a modified measure of hypersexuality.
Brandon is in the final year of his MSc in Applied Psychology – Forensic Psychology Stream. In
2018 he graduated from Saint Francis Xavier University with a B.Sc in Psychology with Honours.
His research interests include trajectory research on the offending patterns of late-onset sexual
offenders, and risk assessment. After completing his MSc, he plans to pursue a PhD in Clinical
Psychology.
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The Sexual Landscape – Visualizing Relationships Among Various Normophilic and Paraphilic
Sexual Arousal Patterns in Online Representative National Sample Using Advanced Mathematical
Modelling
Renáta Androvičová
National Institute of Mental Health, Klecany & Charles University, Prague
Eva Höschlová
Charles University, Prague
Klára Bártová
Charles University, Prague
Lucie Krejčová
National Institute of Mental Health, Klecany & Charles University, Prague
Cyril Höschl
Time is Ltd, Czech Republic
Kateřina Klapilová
National Institute of Mental Health, Klecany & Charles University, Prague
Introduction: We tend to think about paraphilic and normophilic patterns of sexual arousal as being
strictly separated, yet the actual degree of "separateness" is unknown. The same goes for paraphilic
patterns of arousal which represent separate nosological units in psychiatric manuals, which
sometimes leads to issuing multiple diagnoses and further stigmatization of patients. In our research,
we attempted to model relative distances among patterns and create a probabilistic landscape of
arousal, in order to understand how this “separateness” actually looks like. We also examined how
input parameters might determine the exact layout of visualisations.
Methods: We collected data on sexual arousal from 5023 Czech men and 5021 Czech women via
online representative quota sampling. Examined patterns of sexual arousal involved: consensual
teleiophilic heterosexuality (Het), consensual telefophilic homosexuality (Hom), arousal to beating
and torture (Beat), arousal to humiliation and submission (Humil), arousal to pre-pubescent children
(Pedo), arousal to pubescent children (Hebe), autogynephilic/autoandrophilic arousal
(Autogyn/Autoandro), arousal to cross-dressing (Transvest), fetishism (Fet), exhibitionism (Exhib),
voyeurism (Voy), frottage (Frott), arousal to a scenario of non-consensual stranger immobilization
(Immob), arousal to a scenario of predatory stranger rape (Biast) and arousal to animals (Zoo).
Relative distances among arousal patterns were modelled by sociomapping (a method of
visualization of relational data) (Bahbouh & Bahbouh, 2005). Three types of input parameters
representing distances among the patterns were used: fuzzy sets intersections, correlations and
Euclidean distances.
Results: Most comprehensive and sensible results were attained using the fuzzy sets intersections as
input parameters. In this manner, six main clusters of arousal were revealed - Het, Hom, Biast, Beat,
Zoo, Pedo in men and Het, Beat, Biast, Zoo, Hebe, Pedo in women. In men and women alike, Het cluster
was the most frequent and the central one surrounded by other clusters. It subsumed patterns like
Voy, Frott and Fet. Humil, Immob, Exhib, Autogyn/utoandro and Transvest represented wide
periphery of the central Het cluster. Unlike in men, Het and Hom arousal patterns were not separate
in women. Unlike in women, Hebe pattern did not constituted a separate cluster but represented a
distant periphery of Het cluster and a transitional formation between the Het and Pedo cluster.
Conclusions: Our analysis revealed six main clusters of arousal in both sexes which were connected
to each other via intermediate arousal patterns. Clusters were partially comparable to those reported
in clinical/forensic populations. Clustering was comparable in men and women, with the exception
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of the Hom pattern which constituted a separate cluster in men but was a part of the Het cluster in
women and with the exception of Hebe pattern which constituted a separate cluster in women but
formed an intermediate area between the Het and Pedo cluster. Interestingly, patterns like Biast or
Hebe, which are sometimes considered representative of normal male heterosexuality (even if rather
“disinhibited”), were more distant from heterosexual normophilia than other patterns traditionally
considered paraphilic like Voy, Frott, Exhib or Fetish.
This project was supported by the Czech Science Foundation project GACR (20-03604S) and by the
project Sustainability for the National Institute of Mental Health (LO1611), with financial support
from the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports of the Czech Republic under the NPU I program.
This paper is rated: Adult | General | Clinical & Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
how various patterns of sexual arousal cluster in the general population.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
gender differences in the clustering of sexual arousal patterns.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
prevalences of various sexual arousal patterns in the general population.
Renáta Androvičová - I am an experimental sexologist and a neuroscientist. My current main
scientific interest is basic and applied research of sexual aggression and internet-initiated sexual
abuse of minors. At work, I use a wide array of instruments ranging from systematic reviews and
anamnestic interviews, through psychological questionnaires and national surveys, to brain imaging
and physiological measurements of sexual arousal. I hold a Master’s degree in Psychology and a
doctoral degree in Neuroscience. My doctoral thesis addressed the topic of the involvement of the
brain endocannabinoid system in the regulation of sexual arousal and is available on my
ResearchGate profile (https://cutt.ly/thesis_Androvicova).
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TH-AM-09
The New Reality of the Use of Technology in Providing Therapy
Delivery of a Telehealth SOTP:
Clinician Experiences and Participant Feedback From a British Columbian Program
Lee Vargen, MA
Carla Dassinger, PsyD
British Columbia Forensic Psychiatric Services Commission
The COVID-19 pandemic has necessitated changes to the delivery of forensic mental health services,
including treatment for sexual offending. In response, British Columbia’s Forensic Sexual Offence
Program (FSOP) has shifted to a telehealth format. This presentation will provide a review of the
authors’ experiences delivering a telehealth SOTP. Perceived benefits, challenges, and
recommendations for other practitioners will be discussed. Preliminary results of a participant
feedback survey will also be presented.
Background
The FSOP is a 3-month, group-based CBT program for men convicted or charged with sexual
offences and sentenced provincially. Groups are provided in both community and custodial settings.
Sessions typically run for approximately three hours in duration on a weekly basis.
Shifting to an Online Format
With the declaration of the global pandemic and the introduction of lockdown measures, the FSOP
transitioned to telehealth delivery. Community group members access sessions via emaildistributed links, while in custody, members continue to meet in a treatment room, and facilitators
join through a laptop connected to a television with participants situated in view. Participants in
both community and custody groups are provided with a program workbook prior to the beginning
of treatment that contains didactic material, homework assignments, and a self-management plan
that participants complete at the end of the program.
Changes to Practice
There have been a number of changes to practice for the FSOP in the following areas: (1) written
materials and homework evaluation; (2) management of group dynamics; (3) logistics of organizing
group and individual sessions; and (4) ensuring privacy and confidentiality in an online format. In
custody, written material is evaluated verbally, dictating a change to the format of group
discussions, while in community groups, homework is evaluated either verbally or via email. The
management of group sessions has also changed, with discussions requiring more direction and
facilitation given the potential for stilted dialogue through the video platform. Community groups
now require facilitators to establish the physical location of group members, meaning facilitators
have to be attuned to changes in participants’ backgrounds, as well as verifying privacy on the client
and the facilitators’ end. Telehealth delivery has increased flexibility and access to individual
sessions for some participants in remote communities, though obstacle remain, including variable
access to the high-speed Internet and capable devices; stilted rapport; and the dissemination and
ongoing access to materials during the delivery of the program. Addressing these obstacles requires
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proactive planning and communication with staff and participants, including an established plan for
unforeseen circumstances such as connection issues; a more directive approach to facilitation; a
heavier emphasis on discussion; and distributing treatment materials in a timely fashion for
individual sessions.
Survey Feedback
As a means of evaluating the quality of treatment and participant satisfaction, a brief end-oftreatment survey was administered to participants of telehealth groups. In general, participants
have provided positive feedback about telehealth delivery. They have reported feeling comfortable
sharing, felt supported by other group members and the facilitators, and indicated an overall
indicated satisfaction with the group. Participants’ ratings have been somewhat lower regarding
the equivalency of remote delivery with in-person delivery. Survey responses continue to be
collected as more groups are completed.
This paper is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
important changes to practice dictated by the shift to online delivery of group-based sexual
offending treatment programs (SOTP).
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
challenges and barriers to the delivery of an online SOTP, as well as strategies for
addressing them.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to build
awareness of factors influencing client perceptions of the online format for an SOTP.
Lee Vargen is a doctoral student in clinical-forensic psychology at Simon Fraser University in
Burnaby, British Columbia, working under the supervision of Dr. Stephen Hart. His prior clinical
experiences include practicum placements with the Correctional Service of Canada, wherein he
conducted violence risk assessments for Canada’s National Parole Board, as well as placements in
psychiatric outpatient settings where he conducted psychotherapy with individuals suffering from
psychosis. His research focuses primarily on the assessment and treatment of individuals convicted
of sexual offenses, as well as the assessment of risk for ideologically motivated and group-based
violence. He currently works as a co-facilitator of the FSOP in British Columbia’s Forensic
Psychiatric Services Commission alongside Dr. Dassinger. Correspondence can be directed to him
via email: lvargen@sfu.ca
Dr. Carla Dassinger is a registered psychologist who has been delivering forensic mental health
services in British Columbia for over 10 years and has been involved in the assessment and
treatment of individuals who have sexually offended for over 15 years. For nearly 10 years, she was
employed in Canada’s federal prison system before joining British Columbia’s Forensic Psychiatric
Services Commission. She also holds a small private practice. Her clinical interests include sexual
offending, traumatic stress in first responders, and trauma and abuse, including intergenerational
trauma. Her research interests include dual diagnosis, assessment and treatment of individuals who
have sexually offended, risk assessment, and the development of childhood aggression and
delinquency, and she has previously published and presented in the areas of risk assessment and
childhood aggression and delinquency. Correspondence can be directed to her via email:
c_dassinger@hotmail.com
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The Impact of COVID-19 on Circles of Support and Accountability: An International Study
Kieran McCartan, PhD
University of the West of England, Bristol
Robin J. Wilson, PhD, ABPP
Wilson Psychology Services, LLC
Rosie Kitson-Boyce, PhD, CPsychol
Nottingham Trent University
COVID-19 has affected the risk management and community integration of people convicted of a
sexual offense and has particularly impacted the work of Circles of Support and Accountability
(CoSA). Online survey data were gathered via Qualtrics during the COVID-19 during the initial
lockdown or limited movement of people that most countries experienced in period of July-August
2020. Respondents were 16 Circles providers across eight countries (UK, Netherlands, Canada, USA,
Belgium, Latvia, Ireland, and Spain). Findings highlighted the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on
the delivery of Circles and resulting impacts on Core Members (individuals convicted of sexual
offences), volunteers and staff. This article discusses both the challenges and new opportunities that
have emerged for delivering circles during pandemic public health precautions, with a focus on how
service provision has adapted in the face of a "new normal."
This paper is rated: Adult & Youth | Intermediate | Research

Learning Goals:





Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the impact of COVID-19 on the community integration of people who have sexually
offended.
Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to the
challenges of community risk management during the pandemic.
Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to consider new
and adaptive ways of working in the "new normal" post COVID-19.

Kieran McCartan, PhD, (Professor in Criminology, the University of the West of England, Bristol)
has a track record of public, academic, and professional engagement on criminological issues,
including the causes of sexual offending, and societal responses to people convicted of a sexual
offence, their risk management and reintegration incorporating past trauma and developmental
criminology. Professor McCartan believes that sexual offending is a multidisciplinary issue that
incorporates health, public health, psychological and societal factors. Professor McCartan is the
international representative on the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers board, the
Conference Chair of National Organisation for the Treatment of Abuse, a member of the
Confederation of European Probation working group on sexual offenses, a member of the ethics
committee of Brave hearts and has advised the Council of Europe, New Zealand Police, Braveheart's
as well as Department of the Prime Minister and cabinet, Australia.
Rosie Kitson-Boyce, PhD is a chartered psychologist specialising in the field of forensic psychology
research and practice. She is a senior lecturer at Nottingham Trent University where she has worked
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since 2014, specifically working on the BSc Psychology, BSc Psychology with Criminology and MSc
Forensic Psychology courses.
Robin J. Wilson, PhD, ABPP is a researcher, educator, and board-certified clinical psychologist who
has worked in sexual violence prevention in hospital, correctional, and private practice settings for
more than 35 years. Robin has published and presented internationally on the assessment,
treatment, and risk management of social and sexual psychopathology. Robin maintains an
international practice in clinical and consulting psychology based in Sarasota, Florida, and has been
an Assistant Clinical Professor (Adjunct) of Psychiatry and Behavioural Neurosciences at McMaster
University in Hamilton, Ontario. Robin’s current interests are focused on collaborative models of risk
management and restoration as persons of risk are transitioned from institutional to community
settings, in addition to ensuring responsive clinical and supervisory service delivery for individuals
with special needs.
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TH-AM-10
AIM3: Reframing the Assessment of Youth with Harmful Sexual Behaviour
Marcella Leonard, MSc
Leonard Consultancy
Simon Hackett, PhD
Durham University
The developmental journey of AIM assessment for young people who have committed HSB began in
2001 with the AIM Initial assessment model introduced across Greater Manchester. This provided an
inter-disciplinary and holistic model for initial assessment of young people who sexually harmed
others. It was informed by ASSET (Youth Justice Board 2000) and the Assessment Framework for
Children in Need and their Families (Department of Health, 2000). AIM was then reviewed and
updated in October 2012 and the AIM2 Model of Initial Assessment was developed.
AIM3 Model of Assessment has been developed following a review of the AIM2 Model of Initial
Assessment. This review was in response to recognised developments in the understanding of
Harmful Sexual Behaviour (HSB) which have been influenced by the experience of practitioners and
their feedback to AIM from practical application of AIM2. Professional evaluative feedback regarding
AIM2 highlighted the need for the assessment framework to be updated to consider issues such as
the increasing role of technology, the limitations and challenge for professionals and the young
people being defined as requiring low, medium or high supervision and the need for an assessment
framework which assisted professional analysis of the young person.
Acknowledging the pace, depth and diversity of development for a young person throughout their
adolescent phase of life, AIM3 has been developed to enhance the practitioner’s professional analysis
of the young person, the domains of their life and consider where the HSB fits within their life. This
profile analysis is a departure from AIM2 in not applying a low, medium or high status to the young
person in developing a profile which aids analysis of the holistic person.
This workshop will provide an overview of the AIM3 Model of Assessment and the development of
profiling young person to assist in assessing risk and in identifying bespoke interventions including
with their parent/carers.
This session is rated: Youth | Intermediate | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity , learners should be better able to understand
the AIM3 Model of Assessment and its application to youth with Harmful Sexual Behaviours.
 Upon completion of this educational activity , learners should be better able to understand
the biopsychosocial underpinnings of the AIM3 Model of Assessment in considering all the
Sexual, Non Sexual, Developmental, Family / Environment and Self Regulation Domains of
the young person's life and how this interact with each other through assessment and
intervention.
 Upon completion of this educational activity , learners should be better able to understand
the dynamic nature of the AIM3 Model and how it identifies the required intervention the
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young person and their family needs to ensure an individualised response to the concerns
as well as a review process to maintain interventions on track in meeting these needs.

Marcella Leonard, BSc (HONS) C.Q.S.W., MSc AASW, PG Dip ATSO, ASW, ASI, PT, RegCOSRT,
FellowNOTA
Marcella is the Director of Leonard Consultancy and qualified as a social worker in 1989. Marcella
has specialised in assessment and treatment in the fields of sexuality, sexual deviancy and sexual
trauma. She has two areas of specific interest, one, in developing the understanding of those working
within criminal justice and risk management in utilising the knowledge of normal sexual
development to understand sexual deviancy. The other area is in as her role as a psychosexual
therapist to assist victims of sexual trauma to regain a healthy sexual life without re-experiencing
trauma. As Director of Leonard Consultancy, Marcella works in New Zealand, Abu Dhabi, Australia,
Gibraltar and Canada as well as throughout UK and Ireland in delivering specialist training,
consultancy and programme development. She completed 3 years as Co-ordinator of Public
Protection Arrangements in N. Ireland (PPANI). Marcella has assisted NOMS and College of Policing
in their roll out of the ARMS risk assessment training for public protection Police in England and
Wales.
She currently provides risk assessments for children, adolescents and adults and ability to protect
assessments for range of organisations including Social Care Trusts, Education, Religious, Sports and
Solicitors and employing agencies throughout UK and Ireland. She is an external public and child
protection consultant with the Royal Gibraltar Police, Prison, Probation and Care Agencies as they
further develop their multiagency public protection arrangements. She also provides clinical
supervision for senior social work and psychology personnel throughout Ireland in their work with
victims and offenders of sexual abuse. Marcella also undertakes reviews of social work practice in
child and adult social care cases. Marcella is currently the Chair of NI NOTA Conference and Training
Committee. Marcella has written several book chapters and co-authored articles in relevant
professional journals and regularly provides expert opinion to media outlets as well as expert advisor
to several documentaries for television productions. Marcella is co-author of AIM3 Model of
Assessment for Adolescents who have sexually harmed with Prof. Simon Hackett and is co-author of
the Capacity and Ability to Supervise and Protect – Risk (CASP-R) assessment tool for non-abusing
partners / parents.
Marcella has been awarded NSPCC and AoCPP UK Child Protection Trainer of the Year 2019
Simon Hackett is Professor of Child Abuse and Neglect at Durham University, UK. His research into
children and youth who display harmful sexual behaviours is internationally known, including a
study of long-term outcomes for children and young people between ten and twenty years after the
initial identification of their sexually abusive behaviours. He is co-author of the NSPCC’s (2016)
Operational framework for children and youth displaying harmful sexual behaviours, which is
being widely adopted across the UK to help improve interagency responses to this issue. He was
part of the NICE Public Health Advisory Committee which has established the first UK national
guidance on early interventions for harmful sexual behaviours. He has recently given evidence to
the UK Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse and previously supported the Australian Royal
Commission on this topic. He is immediate past Chair of NOTA in the UK and Republic of Ireland
and is currently a member of the ATSA Board.
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TH-AM-11
Engagement of Youth, Families & Treatment Providers in Elements of Fun to Create
Learning, Growth and Pro-Social Skill Development
Brian Bill, MS, LMHC & LCAC
CFK Counseling
Play is considered a critical element of child development that influences social participation and
problem solving (Rubin, Coplan, Nelson and Lagace-Sequin, 1999). Many young people who are in
treatment for sexual behavior problems have way too little playtime in their lives, and are
sometimes punished for having fun in treatment. Service providers can suffer from a heavy burden
of responsibility for preventing further victimization by the children, they serve. They can also
suffer from a myth that all intervention must demonstrate a serious attitude with no room for
nonsense. Children learn through play and figure out lessons through metaphor and experiential
activity (Freeman et al., 1997; Gil, 1994; Schaefer and Carey,1994). An important tool for everyone
involved is therapeutic fun. Treatment programs that employ expressive therapists, recreation
specialists, and staff trained in experiential and wilderness therapies will do well to integrate such
activities into family therapy. An introduction to therapy can involve the creation of a personal
shield to use as a metaphor and normalize the basic human need for self-protection throughout the
treatment process. Masks are often used to illustrate a variety of therapeutic issues such as
different parts of the self that reflect internal and external focus, victim and perpetrator,
vulnerability and aggression. Art activities that reveal struggles with power and control through the
use of mixed media such as clay, various types of paint, building materials and natural elements can
loosen restraints to emotional expression. Creating meaningful rituals and celebrations to
punctuate the treatment process embraces all elements of the four factors that influence successful
treatment outcomes. These techniques can instill a sense of hope while engaging the client and
family in collaborative relationship. Ritual can punctuate a myriad of emotions that are often
elicited in the process. Families are invited to create their own healing rituals, and rituals of
transition, throughout their time in therapy. Poignant experiences often occur when youth
successfully complete treatment and say good-bye to valued service providers. Families are invited
to work with the child to create a celebration that reflects their experience of the therapeutic
process. These settings provide an opportunity for everyone to share genuine feelings and
reminisce about personal growth, successful initiatives, and future challenges.
This session is rated: Adult & Youth | Preliminary | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify the
importance of creating fun in a therapeutic environment.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to learn (5)
experiential activities to promote healing and increase pro-social skill development.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
empirical evidence that guides the intervention.
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Brian Bill is a 15-year member of ATSA and Licensed Mental Health and Addictions Counselor in
Indiana, who has been professionally addressing problem sexual behavior in youth since 1995.
He has worked in a variety of settings including outpatient and intensive outpatient programs, partial
hospitalization, acute care, and residential treatment. His focus in this field includes youth with
intellectual impairment, substance misuse, and family involvement. Brian is a founding member of
Indiana’s initiative to advance the treatment of sexually maladaptive youth, the Indiana Association
of Juvenile Sex Offender Practitioners (IN-AJSOP). He helped create the initiative’s sponsored
trainings throughout the state and was a designated facilitator for many years. Brian is the lead
author of “Helping Youth with Developmental Disabilities Stop Sexually Harmful Behavior (2010)
and has been an Associate & Adjunct Professor at Indiana University since 2004. He is a national
trainer for Practice Self-Regulation™, a neuro-science-based trauma-informed program designed to
promote sexual health and prevent sexual harm. It is being studied in two major 5-year federal
grants in six states involving almost a thousand young people.
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TH-AM-12
Sex Education by Tik Tok?
How Clinicians Can Promote Healthy Sexual Development in the Digital World
Seth Wescott, MS, LMLP
Clinical Associates
David S. Prescott, LICSW
Safer Society Press
Prevention is born out of education. Parents, teachers, and clinicians do their best to provide
children and adolescents as much information as possible to help them grow into healthy adults.
These days, many children and adolescents receive more information from social media than
parents and teachers. From fashion to music to sex, youth rely on social networking to increase
their knowledge on a variety of topics. It has become difficult for educators to compete with the
bombardment of information—much of it mis-information that exists in such platforms. We all
agree that youth need education about things such as consent, healthy boundaries,
developmentally-appropriate sexual behaviors, and healthy sexuality. But where are these things
taught? Even traditional “sex ed” curricula leave out vital information about sexuality in today’s
world. When the main source of such information is social media, and when so much misinformation is spread through those sites, how can clinicians in our field promote healthy sexual
development to youth and their parents? This workshop will address some of the common issues
related to the reliance on social media to fill the education void, and how to effectively
communicate with children, adolescents, and their parents regarding sexual concepts. International
perspectives will be discussed, and examples of what works will be provided. It involves the
perspectives of clinicians working in diverse settings.
This workshop will encourage discussion, ideas, and exchanges of resources. Topics that will be
discussed include:
 An overview of the evolution of social media websites (such as Omegle, Yubo, SnapChat,
Discord, and others)
 Considerations regarding informed consent (for example, consenting to conversations but
not to “sexting”)
 Russ Pratt’s “Savvy Consumer” model for understanding and working with pornography use
by adolescents
 Balancing the shot-term versus long-term needs of adolescents (for example, stopping
problematic behavior while setting the stage for healthy adult sexuality)
While no workshop on this topic can provide all the answers, we hope to give attendees ideas about
what kinds of questions they can ask in their own practices.
This session is rated: Youth | General | Clinical
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Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe how
social media has impacted youths’ understanding of sex.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to communicate
more effectively with clients and families on topics such as consent, pornography use,
sexting, and healthy sexuality.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to help parents
and probation officers distinguish between problematic behaviors and those that are
reflective of adolescent development.
Seth L. Wescott, LMLP
Mr. Wescott is a Licensed Master’s Level Psychologist and has been working in the forensic mental
health field since 2002. He has worked in maximum security prisons for both adults and juveniles
as well as various community-based settings. In private practice, Mr. Wescott conducts predisposition and pre-adjudication psychosexual evaluations of adults and juveniles. He serves as Cochair of the ATSA Public Policy Committee, and is a member of the ATSA Adult Clinical Practice
Committee. He is an Adjunct Professor of Psychology at Rockhurst University, and an Adjunct
Professor of Counseling at Mid-America Nazarene University.
David S. Prescott, LCSW, LICSW, ATSAF
A mental health practitioner of 36 years, David Prescott is the Editor of Safer Society Press. He is the
author and editor of 20 books in the areas of understanding and improving services to at-risk
clients. He is best known for his work in the areas of understanding, assessing, and treating sexual
violence and trauma. Mr. Prescott is the recipient of the 2014 Distinguished Contribution award
from the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers and the 2018 recipient of the National
Adolescent Perpetration Network’s C. Henry Kempe Lifetime Achievement award. Mr. Prescott
currently trains and lectures around the world.
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TH-MID-02
To Act or Not to Act: Understanding Bystander Behaviour in the Canadian Armed Forces
Symposium Chair: Manon Mireille LeBlanc, PhD
Department of National Defence, Canada
A bystander’s response to sexual misconduct may be an important social feedback
mechanism that signals to an agent that their behaviour is unacceptable, while not taking action
may signal to an agent that their behaviour is acceptable (Banyard, 2011; Davis, 2016). Taking
action against sexual misconduct, such as confronting an agent engaging in the behaviour, may be
effective at stopping the behaviour in the moment, preventing future behaviour, and shaping
cultural norms (Banyard et al., 2007). As part of its commitment to a work environment free from
sexual misconduct, the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) has developed a program of research to
better understand bystander behaviour in the military context.
In the first presentation of this symposium, Manon LeBlanc will describe the historical
context that prompted a focus on eliminating sexual misconduct in the CAF and will provide a broad
overview of the CAF program of research on bystander behaviour. In the second presentation,
Shannon Russell-Miller will draw on qualitative research conducted on military members,
predominantly those in the regular force, to discuss the individual, organizational, and societal
factors that inhibit or facilitate bystander intervention in the context of sexual misconduct. In the
third presentation, Lesleigh Pullman will draw on quantitative research on military members in the
reserves to describe the sociodemographic characteristics (e.g., gender, visible minority status, and
age) and contextual factors (e.g., perceived offensiveness of the behaviour) that influence the
likelihood that bystanders will intervene.
This session is rated : Adult | Intermediate | Research
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Bystander Behaviour Research in the CAF
Manon Mireille LeBlanc, PhD
Sara Rubenfeld
Department of National Defence, Canada
In 2014, media reports of sexual misconduct in the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) captured
widespread public attention (Mercier & Castonguay, 2014a; 2014b). As a result, then-Chief of the
Defence Staff, General Tom Lawson, commissioned an independent external review to investigate
sexual misconduct in the CAF. The external review found that there was an endemic culture of
sexual misconduct in the CAF (Deschamps, 2015). The review also noted that bystander reporting
was rare in the CAF, despite Defence Administrative Orders and Directives (DAOD) requiring
military members who witness incidents of sexual misconduct to report them (DAOD 9005-1).
Recognizing the important role of bystanders in eliminating sexual misconduct, the CAF has
developed a program of research to better understand bystander behaviour, including developing
an instrument to measure bystander behaviour in the military context (Bystander Behaviour
Measure; BBM). This program of research includes several studies that aim to measure and track
trends in bystander behaviour; increase understanding of how the context of an incident influences
bystander responses; and assess the impact of training that aims to foster greater respect in the
workplace, in part through supporting members’ ability to intervene when witnessing incidents of
sexual misconduct. This presentation will discuss the CAF program of research and will provide
important contextual information for the remaining presentations within this symposium.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe the
prevalence and characteristics of bystander action/inaction when witnessing sexualized
behaviour among CAF personnel.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
factors that increase/decrease willingness to intervene when witnessing sexual misconduct.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe the
historical context in which the bystander behaviour program of research was developed.
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Where Is the Line? Integrating Research From the Canadian Armed Forces’ Research Program on
Sexual Misconduct to Address Barriers to Bystander Intervention
Shannon Russell-Miller, PhD
Sara Rubenfeld
Department of National Defence, Canada
Following an external review into the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF), Deschamps (2015)
concluded that the CAF fosters a sexualized culture that increases the risk of sexual misconduct.
Subsequently, Operation (Op) HONOUR was developed with the goals of understanding, responding
to, and preventing sexual misconduct. Despite Op HONOUR, CAF members vary in their willingness
or ability to intervene when witnessing incidents, or situations that could escalate into incidents,
which is a barrier that poses a challenge to fully eliminating sexual misconduct. Intervening is
particularly challenging when the behaviour is common, such as comments or jokes of a sexual
nature (Rubenfeld, Messervey, LeBlanc, & Howell, in progress). Although these behaviours have
been normalized, the push for culture change is challenging these norms. This has led some
members to question “where is the line” distinguishing acceptable behaviour from inappropriate
behaviour, and fears that “oversensitivity” will make the military “soft” (Rubenfeld & Russell,
2019).
Drawing on findings from qualitative studies on leadership and socialization, as well as
qualitative survey comments from CAF members related to sexual misconduct, this presentation
will discuss individual, organizational, and societal factors that inhibit or facilitate bystander
intervention of sexual misconduct relevant to the military. Examples of such factors include gender,
rape myth acceptance, culture, group cohesion, and ambiguity. Overall, this presentation seeks to
demonstrate an overlap between the barriers of bystander behaviour, and the culture and attitudes
of military members which sustain these barriers. Further, we will provide recommendations for
increasing bystander intervention.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe and
summarize the individual, organizational, and societal factors influencing bystander
behaviour in the military context.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe and
apply research findings that help highlight the barriers to bystander intervention, specifically
related to sexual jokes and comments.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to provide
recommendations for increasing bystander intervention.
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A Culture of Silence? Examining Bystander Intervention to Sexual Misconduct Among Cadet
Training Personnel in the Canadian Armed Forces
Lesleigh E. Pullman, PhD
Department of National Defence, Canada
Statistics Canada administered the Survey on Sexual Misconduct in the Canadian Armed
Forces (SSMCAF) to Regular Force and Primary Reserve members in 2016 and 2018. The third
administration of this survey was scheduled for 2021, but is currently delayed because of the
Covid-19 pandemic. Director General Military Personnel Research and Analysis (DGMPRA) was
asked to administer the SSMCAF to Cadet Organizations Administration and Training Service
(COATS) personnel in 2016, because they were not administered the survey by Statistics Canada.
COATS is a sub-component of the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) Reserve Force, whose personnel
are primarily assigned to duties relating to the supervision, administration and training of cadets
who are members of the Royal Canadian Sea Cadets, Royal Canadian Army Cadets and Royal
Canadian Air Cadets.
The current presentation will focus on describing the prevalence and characteristics of
bystander action and inaction when witnessing sexualized behaviour among COATS personnel.
Furthermore, this presentation will examine factors that influence the likelihood that someone will
intervene when witnessing sexual misconduct, including various sociodemographic characteristics
(e.g., gender, visible minority status, and age) as well as the perceived offensiveness of the
behaviour and the emotional impact of the behaviour. The results will be discussed in relation to
CAF programs and policies aimed at eliminating sexual misconduct in the military (e.g., Operation
HONOUR).
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners will be able to describe the
prevalence and characteristics of bystander action/inaction when witnessing sexualized or
discriminatory behaviour among COATS personnel.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners will be able to identify factors that
may render COATS personnel less willing to intervene when witnessing sexual misconduct.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners will be able to discuss the results of
this study in relation to current CAF programs and policies.
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Dr. Manon Mireille LeBlanc is a scientist at the Department of National Defence. She received her
B.A. (Honours) in psychology from Concordia University, her M.A. in industrial-organizational
psychology from the University of Guelph, and her Ph.D. in organizational behaviour from Queen’s
University. Her research has been published in several academic journals (e.g., Journal of Applied
Psychology, Journal of Occupational Health Psychology, and Military Medicine) and has been
presented at national and international conferences. Her research focuses on sexual misconduct,
bystander behaviour, and harassment (e.g., abuse of authority).
Dr. Shannon Russell-Miller is a scientist at the Department of National Defence. She received her
B.A. (Honours) in sociology from Algoma University, her M.A. in sociology from the University of
Ottawa, and her Ph.D. in sociology from the University of Ottawa. Her research has been presented at
national and international conferences. Her research focuses on gender, sexual misconduct, consent,
socialization, and CAF culture.
Lesleigh E. Pullman completed her Ph.D. in experimental psychology in 2018 at the University of
Ottawa. She is now a Defence Scientist with the Research Methodology section of DGMPRA. She
investigates a variety of topics related to military personnel and their families, including financial
stability, spousal employment and income, military marriage, military family well-being, and sexual
misconduct in the Canadian Armed Forces.
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TH-MID-03
Community-Based Supervision and Management of Individuals With Sex Offense
Convictions: A Framework for Promoting Evidence-Based Practice
Panel Coordinator: Andrew J. Harris, PhD
University of Massachusetts Lowell
Kimberly Kras, PhD
San Diego State University
Angel Weant, BS
Colorado State Court Administrator’s Office Division of Probation Services
Taber Powers, MA, LPC, NCC
Durango Counseling, LLC
Karinne Comenzo, MA, LICSW, LADC
Vermont Department of Corrections
Across the United States, probation and parole agencies have adopted a range of specialized models
and practices for the management and supervision of individuals with sexual offense histories.
Although such models have often been guided by a commitment to evidence-based practices
(EBPs), they have typically operated in isolation, resulting in a limited body of shared knowledge
surrounding the conditions of effective supervision practice.
Over the past two years, a University-based research team, in conjunction with the American
Probation and Parole Association (APPA), has led an initiative designed to address this need,
through a systematic exploration of specialized sex offender management and supervision (SOMS)
policies and practices. This ongoing project has produced an inventory of SOMS policies from across
the U.S., and has documented the experiences and perspectives of field-based supervision
professionals through a series of interviews, focus groups, workshop discussions, and practitioner
surveys.
On the basis of this work, the project has generated a comprehensive SOMS framework to guide
advancement of the field, and to serve as an empirically-based guide for agencies and practitioners
looking to align policies and practices with available evidence. The framework is holistic in its
orientation, emphasizing that successful implementation of EBPs requires attention to conditions at
multiple organizational levels, from agency leadership to line-level personnel. Additionally, the
framework places the work of community-based supervision agencies into a broader inter-agency
context, accounting for relationships and interactions with treatment providers, judges, sex
offender registry personnel, and other community-based agencies.
This interactive session will present the SOMS framework and some of its underlying data, and will
explore the framework’s application to supervision practice. Following an overview from the SOMS
research team, the session will highlight the perspectives and experiences of supervision and
treatment professionals from Colorado and Vermont – two states that have adopted and deployed
collaborative SOMS models oriented toward bridging the domains of supervision and treatment.
Utilizing a Community of Inquiry method, the session will also provide attendees with the
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opportunity to connect the model to their professional experiences, and to help guide future
applied research in this specialized area of community supervision and treatment practice.
This session is rated: Adult & Youth | Intermediate | Clinical & Research
Learning Goals:
By the end of this panel, attendees will have gained:
 Improved understanding of the conditions for building responsive systems for management
and supervision of individuals convicted of sexual offenses.
 Improved understanding of the theoretical and empirical knowledge, and accompanying
gaps in knowledge, around SOMS.
 Direct knowledge of how two state systems are integrating and innovating in
management/supervision and treatment practices.
Andrew J. Harris, PhD, is Professor in the School of Criminology and Justice Studies at the
University of Massachusetts Lowell. An expert in public policy, he teaches and conducts applied
policy research on a variety of policy topics, including institutional and community corrections,
substance abuse, sexual offending, crime and mental illness, and social policy. He has served as
Principal Investigator for several major studies funded by the U.S. Department of Justice, including
a recently completed nationwide project focused on implementation of the Sex Offender
Registration and Notification Act (SORNA). Dr. Harris has also served as a consultant to state policy
boards, public behavioral health agencies, community-based service providers, and state and
municipal correctional systems.
Kimberly R. Kras, PhD is Assistant Professor in the School of Public Affairs at San Diego State
University. After earning her doctorate in 2014, following a career with the Missouri Department of
Corrections, Dr. Kras spent two years as a post-doctoral fellow at the George Mason University
Center for Advancing Correctional Excellence (ACE!), where she worked with the RNR Simulation
Tool along with other evaluation projects. Dr. Kras’ work centers on the study of community
corrections, reentry and desistance from sexual offending behavior, and utilizes both quantitative
and qualitative methodologies. Her research considers how behavior change occurs from both the
individuals’ and community corrections agents’ perspectives by examining reentry-related
experiences, collateral consequences of convictions, and evidence-based practices. Dr. Kras’ work
also focuses on translating research findings into practice through practitioner publications and onsite and web-based trainings
Angel Weant has been working in the criminal justice system for twenty- five years, starting as a
probation officer in Colorado’s 1st Judicial District in 1998 and transferring to the Colorado State
Court Administrator’s Office Division of Probation Services in 2007. Throughout her career,
Angel has cultivated expertise around advancing practice for the successful treatment and
supervision of sex offender and economic crime populations. She has managed many multiyear projects, including a statewide court improvement project for the Colorado Courts and a
research project relating to systemic responses to technical violations that resulted in improved
trainings for probation officers. In her current position as a Probation Analyst, which she has
held since 2010, Angel facilitates program oversight for sex offender and economic crime
probationers, assists in policy development and implementation of specialized programming,
provides legislative testimony and technical assistance to stakeholders, and also serves as the
Judicial Representative to the Colorado Sex Offender Management Board (SOMB). Additionally,
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Angel has developed and delivered numerous trainings related to sex offender management
including: risk assessment, Evidenced Based and Best Practice supervision methods, fostering a
non-fear based team approach to supervision and safety planning. She has presented at
numerous esteemed conferences and continues to conduct extensive local and national
trainings related to sex offender management and supervision. Angel holds a Bachelor’s Degree
in Criminal Justice Administration and Management.
Taber Powers, MA, LPC, NCC, is a licensed mental health professional with Durango Counseling,
LLC. Taber graduated from Fort Lewis College with a BA in psychology in 2007. After graduation,
Taber worked at the privately operated DYS secure residential Robert E. Denier facility. Taber
continued his education by obtaining his MA of Clinical Mental Health Counseling from Adams State
University in 2011. Taber became the director of the Robert E. Denier Center and held that role for
approximately 3 years. Taber then became involved in the treatment of individuals who have
committed sex offenses in 2013 when he took over operations at Durango Counseling LLC. Taber
currently continues to provide services through Durango Counseling LLC where he works with 7
different supervising agencies and covers 5 different rural counties. Taber collaborates with several
different community agencies providing trainings and consultation to help create better evidencebased policies and procedures. Taber currently represents licensed mental health professionals on
the Colorado Sex Offender Management Board.
Karinne Comenzo, MA, LICSW, LADC is the Program Services Clinical Chief for the Vermont
Department of Corrections. In this role, she oversees the clinical services related to reducing risk of
reoffense, including the professional and clinical development of contractors providing these
services. This includes general risk reduction and sex offender services in both field and facility
settings. Ms. Comenzo is a Licensed Alcohol and Drug Abuse Counselor and Licensed Independent
Clinical Social Worker in both New York and Vermont. She is also Certified in Seminar in Field
Instruction in New York State. In addition to her MSW degree from New York University, Ms.
Comenzo holds a Masters in Arts degree in Forensic Psychology from John Jay College of Criminal
Justice.
Prior to joining the Vermont Department of Corrections, Ms. Comenzo was a Trainer and Consultant
with the Center for Urban Community Services, training human services staff in evidenced based
practices including Motivational Interviewing, Trauma Informed Care, Critical Time Intervention,
and Cultural Competency. Prior to that role, she was the Program Director for the Bronx Court
Based Intervention and Resource Team, leading a multidisciplinary team in providing court
mandated clinical services to mental health defendants. Ms. Comenzo also has related clinical
experience in victim services, veteran services, harm reduction services, medication assisted
treatment, and court advocacy.
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TH-MID-04
Implementation of the Principles of Risk-Needs-Responsivity in a Sex Offender Program for
Clients With Compromised Executive Functioning
Brenda Todd-Bense, MSW
Minnesota Sex Offender Program
The Risk Needs Responsivity model instructs us to create treatment interventions consistent with
the abilities and makeup of our clients. This is particularly challenging with individuals who have
compromised functioning. Research recognizes the importance of specialized programming for
individuals with compromised abilities who have sexually offended (Craig 2010).
The MSOP is a program for clients who are civilly committed as sexually dangerous person or
sexual psychopathic personality. Within MSOP there is a specialty program for individuals with
compromised executive functioning. The MSOP Alternative Program is designed for clients with
compromised executive functioning for whom conventional talk therapy and written assignments
are difficult to navigate. Clients in the Alternative Program address the same research-based
dynamic risk factors as conventional clients. Approaches to treatment differ in particular ways to
ensure responsivity needs are effectively addressed. The application of risk, needs and responsivity
principles to each client in the Alternative Program includes through the lens of the client’s likely
target of future residence and needs related to successful reintegration into the community. This
reintegration is determined by the level of supervision needed to minimize and manage risk. This
focus recognizes that many clients with compromised executive functioning and long-term
persistent mental health issues prevent independent placement in the community. The components
of the MSOP Alternative Program were developed based on available research in providing
treatment to individuals with compromised executive functioning.
Components of the sex offender treatment provided to clients with compromised executive
functioning:
 Provision of service recognizes the high responsivity needs of this unique population.
 Focus on approach goals with the exception of areas under relapse prevention where the
focus is on avoidance.
 Treatment provision has to be lively and engaging. Intervention needs to be
multidimensional, written, experiential, pictorial, use of videos, drawings, and photographs.
 Delivery of services focus on overarching themes of engagement, reinforcement of
generalization, relevance to clients, and the importance of clients developing the ability to
recognize and seek help when needed.
 Structure of the day includes opportunities for connection and information sharing
 Group frequency increased to daily with a theme for each day relevant to dynamic risk
 Increase all staffs’ presence in the client’s day to day life
 Treatment Need Areas addressed include relapse prevention, personal self-identity,
validation of self-efficacy/resilience, increase capability to meet basic needs, develop
autonomy and competency, persistence, and internal locus of control.
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This session is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to develop an
understanding of the basic principles of treatment provided to clients with compromised
executive functioning based on research and best practice.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify the
unique needs of clients with compromised executive function and how to respond to these
needs individually and program wide.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to develop an
understanding of the provision of treatment which includes consideration of future living
arrangements.
References:
Andrews, D. A., Bonta, J., & Wormith, S. J. (2008). The Level of Service/Risk-Need-Responsivity
(LS/RNR). Toronto,Ontario, Canada: Multi-Health Systems.
Andrews, D. A., Bonta, J., & Wormith, J. (2011). The risk-need-responsivity (RNR) model. Criminal
Justice and Behavior, 38, 735-755
Assessment, Treatment, and Supervision of Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities and
Problematic Sexual Behaviors (2014). Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers.
Bonta, J., & Andrews, D. A. (2007). Risk-need-responsivity model for offender assessment and
treatment (User Report No.
2007-06). Ottawa, Ontario: Public Safety Canada.
Craig, Leam; Lindsay, William; & Browne, Kevin. (2010). Assessment and Treatment of Sexual
Offenders with Intellectual Disabilities. Wiley-Blackwell.
Keeling, Jenny & Rose, John L. (2005). Relapse Prevention with Intellectually Disabled Sexual
Offenders. Sexual Abuse: A Journal of Research and Treatment, 17 (4), 407-423.
Keeling, Jenny; Rose, John L., & Beech, Anthony (2006). A Comparison of the Application of the SelfRegulation Model of the Relapse Process for Mainstream and Special Needs Sexual Offenders. Sexual
Abuse: A Journal of Research and Treatment, 18, 373-382.
Lindsay, William; Steptoe, Lesley; & Beech, Anthony (2008). The Ward and Hudson Pathways model
of the Sexual Offense Process Applied to Offenders with Intellectual Disability. Sexual Abuse; A
Journal of Research and Treatment, 20(4), 379-392.
Stinson, Jill D. & Becker, Judith V. (2013). Treating Sex Offenders. New York: Guildford Press.
Ward, T., Mesler, J., & Yates,P. (2007). Reconstructing the Risk-Need-Responsivity model: A
theoretical elaboration and evaluation. Aggression and Violent Behavior, 12, 08-228
Ward, T., Yates, P., & Willis, G. (2012). The good lives model and the risk need responsivity model: A
critical response to Andrews, Bonta, and Wormith (2011). Criminal Justice and Behavior, 39, 94110.
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Brenda Todd-Bense is the Clinical Director of MSOP-St. Peter. She began her employment with the
Minnesota Sex Offender Program (MSOP) as a clinical supervisor for clients in the MSOP Alternative
Program designed for clients with compromised executive functioning. She has worked with clients
with intellectual impairments and severe mental health disorders in a variety of settings, including
group homes, outpatient therapy, residential treatment centers, and MSOP.
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TH-MID-05
Meeting the Needs of Women Who Commit Sexually Motivated Offenses
Dawn Pflugradt, PsyD
Wisconsin Department of Corrections
Megan Greene, PsyD
Taycheedah Correctional Institution
The systemic study of risk factors associated with female perpetrated sexual offenses has increased
in recent years. The increase in research has provided information that is able to inform assessment
and treatment approaches. Moreover, it has become increasingly clear that a strength-based
gendered approach is required, based on the unique characteristics of women who perpetrate
sexual crimes. This strength-based gendered approach is individualized to each women’s needs.
Once common mistake that providers make is using a male based curriculum. This session will
provide an overview of current research as well as suggestions on how to assess and treat the
criminogenic needs of women who commit sexual offenses.
This session is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Clinical & Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to list reasons
why sexual recidivism risk is low.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to discuss the
unique treatment needs of women.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
how to conduct a treatment needs assessment.
Dr. Dawn Pflugradt is a licensed psychologist and licensed clinical social worker with advanced
degrees in Social Work, Clinical Psychology, and Clinical Bioethics. She is currently a Psychology
Chief with the Wisconsin Department of Corrections-Division of Community Corrections. Dr.
Pflugradt performs forensic and clinical work with an emphasis on the treatment and assessment of
sexual offenders.
Megan Greene, PsyD, is a licensed psychologist with advanced degrees in Forensic and Clinical
Psychology. She is currently the Psychologist Supervisor at Taycheedah Correctional Institution and
oversees the female Sex Offender Treatment Program.
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TH-MID-06
Therapist Guide to a Sexual Exploitation of Children Investigation
Det. Sgt. Mark Munro, MA
Hobbs Police Department

The treatment for those who sexually offend often include those that were sentenced for Sexual
Exploitation of Children. Treating those who were charged with these cases can be more complex,
not only because the offenders often do not see the harm they have caused, but also because the
providers have little to no expertise in digital forensics. This lack of knowledge allows the
offenders to claim a lack of intent for their crimes or minimize their efforts to collect these files.
This presentation will provide treatment providers an understanding of how these investigations
are conducted. A discussion will include the means by which the offenders download these files
and the common search terms used in locating these files will also be addressed. Additionally, the
evidence that supports the offender’s intent to collect, distribute, and create these images and
videos will be explained. This knowledge can assist in confronting the denial and/or minimization
of the client.
Research indicates that approximately 80% of individuals who possession sexually exploitive
images have committed hands-on offenses. However, treatment for these offenders must also
include issues directly related to their collection and viewing of these files. Therapeutic goals and
treatment protocols will be discussed in this presentation that can be incorporated in the offender’s
treatment.
This session is rated: Adult & Youth | Intermediate | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to explain how
the presence of Child Sexual Abuse Images were not accidentally located on the subject's
computer.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe the
limitations of police documentation for determining the extent of CSAI viewing.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to utilize search
term history in identifying sexual interests.
Mark Munro is currently a Detective Sergeant at the Hobbs Police Department, and has investigated
over 600 sex crimes and approximately 100 Sexual Exploitation of Children cases during his work in
the Criminal Investigations Division. Prior to Mr. Munro’s position with the Hobbs Police
Department, he worked for 10 years as a licensed therapist, performing individual and group
treatment with individuals convicted of sexual offenses and/or Sexual Exploitation cases. Mr. Munro
has an active Task Force Member of the NM ICAC (Internet Crimes Against Children) since 2012, and
Lead Trainer at CTI Services NM. Mr. Munro has testified as an expert witness in these areas.
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TH-MID-07
Trauma-Informed Resilience & Reconnection: SOTX Supervision & Peer Consultation
Jill S. Levenson, PhD, LCSW
Barry University
Even seasoned therapists working in the sex-offending treatment field can experience
complicated feelings about their clients. These may include negative thoughts about clients related
to the harm they have caused to their victims, challenges related to workplace environments or
societal perceptions of our work, or even positive feelings related to over-identification with client
characteristics that seem similar to our own. We might also find that the work can trigger emotional
reactions based on our own person life experiences (Moulden & Firestone, 2007). The complexities
of our work means that therapeutic alliance and therapist effectiveness can be fraught with
challenges unlike in other fields (Jeglic & Katsman, 2018; Moulden & Firestone, 2010). It is
therefore incumbent upon our community to seek out for ourselves, and provide for others,
opportunities for formal supervision and informal peer consultation to process difficult and
conflicted thoughts and feelings about our work (Willis et al., 2018).
This workshop will seek audience participation in identifying the important intersection
between personal and professional experiences in our work. We will discuss countertransference,
compassion fatigue, vicarious trauma, secondary trauma, negative process, moral injury, burnout,
and self-care. We will identify common barriers to open conversations about these issues. Using a
trauma-informed supervision model (Knight, 2012, 2018), we will discuss strategies for effectively
providing and receiving formal supervision and peer consultation. We will examine how SOTX
providers might recognize and bring forth their own issues for exploration and processing with
others, and how supervisors, supervisees, and peer consultants can create safe spaces for authentic
self-examination, professional development, and positive change. We will discuss strategies for
self-care.
The workshop is consistent with the ATSA 2021 theme by focusing on building resilience
through professional growth and re-connecting with our peer support systems. 2020 was a
challenging year, and the ATSA conference will help us to draw upon our inner strengths for
professional growth. Our shared humanity will allow us to contribute to a safer society through
hope, healing, and new connections.
This workshop invites ATSA members to a new way of thinking about self-exploration and
professional development. Strategies for engaging in and facilitating these types of encounters will
be described, with suggested topics, formats, and skills. Trauma-informed principles (trust & safety,
choice, collaboration, empowerment, peer support, cultural & gender relevance) will be used to
frame an effective model of supervision and self-care. The second half of the workshop will simulate
a peer consultation experience. The group discussion will allow brainstorming to help participants
imagine supervisory and peer consultation opportunities that attend to the unique needs of SOTX
providers.
This session is rated: Adult & Youth | Intermediate | Clinical
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Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe the
various ways that our work with sexual abuse perpetration and victimization can take a toll
on professional well-being.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
counter-transference themes, including trauma-related responses to client interactions and
to our work in general.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to use traumainformed principles and skills to conceptualize supervision, peer consultation, and
professional development to improve therapeutic effectiveness and personal well-being.
References
Jeglic, E. L., & Katsman, K. (2018). Therapist-related factors in correctional treatment. In New
Frontiers in Offender Treatment (pp. 109-126). Springer.
Knight, C. (2012). Therapeutic Use of Self: Theoretical and Evidence-Based Considerations for
Clinical Practice and Supervision. The Clinical Supervisor, 31(1), 1-24.
https://doi.org/10.1080/07325223.2012.676370
Knight, C. (2018). Trauma Informed Practice and Care: Implications for Field Instruction. Clinical
Social Work Journal. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10615-018-0661-x
Moulden, H. M., & Firestone, P. (2007). Vicarious Traumatization The Impact on Therapists Who
Work With Sexual Offenders. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 8(1), 67-83.
Moulden, H. M., & Firestone, P. (2010). Therapist awareness and responsibility in working with
sexual offenders. Sexual Abuse: A Journal of Research and Treatment, 22(4), 374-386.
Willis, G. M., Prescott, D. S., & Levenson, J. S. (2018). Promoting therapist longevity: exploring sexual
offending treatment providers’ experiences of workplace support. Journal of Sexual
Aggression, 1-15. https://doi.org/10.1080/13552600.2018.1528794

Dr. Jill Levenson, PhD, LCSW, Professor of Social Work, is a SAMHSA-trained internationally
recognized expert in trauma-informed care. Her primary areas of expertise include policies and
clinical interventions designed to prevent sexual abuse. She has published over 100 articles, and
her research has been funded by the National Institutes of Justice, the National Sexual Violence
Resource Center, and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC). Her groundbreaking
research on the link between adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) and sexually abusive behavior
has paved the way for innovations in treatment programs that now utilize a trauma-informed
approach. She has also been a practicing clinical social worker and supervisor for over 30 years,
using a scientist-practitioner model to inform her research and her work with survivors, offenders,
and families impacted by sexual trauma. In 2019 Jill Levenson was the recipient of ATSA’s Lifetime
Achievement Award!
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TH-MID-08
Examining Relationships Between PPG Stimuli and A Visual Reaction Test of Sexual Interest
Emily Gottfried, PhD
Abby L. Mulay
Lisa Murphy
Medical University of South Carolina
Sexual behavior evaluations are commonly requested to assess risk of recidivism and
applicable diagnoses for individuals who have been charged with or convicted of sexual offenses.
Some individuals being assessed may have significant motivation to not be forthcoming when
describing their sexual arousal (e.g., someone undergoing an evaluation pursuant to a state’s
Sexually Violent Predator [SVP] Act). Therefore, in the most recent guidelines for assessing and
treating male sexual abusers by the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers (ATSA[1]), the
importance of adhering to ethical practices, using multiple data points, and consulting empiricallysupported methods was stressed.
Generally, viewing time assessments are psychophysiological measures that assess the
amount of time an examinee looks at stimuli. Within sexual behavior evaluations, a widely-used
viewing time measure is the Abel Assessment for Sexual Interest (AASI [2]). The AASI Visual
Reaction Time (VRT) compares the amount of time the examinee spends looking at images of
clothed children compared to the amount of the time they spend looking at clothed adults. Research
indicates that individuals who have offended against, or have an interest in, children spend more
time looking at the pictures of children than of adults [1]. Frequently used in conjunction with the
AASI is penile plethysmography (PPG), which has a long history of being used to assess men
charged with or convicted of sexual offenses [3]. PPG is an objective physiological measure of male
sexual arousal in response to presentation of a series of sexual and neutral stimuli. Increase in
penile circumference (measured by volume or millimeters of change) resulting from an increase in
blood flow to the penis is considered to reflect the degree of sexual arousal the stimulus elicits.
Several studies have compared viewing time measures to the PPG. A meta-analysis of
viewing time measures assessing sexual interest in children indicated moderate discriminative
ability in distinguishing individuals who had committed sex offenses against children from those
who had not offended against children and showed convergent validity with self-reported
information and PPG [4]. Other studies showed the instruments were positively correlated with
each other and other measures assessing sexual interest [e.g., 5-7]. The goals of the current study
were to compare the Abel VRT results to the PPG results, compare the results from the Real Child
Voices (RCV) PPG stimuli to the Marshall PPG stimuli, provide descriptive PPG data, and offer
recommendations and considerations for using the PPG in sexual behavior evaluations.
Participants/Methods: Study subjects included 73 men who underwent comprehensive sexual
behavior evaluations that included the PPG, the VRT, and a clinical interview.
Data Analytic strategy: This study assessed the descriptive statistics of the Abel VRT, RCV PPG
stimuli, and Marshall PPG stimuli within the entire sample (N = 73), men who offended solely
against children (n = 38), men who had at least one child victim (n = 57), and men who only had
teen and/or adult victims (n = 16). Additionally, point biserial correlations were examined between
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the PPG stimuli and Abel VRT, and between the PPG stimuli sets. Finally, one-way repeated
measures analyses of variance (ANOVAs) were conducted between the two PPG stimuli sets.
Results: Results indicated that only a relatively small proportion of the sample had a ‘positive’ Abel
VRT (i.e., indicating sexual interest in children). The RCV and Marshall PPG stimuli sets appeared to
have consistent and relatively equivalent results, but the RCV stimuli were more likely to be valid
than the Marshall stimuli.
Impact: Both the VRT and the PPG are commonly used during evaluations of sexual behavior, but
recent studies have not examined their convergent validity or relatedness. This study will add to
the literature on using physiological measures to assess men who have sexually offended against
children.
This session is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Clinical & Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe the
rationale for using physiological measures in the assessment of men charged with or
convicted of sexual offenses.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to compare the
use of the Abel VRT to the PPG.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to compare the
use of the Real Child Voices (RCV) PPG stimuli to the Marshall PPG stimuli.
References
1. Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers. (2014). Practice guidelines for the
assessment, treatment, and management of male adult sexual abusers. Beaverton, Oregon:
Author.
2. Abel, G.G., Huffman, J., Warberg, B. & Holland, C.L. (1998). Visual reaction time and
plethysmography as measures of sexual interest in child molesters. Sexual Abuse: A
Journal of Research and Treatment, 10, 81-96.
3. Murphy, L., Gottfried, E., DiMario, K., Perkins, D. & Fedoroff, J.P. (2020). Use of penile
plethysmography (PPG) in criminal court cases: A review of practices in Canada, United
Kingdom, and United States. Behavioral Sciences & the Law, 38(2), 79-99.
4. Schmidt, A.F., Babchishin, K.M., & Lehmann, R.J.B. (2017). A meta-analysis of viewing time
measures of sexual interest in children. Archives of Sexual Behavior, 46(1), 287-300.
5. Letourneau, E.J. (2002). A comparison of objective measures of sexual arousal and interest:
Visual reaction time and penile plethysmography. Sexual Abuse: A Journal of Research and
Treatment, 14(3), 207-223.
6. Stinson, J.D. & Becker, J.V. (2008). Assessing sexual deviance: A comparison physiological,
historical, and self-report measures. Journal of Psychiatric Practice, 14, 379-388.
7. Tong, D. (2007). The penile plethysmograph, Abel Assessment for Sexual Interest, and MSIII: Are they speaking the same language? The American Journal of Family Therapy, 35, 3,
187-202.
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Emily Gottfried, PhD is an Assistant Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at the Medical
University of South Carolina (MUSC) and the Director of the Sexual Behaviors Clinic and Lab of
MUSC. She is a Clinical Member of ATSA and the current Secretary of the South Carolina Chapter of
ATSA. Dr. Gottfried obtained her PhD in Clinical Psychology from Florida State University and
completed both predoctoral (Patton State Hospital) and postdoctoral (Medical College of
Georgia/Augusta University) specializations in Forensic Psychology. Her research interests include
the assessment of paraphilic disorders, physiological arousal of male (PPG) and female (VPP) sexual
arousal, and sexual violence risk assessment.
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TH-MID-09
Best Practices Working With Support Groups of Individuals Who Have Sexually Offended
Relationship Continuation in Partners of Those Who Have Sexually Offended
Lea Kamitz, MSc
University of Kent
A vast body of research in Forensic Psychology has focused on why individuals commit
sexual offences, and how they, once apprehended, can be rehabilitated. Such investigations into
rehabilitation programmes and life-course desistance have repeatedly pointed towards the
importance of intimate relationships in preventing relapse in individuals who have sexually
offended (ISO; Hudson & Ward, 1997; Ward, 2002). However, this population, when compared to
other offenders, is especially at risk of relationship breakdowns resulting from their offence
(Farmer et al., 2015). Based on this it seems extraordinary that research in the field has failed to
investigate the role that partners of ISO play (Iffland et al., 2016), especially through their decision
to stay with or leave their partner after finding out that they have committed a sexual offence.
To address this gap in the literature, this study explores the factors underlying this
decision through semi-structured interviews with individuals who have been in a relationship with
an ISO, during which time the ISO was accused of committing a sexual offence. The sample consists
of individuals who chose to terminate the relationship after finding out about the accusations and
those who decided to stay. Participants were interviewed about the events leading up to, during,
and after finding out about the accusations against their partner or ex-partner. By analysing the
interview transcripts using Grounded Theory, which is especially strong in developing theory when
existing evidence is sparse, I generated a theory of pathways towards making the decision whether
or not to stay in the relationship.
This paper is rated: Adult | General | Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completing this educational activity, learners should be able to demonstrate an
awareness of the importance of romantic relationships for the rehabilitation and desistance
of individuals who have sexually offended.
 Upon completing this educational activity, learners should be able to understand the variety
of experiences and trauma partners of individuals who have sexually offended go through
and recognise the importance for support networks and organisations to be designed
specifically for this population.
 Upon completing this educational activity, learners should be able to understand the factors
underlying the decision to stay or leave one's partner after finding out that they have been
accused or convicted of committing a sexual offence.
Lea Kamitz is a Research Student within the Centre of Research and Education in Forensic
Psychology (CORE-FP), and an Associate Lecturer for the School of Psychology at the University of
Kent. She completed both her BSc (Hons) in Psychology and her MSc in Forensic Psychology at the
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University of Kent. Lea’s primary research interests are within the area of Forensic Psychology. In
her PhD, she aims to explore the intimate relationships of individuals who have offended sexually,
and how these relationships relate to their desistance from future crimes. Specifically, Lea
investigates current and former partners of individuals who have been accused of committing a
sexual offence. This may provide an understanding of the factors underlying the decision to stay
with or leave one’s partner after finding out that they have been accused of committing an offence.

“He Did What?!?”: Content Analysis of Online Support Groups for Family Members of Sex Offenders
Laura Kabbash, PhD Student
Katie Cassidy, PhD Student
University of New Brunswick
BACKGROUND: Although supports and interventions are available for convicted sex offenders,
very few supports are officially available for family members of individuals with histories of sexual
aggression. The limited research on these secondary victims has focused primarily on partners of
sex offenders and how they became aware of the offence or the impact it had on them, rather than
on their perceived needs (e.g., Hanson, 2009). Findings demonstrate that partners of sex offenders
experience significant distress when they are made aware of the offence and often experience
direct harassment, as well as employment, housing, and economic concerns (Bailey et al., 2018;
Cahalane, et al., 2013; Tewksbury, 2009). Furthermore, some spouses report experiencing
significant isolation and loss of social support networks (McCracken, 2016).
Online support groups have become an increasingly popular resource for individuals who
experience stigma and isolation (Zhang et al., 2018). Studies suggest that engagement in these
support groups can lead to an increase in access to resources and a global sense of empowerment
(Barak et al., 2008). The current study is examining content of online support groups geared
towards families of sex offenders, with the goal of better understanding the needs of this
population, and whether they are being met through these online resources.
METHODS & RESULTS: NVivo encapture was utilized to collect all posts from 2018 and 2019 in a
freely accessible online forum for families of alleged sex offenders, resulting in a total of 490
conversations. The nature of the familial relationship to the offenders varied, and included siblings,
parents, and partners. Given the dearth of research on this topic, and to allow for a wide-range of
potential themes to emerge, a bottom-up, grounded-theory coding approach was utilized (Kohut et
al., 2017; Tie et al., 2019). Specific concerns addressed in the posts were grouped into 10 themes
involving searches for direct and indirect supports. The sources of support provided in the replies
to each post were grouped into 8 themes including emotional support, tangible resource
availability, and the provision of legal information. These themes along with salient quotes for each
will be discussed.
IMPLICATIONS: There is limited understanding of the complex and heterogeneous needs for family
members of sex offenders, and the sensitivity of the topic makes gathering information directly
from then very difficult. This study provides insight into their commonly experienced concerns and
sheds light onto how online forums function to address these needs.
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This paper is rated: Adult | Preliminary | Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the content generated in online support groups for families of alleged sex offenders and to
understand what sources of support are provided through these online mediums.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
specific gaps in the support provided by these online forums.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to identify areas in
need of direct intervention for family members of alleged sex offenders.
Laura Kabbash is currently completing a doctorate degree in clinical psychology at the University
of New Brunswick under the supervision of Dr. Scott Ronis. Her current research is focused on child
sex trafficking, the content of online support groups for families of alleged sex offenders, and adults’
experiences of homelessness. Ms. Kabbash graduated with an Honours Bachelor’s degree in
Psychology at University of British Columbia, Kelowna, while completing research on the mediating
effects of personality factors on the association between child abuse experiences and adult
outcomes.
Katie Cassidy is in her second year of the Clinical Psychology Ph.D. program at the University of
New Brunswick (UNB). Under the supervision of Dr. Scott Ronis, her current research focuses on
the collateral consequences of sexual crimes. Specifically, Katie is interested in identifying positive
and negative predictors of psychological adjustment among the non-offending romantic partners of
individuals with histories of sexual crimes. Currently, she is working on her Master’s dissertation
which focuses on psychological wellbeing and relationship satisfaction in non-offending partners.
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TH-MID-10
How to Use the Sex Offender Treatment Intervention and Progress Scale (SOTIPS)
Robert J. McGrath, MA
McGrath Psychological Services, P.C.
Michael P. Lasher, PhD
Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Disability Services
The Sex Offender Treatment Intervention and Progress Scale (SOTIPS) is a statistically derived,
provider-administered, dynamic measure designed to aid clinicians and probation and parole
officers in assessing risk, treatment and supervision needs, and progress among adult males who
have committed sexual offenses. Individuals are scored on 16 dynamic risk factors at intake and
thereafter every six months on a 4-point scale ranging from “minimal to no need for improvement”
to “very considerable need for improvement.” The SOTIPS assessment scheme includes its use with
a static risk measure such as the Static-99R or VASOR-2.
The workshop will be divided into two parts. First, we will briefly review the research basis and
psychometric properties of the scale. Second, we will use the majority of the workshop to illustrate
and have participants practice how to score and use the instrument for treatment, supervision, and
case management purposes. Participants will receive a copy of the SOTIPS Scoring Manual.
This session is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this education activity, learners should be better able to describe the
psychometric properties of the SOTIPS.
 Upon completion of this education activity, learners should be better able to describe how
the SOTIPS is constructed, scored, and used for assessing risk, treatment and supervision
needs, and progress.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better to identify
limitations of the SOTIPS.
References
McGrath, R. J., Lasher, M. P., & Cumming, G. F. (2012). The Sex Offender Treatment Intervention and
Progress Scale (SOTIPS): Psychometric properties and incremental validity with the Static-99R.
Sexual Abuse: A Journal of Research and Treatment, 24, 431-458.
Miner, M. H., Robinson, B. E., Newstrom, N., & Strobel-Ayers, C. (2018). Evaluation of the
Implementation of the Sex Offender Treatment Intervention and Progress Scale (SOTIPS).
(Document No. 251747). Washington, DC: United States Department of Justice.
Lasher, M. P., McGrath, R. J., Cumming G. F., & Wilson, D. (2015). Collaborative
treatment planning using the Sex Offender Treatment Intervention and Progress Scale
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(SOTIPS): Concordance of therapist evaluation and client self-evaluation. International Journal
of Forensic Mental Health, 14, 1-9.
Lasher, M. P., & McGrath, R. J. (2017). Desistance from sexual and other violent
offending among child sexual abusers: Observations using the Sex Offender Treatment
Intervention and Progress Scale (SOTIPS). Criminal Justice and Behavior, 44, 416-431.
Stinson, J. D., Becker, J. V., & McVay, L. A. (2017). Treatment progress and behavior
change following 2 years of inpatient treatment: A pilot investigation of safe offender strategies.
Sexual Abuse: A Journal of Research and Treatment, 29, 3-27.
Robert McGrath, MA is in private practice and is the former Clinical Director of the Vermont
Department of Corrections statewide network of prison and community sex offender treatment
programs. He was co-chair of the professional standards committee that authored the ATSA 2014
Practice Guidelines for the Assessment, Treatment, and Management of Male Adult Sexual Abusers.
He is a co-author of the SOTIPS, VASOR-2, and ROSAC risk assessment instruments. He currently
serves or has served on the treatment advisory boards of several treatment programs for sexual
offending in the United States and the national sex offender treatment programs in Canada, the
United Kingdom, and Hong Kong.
Michael P. Lasher, PhD is a clinical psychologist with the Virginia Department of Behavioral Health
and Disability Services. His clinical career has spanned a variety of post-adjudicative treatment
programs across five states. In addition to providing clinical services, he provides independent
consultation on research, notably related to sexual abuse issues, and is actively involved in a
number of research projects concerning individuals who have sexually offended. He is a co-author
of the SOTIPS and VASOR-2 risk assessment instruments.
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TH-MID-11
Neurodevelopmentally-Based Practical Assessment and Treatment Methods for Juveniles
Who Sexually Offended
Norbert Ralph, PhD, MPH
Juvenile Justice Center in San Francisco
Neuropsychology and brain research have identified developmental changes from ages 10 to 25
related to social judgment and reasoning. These changes are associated with the steep increase in
delinquent behaviors, accidents, and sexually harmful behaviors during adolescence. Increased size,
strength, and sexual maturity are complemented by an increase in the drive and reward centers of
the brain, and decreased supervision during adolescence. These changes are complemented by
slower development in social judgment and "if/then" and contingency linked reasoning.
Adolescents systematically overestimate the rewards of a situation without adequate appreciation
of the possible negative and harmful outcomes. Youth with delays in social judgment are at greater
risk for harmful actions, including sexual behaviors. Dr. Barbara Bonner describes early
adolescence as a high risk but transitory period for harmful sexual behaviors. Adolescence is also a
period for the maturation of social judgment and greater capacity for prosocial relationships. The
teen brain is described by NIMH studies as only about 80% mature, and the 20% gap helps explain
adolescent impulsiveness. Being prosocial adults including regarding sexual behaviors in part
relates to having brain maturity.
There is substantial literature regarding psychosocial maturity as a risk factor for delinquent and
sexually harmful behaviors. Practical methods for assessment of this factor will be presented.
Assessment methods which obtain a sample of the youth's thinking, as opposed to fixed choice
responses, have a larger effect size regarding assessment. Also, practical treatment methods to
promote psychosocial maturity which are associated with positive outcomes will be discussed,
including Aggression Replacement Training and Being a Pro.
In summary, the workshop will present relevant research regarding brain development and
maturity indicating that psychosocial immaturity in adolescence is a significant risk factor for
general delinquency and harmful sexual behaviors, and that there are evidence-based methods for
assessment and treatment of this factor.
This session is rated: Youth | Intermediate | Clinical & Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
prosocial reasoning as a modifiable risk factor for juveniles who sexually offended.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify one
method for assessing psychosocial reasoning in juveniles who sexually offended.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify one
method for treating psychosocial reasoning in juveniles who sexually offended.
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Dr. Norbert Ralph is a clinical psychologist at the Juvenile Justice Center in San Francisco,
Coordinator of the Juvenile Sexual Responsibility Program and Coordinator for the Juvenile Court
Alienist Panel. Dr. Ralph is also a psychiatric epidemiologist and neuropsychologist, who has
authored over 40 publications including articles, book chapters, blogs, or books. He was formerly
Associate Clinical Professor in Family Practice, University of California School of Medicine at Davis,
and Lecturer and Research Biostatistician in the Program in Maternal and Child Health, School of
Public Health, at the University of California, Berkeley. He is a Trainer for Aggression Replacement
Training, through the California Institute for Mental Health. He is certified as a practitioner for
Moral Reconation Therapy. He is a certified trainer for the Juvenile Sexual Offense Recidivism Risk
Assessment Tool-II for the California Sex Offender Management Board. He is a member of the
Quality Management Committee, AllCare Independent Physicians Association.
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TH-MID-12
Rebooting Our Approach:
A Framework for Addressing Teenagers’ Use of Sexual Digital Content
Alex Rodrigues, PsyD
Psychological Insight & Assessment
As a result of greater access to the Internet and its ever-expanding resources, individuals, especially
adolescents, are at risk of being exposed to inaccurate, and in some cases, dangerous sexual content.
The proposed presentation will provide those interacting with adolescents with a helpful framework
for addressing the intersection of technology and sexuality with youth. For instance, attendees will
learn about the potential risk and benefits that the Internet offers regarding sexual education, why
adolescents’ development and neurobiology places them at greater risk of unsafe online behavior, key
resources that can help frame the issue for adults, and emerging interventions designed to address
such issues with teenagers and help facilitate their growth as responsible digital citizens.
This session is rated: Youth | Intermediate | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to learn about some
of the risky sexual digital content that adolescents are routinely confronted with.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand how
such content can affect adolescents’ sexual understanding.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to engage
adolescents in a collaborative approach when discussing technology, teenagers, and sex.
Dr. Alex Rodrigues is a forensic psychologist and operates a private consultation practice where he
completes a variety of forensic evaluations, including sex offense-related evaluations, competency to
stand trial, insanity, and juvenile transfer assessments. Dr. Rodrigues has been qualified as an expert
and testified in various jurisdictions. The Colorado Sex Offender Management Board (CSOMB) has
recognized Dr. Rodrigues as an approved provider/evaluator for both juvenile and adult populations.
Additionally, he is a volunteer participant for CSOMB’s best practice committee, reviewing emerging
practices for adoption and implementation. He previously served as a psychologist on a pre-trial unit
at St. Elizabeths Hospital in Washington, D.C. as well as a member of the hospital’s forensic consultation
service, completing both competency to stand trial and risk assessments. Recently, Dr. Rodrigues
opened a satellite office in Colorado to complement his practice in the D.C. metropolitan area. Aside
from court-related evaluations, Dr. Rodrigues provides consultation to law enforcement, government
agencies, and corporations on mental health/violence related issues in the workspace.
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TH-PM-02
Humanizing and Healing Approaches to Those Who Have Sexually Offended:
Innovations From New Zealand
Symposium Chair: Sarah Christofferson, PhD, PGDipClinPsyc
University of Canterbury
In this symposium, field leaders from two of the largest government agencies in New
Zealand tasked with responding to sexual offending at a national level – Department of
Corrections, and Police – come together to echo a coherent message. The message involves
embracing the current groundswell in the field away from hardline, punitive responses,
towards more care-oriented, humanizing, and holistic approaches to those who have
engaged in sexual harm.
Leading by example from the national strategic level, the inter-disciplinary initiatives from
New Zealand described in the two presentations comprising this symposium track through
different phases in one’s journey through the justice system – from prison-based
therapeutic intervention, to post-sentence life on the register. Collectively, they illustrate
how a focus on evidence-based practice combined with a humanizing perspective can offer
clearer and more effective pathways to making society safer.
This session is rated: Adult | General | Clinical & Research

Ara Poutama Aotearoa: Integrating Western Knowledge of “What Works” and RNR
With Indigenous Culture and Practices for Treatment of Sexual Offending
Marilyn Farmer, MSc (Psychology)
Mate Webb
Department of Corrections, New Zealand
Similarly to other colonized countries, such as Canada, the indigenous people of New
Zealand – Māori – are overrepresented in the correctional system. While Māori make up
around 15% of the general population, in 2018 they represented more than 50% of the
prison population. This overrepresentation has had a significant inter-generational, social
and economic impact on Māori.
As a response to these inequities, Ara Poutama Aotearoa (the New Zealand Department of
Corrections), in partnership with Māori - with the voice of lived experience at its core, has
developed a system-wide strategy to address this situation. This strategy is called Hōkai
Rangi, which represents the journey of the department, the people in our care and their
families to achieve their full potential. Hōkai Rangi outlines a new approach for Ara
Poutama Aotearoa that will draw on a Māori world view as much as a Western perspective.
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A braided river approach to program design and implementation, where both perspectives
are given equal footing, will underpin our programs, practices, processes and pathways
going forward. Our challenge is to look at what we are already doing well and improve upon
those efforts, while looking for alternative pathways and processes where we fall short.
The aim of this presentation is to reflect on the key strategic areas for change and discuss
how those may be translated into program development or re-development alongside the
large body of literature on “what works” in corrections, the Risk, Need and Responsivity
principles, and the more recent literature supporting a more holistic view of those in our
care. Integrating the philosophies and models in ways that maintain the integrity of their
foundations will be critical to the success of this mission and represents our vision of
resilience and reconnection.
Kotahi āno te kaupapa: ko te oranga o te iwi.
There is only one purpose to our work: the wellness and wellbeing of our people.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to
describe treatment options for sexual offending within the New Zealand context.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to
describe how the overrepresentation of Māori is being addressed within the New
Zealand correctional system, utilizing both indigenous models and well-known
principles of effective correctional interventions.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to
describe the promising strategies that have enhanced effectiveness to improve
outcomes for Māori.

Training Police Officers to View ‘the Monsters’ as Human: The Training of Police
Officers in New Zealand to Work With Persons Who Have Committed Sexual Offences
Margaret-Anne Laws, PGDipCommPsych
New Zealand Police
We all know how persons who commit sexual offences are viewed by the wider community
and in turn by many Police Officers who investigate sex crimes and work on registries. How
do we change this narrative? By training, education and exposure. This presentation will
describe the training and education provided to New Zealand Police Officers, focusing on 2
streams – those police officers who investigate sex crimes & those officers who manage
persons on the register. Evaluation research will be drawn upon to track the change in
Police attitudes towards persons who commit sexual offences.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to
understand how Police Officers in NZ are trained to work with suspects when
investigating sex crimes.
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Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to
understand how Police Officers in NZ are trained to work with persons on the child
sex offender register.
Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to
understand how Police Officers in NZ are trained to assess & manage risk of sexual
offending.

Sarah Christofferson, PhD, is a Senior Lecturer in Clinical Psychology at the University of
Canterbury, New Zealand, and a Registered Clinical Psychologist. Her research interests
include the therapeutic and systemic prevention of sexual abuse, assessment and treatment
approaches for people who have sexually offended, strategies for measuring therapeutic
change, and the valid integration of change into risk evaluations. Dr Christofferson has a
special interest in ethical and legal matters as they pertain to clinical practice and research,
and serves on the Human Ethics Committee of the University of Canterbury. She is also an
active committee member and former Chair of the Institute of Criminal Justice and Forensic
Psychology, and maintains a clinical practice consulting to various agencies.
Marilyn Farmer has enjoyed a long career in corrections, starting out as a case worker in a
provincial correctional facility in 1988. From there she moved to community corrections,
working for the Correctional Service of Canada, where amongst other things, she facilitated
a post-treatment community maintenance group for individuals who had sexually offended
and, attended her first ATSA conference in the late 1990s. After obtaining registration as a
psychologist, she had a brief stint in inpatient mental health but then left the snow in
Western Canada to find greener pastures in New Zealand. Initially working as a generalist
psychologist for the Department of Corrections, she has spent the last several years
delivering a high intensity program for child sexual offending in a prison unit. She is
currently working for the national office, as Principal Advisor for High Intensity Psychology
Programs.
Mate Webb is of Te Whanau a Apanui, Ngati Porou, Ngati Awa and Ngai Te Rangi and
Scottish decent. He has worked in Correctional Facilities for 23 years with the last 18 years
with the NZ Department of Corrections. He has held roles including Cultural Consultant and
Senior Advisor of Kaupapa Maori Practice which involved providing cultural oversight to
Departmental programmes across the Auckland region, as well as contributing to several
national initiatives, and guest speaking engagements at Universities across Aotearoa. He has
also contributed to several research papers focussing on the restoration of mana (spiritual
power) in men convicted of sexual offences against children and contributed to a book titled
International Perspectives on the Assessment and Treatment of Sexual Offenders by
Professor Doug Boer. Mate has a Post Graduate Diploma in CBT, Post Graduate Diploma in
Kaupapa Māori Supervision and a Masters in Māori and Management. His current role is
Senior Advisor Kaupapa Maori, for High Intensity Psychology Programs.
Senior Sergeant Margaret-Anne Laws is a registered psychologist and sworn Police
Officer. She has worked with persons who have committed sexual offences for over 20 years
across both community and prison settings. She has worked as a Corrections Psychologist,
Police Detective investigating sex crimes, Behavioural Science Unit Detective/Psychologist,
and as a private practitioner in private practice. Margaret-Anne is currently the
psychologist with the New Zealand Child Sex Offender Register.
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TH-PM-03
Men Who Sexually Offend Over the Age of 60
Jeffrey Sandler, Ph.D.
New York State Office of Mental Health
Research has consistently found that men commit fewer crimes as they age (e.g.,
Gottfredson & Hirschi, 1990). This finding applies to all types of offending including sexual
offending. Helmus, Thornton, Hanson, and Babchishin (2012), for example, found that adjusting the
age-related item on the Static-99 to better account for the effects of aging significantly increased the
absolute predictive accuracy of the instrument. Specifically, Helmus et al. (2012) found that (a)
reducing Static-99 scores by one point for offenders aged 40 to 59.9 and (b) reducing Static-99
scores by three points for offenders aged 60 and older resulted in significantly better calibration of
risk estimates for offenders who are released to the community at age 50 and older. This finding,
which contributed to the Static-99 being revised into the Static-99R, highlights the reduction in
sexual recidivism risk associated with age, particularly for men aged 60 and over at the time of their
release. Statistically speaking, a man who commits a sexual offense at age 45 and is released at age
62 poses a lower risk to sexually recidivate than if that same man were instead released at age 48.
Because most research in the area of aging and sexual offending has focused on age at
release rather than age at crime (e.g., Marshall, 2010), several questions remain about those men
who do sexually offend over the age of 60. Some of the questions about this population are merely
descriptive, such as what their criminal history looked like prior to their post-60 sexual conviction
or what risk and protective factors these men display following their post-60 sexual conviction.
Other questions, however, relate to risk, such as (a) the risk men convicted of under-60 sexual
offenses pose to continue sexual offending over the age of 60, and (b) the risk men convicted of a
post-60 sexual offense pose to continue their post-60 sexual offending. This proposed symposium
includes many analyses related to over-60 sexual offending presented in two separate, but related,
studies. The first study uses a sample of men who committed sexual offenses under the age of 60,
were given a risk assessment, and were followed until they were at least 65 years old. The analyses
in the first study, therefore, investigate rates of and predictors for sexual recidivism over the age of
60 in a sample of men all of whom committed sexual offenses under the age of 60. The second study
is related to the first study, but the second study uses a sample composed entirely of men who
committed sexual offenses, were given a risk assessment, and were all released to the community
over the age of 60. As this second sample includes men whose index sexual offense was committed
under the age of 60 as well as men whose index sexual offense was committed over the age of 60,
the analyses in the second study investigate any differences in risk and recidivism between the two
groups. Specifically, in a sample composed entirely of men released over the age of 60, do sexual
recidivism rates and predictors of sexual recidivism vary between those whose index sexual offense
was committed under the age of 60 versus those whose index sexual offense was committed over
the age of 60?
This session is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Clinical & Research
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Learning Goals
 Upon completing this educational activity, learners should be able to describe the risk
profiles (e.g., criminal histories, protective factors) of men who have sexually offended over
the age of 60.
 Upon completing this educational activity, learners should be able to discuss which risk
and protective factors predict over-60 sexual recidivism.
 Upon completing this educational activity, learners should be able to discuss how the sexual
recidivism of men who sexually offended under the age of 60 but were released over the age
of 60 compares to that of men who sexually offended over the age of 60 and were then
released.
References
Gottfredson, M. R., & Hirschi, T. (1990). A general theory of crime. Stanford, CA: Stanford University
Press.
Helmus, L., Thornton, D., Hanson, R. K., & Babchishin, K. M. (2012). Improving the predictive
accuracy of the Static-99 and the Static-2002 with older sex offenders: Revised age weights.
Sexual Abuse: A Journal of Research and Treatment, 24, 64-101.
Marshall, L. E. (2010). Aging and sexual offending: An examination of older sexual offenders (Doctoral
thesis, Queen’s University at Kingston, Ontario, Canada).
Jeffrey C. Sandler does research for the New York State Office of Mental Health through the
Research Foundation for Mental Hygiene. His research has addressed the impact of public policies
designed to manage people convicted of sexual offending, sexual recidivism risk assessment, and
issues surrounding females convicted of sexual offending.
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TH-PM-04
Helping Caregivers Respond When a Loved One Causes Sexual Harm
Sheryl Overby, MS
Woodhaven Counseling
Parenting youth and teens is hard work and caregivers experience the toughest crisis of
their lives when they learn that their child has been sexually assaulted by an adult or involved in
child on child sexual abuse. Many caregivers have their own history of sexual trauma, which
magnifies their reaction in both positive and negative ways.
Immediately after disclosure of child sexual assault, caregivers of the abused child need the
most support, but are dismissed to focus on the child. If they are in shock, disbelief, or respond
from a place of their own trauma, they are often judged harshly by human service providers and
systems and may be blamed for contributing to the sexual harm.
Helpful responses by adults is the number one thing that will help a child heal from
experiencing sexual harm from an adult. We discuss how caregivers are often persuaded or
manipulated out of a position to stop the abuse from happening and/or trusting the adult causing
the sexual harm. We will also identify concrete ways to help caregivers improve in 4 areas of their
life so they can help their child. These four areas are protect, support, believe and resilience. The
best intervention in helping children who have experienced sexual abuse is supporting and
assisting their caregiver FIRST!
This session is rated: Adult | Preliminary | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity learners should be better able to understand
the connection between caregiver progress/success and support by human service
providers.
 Upon completion of this educational activity learners should be better able to learn the four
life areas that determine the success of the caregiver to be helpful to their child who has
been sexually abused by a loved one.
 Upon completion of this educational activity learners should be better able to learn six ways
that adults who cause sexual harm may manipulate the adults in the child’s life so they can
sexually abuse the child.
Since 1988, Ms. Sheryl Overby has helped families impacted by sexual abuse, including abused
children, children with problematic sexual behaviors, caregivers and adults. She spent 10 years
working in the Chicago metro area as an outpatient therapist and 15 years as an RSafe® therapist
at Lutheran Family Services (LFS) in Omaha, NE. Ms. Overby now is the lead trainer for the RSafe®
Training and Consultation Program and authored their 11-month training curriculum for therapists
to learn how to treat youth with PSB. So far, approximately 45 therapists have been trained in the
RSafe Model of treatment in Nebraska. She provides individual and family therapy in private
practice at Woodhaven Counseling. Her articles and resources are available at
www.sheryloverby.com.
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TH-PM-05
Forging a New Reality in Sexual Recidivism Risk Assessment: From the Pilot to Version 1 of
the Structured Assessment of Protective Factors for Violence Risk - Sexual Offence Version
Gwenda Willis, PhD, PGDipClinPsyc
University of Auckland, New Zealand
Sharon Kelley, PsyD
Sand Ridge Evaluation Unit
David Thornton, PhD
FAsTR LLC
Michiel de Vries Robbé, PhD
Amsterdam University Medical Center, The Netherlands
Strengths-based, trauma-informed and desistance oriented interventions represent new realities in
sexual offending treatment provision, yet assessment tools designed to assess risk and evaluate
treatment change remain focused on what has gone wrong (static risk factors) and what is going
wrong (dynamic risk factors). In mid-2017, the presenters embarked on a research program to
develop a structured assessment of protective factors against sexual reoffending for use alongside
commonly used risk assessment tools. As its name suggests, the Structured Assessment of
Protective Factors for violence risk – Sexual Offence version (SAPROF-SO; Willis et al., 2017-2019)
was initially modelled on the SAPROF (de Vogel et al., 2012), a meaure of protective factors against
violent reoffending. The authors drew on desistance research and the strengths-based Good Lives
Model in an attempt to develop a theoretically informed and clinically meaningful actuarial risk
assessment tool. At the same time a sexual offending additional manual was developed to be used in
addition to the original SAPROF alongside SPJ risk assessment tools (de Vries Robbé et al., 2019).
Between 2017 and early 2020 the 24-item SAPROF-SO pilot version was tested in clinical and
research settings. Pilot research found acceptable interrater reliability, convergent and
discriminant valdity in both high risk and routine samples (Willis et al., 2020), and preliminary
findings from retrospective file-based studies demonstrate predictive validity for reduced sexual
recidivism (Nolan, 2021). Results from pilot research informed Version 1 of the SAPROF-SO, which
the authors are disseminating in 2021. Version 1 includes 14 core items grouped into three
subscales (Resilience, Adaptive Sexuality, Prosocial Connection & Reward) and an optional 5-item
Professional Risk Management scale. In this workshop, the presenters will provide an overview of
the SAPROF-SO Version 1 and the sexual offending additional manual, present research findings
regarding reliability, construct validity and predictive validity, and discuss and illustrate the use of
the tools in risk assessment, clinical practice and risk management.
This session is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Clinical & Research
Learning Goals
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
protective factors against sexual recidivism.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
underlying mechanisms through which protective factors are thought to operate.
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Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the utility of assessing protective factors in clinical practice and risk management.

References
de Vogel, V., de Ruiter, C., Bouman, Y., & de Vries Robbé, M. (2012). SAPROF. Guidelines for the
assessment of protective factors for violence risk (2nd ed.). Van der Hoeven Stichting.
de Vries Robbé, M., Willis, G. M., Thornton, D., & Kelley, S. M. (2019). The Structured Assessment of
Protective Factors for Violence Risk - Sexual Offence additional manual. Pilot version.
Nolan, T. (2021). Attending to the positive: Retrospective validation of the SAPROF-SO. [Unpublished
master's thesis, University of Canterbury].
Willis, G. M., Kelley, S. M., & Thornton, D. (2020). Are protective factors valid constructs? Inter-rater
reliability and construct validity of proposed protective factors against sexual reoffending.
Criminal Justice and Behavior, 47, 1448-1467. https://doi.org/10.1177/0093854820941039
Willis, G. M., Thornton, D. T., Kelley, S. M., & de Vries Robbé, M. (2017-2019). The Structured
Assessment of Protective Factors for Violence Risk - Sexual Offence version (SAPROF-SO) Pilot
manual.
Dr. Gwenda Willis is an Associate Professor in Clinical Psychology at the University of Auckland,
New Zealand and Registered Clinical Psychologist. Her research and clinical interests focus on
strengths-based approaches to psychological assessment and treatment in forensic/correctional
settings, trauma-informed care and sexual abuse prevention. Dr Willis provides training and
consultation to clinicians internationally, including in the application of the contemporary Good
Lives Model of rehabilitation. Dr Willis has authored or co-authored more than 50 peer-reviewed
publications and her research has been widely cited. Dr Willis currently holds a Rutherford
Discovery Fellowship, leading a program of research into protective factors that mitigate risk for
sexual recidivism – including the development of the SAPROF-SO with co-authors David Thornton,
Sharon Kelley and Michiel de Vries Robbé.
Dr. Sharon Kelley is employed as an SVP evaluator with the Sand Ridge Evaluation Unit in
Madison, Wisconsin. She is currently the chapter president of the Wisconsin Association for the
Treatment of Sexual Abusers (WiATSA) as well as the Editor of the ATSA Forum Newletter. She is a
licensed psychologist in Wisconsin, Minnesota, and California. Both within her practical work and
research projects, she is interested in empirically based risk assessments and understanding
evaluator decision-making. She is a co-developer of the SAPROF-SO, which is an actuarially based
measure of protective factors specifically designed for individuals who have been charged with sex
offenses. She has authored and co-authored ten journal publications, one book chapter, and two
ATSA Forum articles. Her current research projects include the rate of undetected sexual offending,
validating the SAPROF-SO, and sexual risk assessment of individuals with major mental illness.
Dr. David Thornton is a psychologist in private practice based in Wisconsin. He is licensed to practice
as a psychologist in Wisconsin and Minnesota in the United States, and also in the United Kingdom. He
was research director for Wisconsin’s program for sexually violent persons for three years and
previously was the treatment director for that program for over a decade. He has published on
evidence-based standards for effective correctional programs and on the importance of therapist style
in the provision of treatment designed to reduce sexual recidivism. He has been involved in the
development of static actuarial instruments to assess sexual recidivism risk, contributing to the
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development of such scales as Static-99, Static-2002, Static-99R, Static-2002R and Risk Matrix 2000. He
has been involved in the development of psychological risk assessment, creating the Structured Risk
Assessment (SRA) framework, and in ways of understanding and measuring protective factors, being
involved in the creation of the SAPROF-SO. David Thornton has published three books, over 15
chapters in edited books, and over 80 papers in peer-reviewed scientific journals.
Dr. Michiel de Vries Robbé is psychologist and senior researcher at the department of Child and
adolescent psychiatry of the Amsterdam University Medical Center in The Netherlands. He is affiliated
with the Netherlands Institute for Forensic Psychiatry and Psychology and with St. Joseph’s Healthcare
in Hamilton, Canada, as associate professor in the department of Psychiatry and Behavioural
Neurosciences at McMaster University. His research focuses primarily on violence risk assessment and
its applicability in forensic practice. He is specifically interested in protective factors for violence risk,
in adults, juveniles and children. He is author of the SAPROF, the SAPROF-Youth Version and the
SAPROF-Child Version, and is involved in ongoing developments regarding various SAPROF additions
such as for Learning Disabilities, Long-term Care, Sexual Offending and protective factors selfassessment. In addition, he is co-author of the Female Additional Manual (FAM; for assessing risk for
violence in women). Recently, he has been working on the development and implementation of new
(Violence) Risk Screening tools for adults and juveniles in prison, probation and outpatient care and
supervision.
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TH-PM-06
Assessing Child Sexual Abuse Allegations
Jeffrey Lee, PhD
Alexandra Michelin, PsyD
NW Family Psychology
Assessing child sexual abuse (CSA) allegations is a particularly difficult and a challenging
endeavor. Only two studies (Thoeness and Pearson, 1998; Thoeness and Tjaden, 1990) empirically
studied the base rate of CSA allegations in divorce cases, estimating it at roughly 2%. A 2003
Canadian Incident Study, of 17,321 investigations of sexual abuse 16% and 61% were either
“suspected” or “unsubstantiated,” respectively. Furthermore, mental health professionals are often
sought to assist in the evaluation, interviewing, or process of investigation, especially by civil judges
and courts. Often custodial/parenting time determinations, CPS findings, access to one’s child(ren),
and other associated consequences are made with the assistance and opinions of a mental health
expert.
It is critical when conducting these studies that the expert be familiar with the legal
standards, value and limitations of evaluation procedures, and the resources available to support
the expert. The focus of this presentation is to provide an introductory overview of the process,
procedures, and considerations when conducting a psychosexual evaluation in the context in which
there are no criminal charges and only allegations have been made. In this presentation, we will
address the literature of CSA allegations, theoretical and psychometric considerations, child
forensic interviews, ethical and legal standards, recommended resources and minimal
competencies, and elements of the forensic inquiry.
This session is rated: Adult & Youth | General | Clinical
Learning Goals:





Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to
recognize relevant research related to CSA evaluations, particularly base rates of
CSA allegations and their ultimate findings.
Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to
understand evaluation methodologies and practices.
Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to
identify challenges and limitations of conducting psychosexual evaluations in the
context in which there are no criminal charges.

Jeff A. Lee, PhD is a licensed clinical psychologist in private practice in Washington and Oregon. I
specialize in conducting custody evaluations, parent risk, child forensic interviews, and
psychosexual risk assessments. I often provide expert testimony on topics of sexual abuse and risk
when allegations are made. I have presented at several local and national conferences on topics of
evaluation design, adolescent development, impact of trauma, child disclosures of abuse, and
related topics.
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Alexandra Michelin, PsyD is a postdoctoral resident at NW Family Psychology and received her
doctorate in Clinical Psychology at Pacific University with an emphasis in forensic psychology. With
primary interests in forensic psychology, the majority of her training and experience has been with
individuals in forensic settings, including state hospitals, private practices specializing in forensic
evaluation, and community mental health clinics. She completed her pre-doctoral internship at
Mendota Mental Health Institute in Wisconsin where she conducted competency to stand trial
evaluations and violence risk assessments, in addition to providing Dialectical Behavioral Therapy
with forensic patients. Areas of interest include serious mental illness, neurocognitive impairment,
and forensic examinations, specifically psychosexual and criminal forensic evaluations.
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TH-PM-07
Supervising the New Clinician:
Helping Acclimate New Therapists to Working in the Field of Sexual Offending
Paul Hoard, PhD, LCPC, CSAYC
MidAmerica Nazarene University
Seth Wescott, MS, LMLP
Clinical Associates, PA
Supervising new therapists in the mental health world is a complicated process under the best
circumstances. However, this process carries with it far more concerns and nuances when
combined with the wealth of information, skills, and attitudes necessary to effectively provide
treatment to individuals with histories of sexual abuse. Ensuring optimal client care, while also
facilitating the further development of therapist skills and selfcare requires a particular attention in
supervisors. Moreover, most mental health educational programs provide little to no support in
orienting students to the field of working with individuals with sexual abuse. This presentation
seeks to further the conversation on what is involved in successfully acclimating new therapists.
Through thorough discussions of lived supervisory successes and failures, as well as a review of the
relevant literature, this presentation will provide some frameworks to help supervisors in the
process of training new therapists. The presenters will address issues related to therapist
objectivity, parallel process, developing new clinician skills (i.e. trauma-informed care, motivational
interviewing), vicarious trauma, as well as various supervisory models and their use in this field.
The presentation will first review common pitfalls in the supervisory relationship and common
causes of therapist burnout. Next, specific suggestions and steps will be discussed to help
supervisors respond to common problems that arise. These will be developed through a lens of
lived experiences and relevant literature with an opportunity for discussion from all participants.
This session is rated: Adult & Youth | Intermediate | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to develop an
understanding of common pitfalls in supervising new therapists working with individuals
with histories of sexual abuse.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to articulate
specific steps to optimize the supervisory relationship for therapist’s working with
individuals with histories of sexual abuse.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to engage with
ways to facilitate self-care, education, and skills development for new therapists working
with individuals with histories of sexual abuse.
Paul R. Hoard, PhD, LCPC, CSAYC is a licensed clinical professional counselor (Kansas and
Missouri) with a doctoral degree in counselor education and supervision from Regent University
where he conducted his dissertation research on juveniles with sexual behavior problems in secure
care. He is a clinical member of ATSA and has received specialized training and credentialing in
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working with adolescents with sexual behavior problems. He has worked clinically with juveniles
with sexual behavior problems since 2010. Dr. Hoard is an approved clinical supervisor and has
conducted research and provided mental health counseling as well as clinical supervision in the
USA, Ukraine, and Turkey. He was appointed by the State of Kansas Secretary of Corrections to the
State’s Multi-Disciplinary Team, responsible for evaluating potential sexually violent predators.
Currently, he holds a position as an assistant professor in the counselor education department of
MidAmerica Nazarene University where he also provides outpatient mental health counseling and
clinical supervision services. Dr. Hoard has spoken and presented at conferences internationally on
the topics of maladaptive sexual behavior, clinical supervision, and mental health counseling.
Seth Wescott, LMLP is a Licensed Master’s Level Psychologist. He has been working in the forensic
mental health field since 2002. He has worked in maximum security prisons for both adults and
juveniles. In addition, he has worked with offenders in various community-based settings. Mr.
Wescott has been employed at Clinical Associates as the Director of the Sex Offender Treatment
Program since 2011. In 2016 the program began providing psychosexual evaluation and treatment
services to youth adjudicated of sexual offenses. In private practice, Mr. Wescott conducts predisposition and pre-adjudication psychosexual evaluations of adults and juveniles. Mr. Wescott is a
clinical member of ATSA. He serves as Co-chair of the ATSA Public Policy Committee, and is a
member of the Kansas Advisory Committee on Sex Offenses and Registration for the Kansas Judicial
Counsel. He is an Adjunct Professor of Psychology at Rockhurst University and of Counseling at
MidAmerica Nazarene University.
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TH-PM-08
What is Healthy Sexuality? An Exploration of Data, Attitudes, and Treatment Implications
Michael Miner, PhD, LP
University of Minnesota Medical School
This interactive workshop is designed to provide information on current sexual practices, at least
as indicated by recent national surveys and published papers. The discussion will be structured by
the Sexual Health Model developed by faculty at the Program in Human Sexuality, which has
provided a framework for discussing sexuality within sex offender treatment, HIV counseling, and
treatment of sexual dysfunctions. Participant exercises and popular media will be used to
encourage interactions between attendees and to aid them in exploring their conceptions of healthy
sexuality, appropriate and inappropriate sexual interactions, and the integration of these concepts
into sex offender treatment for adults and adolescents. The workshop will present data from a
recently completed national surveys of the sexual behavior of men and women between the ages of
14 and 75 years and studies of the use of digit technology. This workshop will emphasize attendee
discussion and participation and will integrate information through discussion that focus
participant attention to cultural differences, application to treatment of adults and adolescents who
have committed sexual harm, and allow individual attendees to explore their attitudes and beliefs
regarding sexuality.
This session is rated: Adult & Youth | General | Clinical & Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to recognize
their biases with respect to healthy sexual behavior.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to share ways to
integrate discussion of health sexuality into treatment of adults and adolescents who have
committed sexual harm.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to recognize
how access to digit technology has changed the way people communicate and the
implications this has for sexual behavior.
Michael H. Miner, PhD, LP is Professor of Family Medicine and Community Health and Research
Director for the Program in Human Sexuality (PHS) at the University of Minnesota. His research
has focused on the etiology of sexual abuse perpetration in adolescence, risk assessment, and
sexual compulsivity. Dr. Miner is past President of the Association for the Treatment of Sexual
Abusers and a charter Vice President of the International Association for the Treatment of Sexual
Offenders. Dr. Miner is a recipient of the ATSA Lifetime Significant Achievement Award.
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TH-PM-09
Covid-19 and Online Treatment: Video and Presentation Tools Step Up
Jordan Hanley, PhD
Ward St. Clere, Inc.
Working with men who have committed sexual offences it is important to provide clinical
services that address needs and convey information and concepts through various modalities.
Group therapy often is augmented with individual sessions, with programs variously including
specific modules focusing on conveying psychoeducational material. The latter can be highly
vulnerable to such factors as limited educational backgrounds, prior negative formal learning
experiences, and limited attention span. And now we have the global pandemic with a broadbased shift to online group/program facilitation.
Many program facilitators make a point of showing video clips and/or educational films and even
mainstream motion pictures as a way to help illustrate core program material, generate
emotional reactions, and stimulate discussion. However, little in the way of organized
information has been available in terms of specific media in this area considered particularly
useful by experienced clinicians. We will examine the process of what to look for in selecting
clips and what to avoid. Another issue involves how to present this media such that it is most
likely to have a solid impact without overwhelming group participants.
This workshop will highlight basic issues related to use of copywritten film material for
educational purposes in programs, along with general recommendations for audiovisual and
other equipment that, in our experience, is portable, affordable, and enables presentation of
material in a highly salient fashion. Various presentation tips will be offered based on using
multimedia in an online format. Clinical cautions regarding potential impact of showing media to
program participants and how to manage same will be provided.
Finally, film clips will be shown clearly illustrating cornerstone topic areas of risk factors,
behavioural progression, cognitive distortions, management of unhealthy sexual fantasy, victim
empathy, and impact of healthy social support. We will walk through how each piece of content
can be processed in group to gain maximum benefit for the participants.
This session is rated: Adult & Youth | General | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to discern what
makes media content appropriate for a sex offence treatment program and especially within
an online format.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to select key
media content suitable for typical sex offence treatment modules.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to present
media content for best impact and learning, and decrease the likelihood of clients
experiencing adverse reactions to media content.
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Dr. Jordan Ward Hanley is a registered psychologist with a practice in clinical and forensic
psychology. He has been assessing and treating men who have acted out sexually for over two
decades, with a focus on using media to facilitate learning of psychoeducational material. This has
included both private practice and contracted employment with the Provincial Government of
British Columbia, Canada.
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TH-PM-10
Case Formulation With Adolescents Who Have Engaged in Sexually Abusive Behavior
Tom Leversee, LCSW
Private Practice
This workshop will focus on the science and art of case formulation with adolescents who have
engaged in sexually abusive behavior. Case formulation is so much more than listing static and
dynamic risk factors or DSM—5 diagnoses. Case formulation has been defined as “a tool for making
sense of a client’s story”, turning the many pieces of an assessment into a single narrative, or a
hypothesis. The case formulation bridges the assessment and treatment plan and informs a
clinician’s treatment choices. An apt metaphor is putting together the pieces of a puzzle in striving
to explore and understand the nature, development, and trajectory of sexually abusive behavior
and non-sexual conduct problems.
Case formulation includes identifying individual and ecological risk factors, protective factors, and
strengths. The case formulation then strives to clarify, explain, and understand the connections
between current symptoms and past risk factors. How have these risk factors interacted with each
other? How has the youth adapted to past stressors and how have these adaptations carried over
into current behavior?
This workshop will begin by presenting an evidence based conceptual framework for practice as a
foundation for assessment and treatment planning. This includes the following: core correctional
principles; developmental/ecological; cognitive behavioral/skills based; strengths based; and
trauma informed. Research that informs case formulation and treatment planning will be
presented. This includes etiological factors, typology research, and co-occurring mental health
issues.
This session is rated: Youth | Intermediate | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify three
mediating dynamic variables that interact with childhood maltreatment to increase risk for
adolescent sexually abusive behavior.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify an
outline for organizing the key components of a case formulation.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify one
dynamic risk factors/treatment target associated with generalist and specialist sexually
abusive youth.
Tom Leversee, LCSW, worked for 34 years in clinical and administrative positions in the Colorado
Division of Youth Corrections (DYC) prior to retiring as a state employee in 2008. Tom currently
has a private practice primarily focused on consultation, training, and clinical services for
adolescents who have engaged in sexually abusive behavior. Tom is also an adjunct professor at the
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University of Denver Graduate School of Social Work. His numerous publications include coediting/authoring Juvenile Sexual Offending: Causes, Consequences, and Corrections, 3rd edition,
(Jossey-Bass Publishers) with Gail Ryan and Sandy Lane. He has presented extensively nationally
and internationally. Tom is a Clinical Member and Fellow of the Association for the Treatment of
Sexual Abusers (ATSA). He co-chaired the committee that drafted the ATSA Practice Guidelines for
Adolescents that were subsequently approved by the membership and Board and published in
2017. Tom was presented with the National Adolescent Perpetration Network’s (NAPN) “Pioneer
Award” in 2005 for his “unique contributions to prevent perpetration of sexual abuse”. He was
presented with the 2010 Gary Burgin Leadership Award by the Colorado Sex Offender Management
Board. Tom is also the recipient of the 2019 NAPN C. Henry Kempe Lifetime Achievement Award
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TH-PM-11
Practice Self-Regulation (PS-R): An Innovative Practice for Preventing PSB
Diana Moser-Burg, PhD, LCMHC-S
Smith Family Wellness Center at Project 658
Scott J. Patterson, MA, LPCC, LADAC
CYFD-Behavioral Health Division
The capacity for self-regulation is probably the single most important contributor to
achievement, mental health, and social success (Steinberg, 2014).
Practice Self-Regulation (PS-R), a trauma-informed approach for adolescent sexual health, is
a federally funded “innovative and promising approach” for prevention of youthful sexual harm,
infection and disease, and teen pregnancy developed by Joann Schladale. It is being evaluated in two
formats across the United States to determine effectiveness through random controlled studies. One
format is a therapeutic intervention facilitated by licensed mental health professionals, and the other
is a blended learning model combining 8 on-line sessions and 4 face-to-face meetings with nonclinically trained professionals in juvenile probation settings. This presentation will provide a clearly
defined and structured description of the model with implications for application in a variety of
settings, in addition to experiential activities that practitioners can begin utilizing immediately with
clients, facilitated by Dr. Diana Moser-Burg and Scott J. Patterson, Certified Train the Trainers for PSR.
PS-R is a neuroscience-based intervention designed for youth impacted by adverse childhood
experiences. It helps young people recognize and restructure thoughts, regulate emotions and
physiological reactions, and change behavior. By increasing knowledge of sexual health and the
impact of trauma on sexual decision-making youth are encouraged and supported in practicing selfregulation. The intervention addresses motivation for change to decrease problem sexual behavior,
manage impulsivity, negotiate, and practice harm-free, and protected sex. It is based on concepts of
positive youth development and findings that indicate young people are more motivated towards
goals they can approach rather than those they should avoid.
Affect regulation, a persons’ ability to manage emotions without causing harm to self or
others (Schore, 2003) has five core components: thoughts, feelings, physiological reactions, behavior,
and outcomes. The first three are internal processes youth learn to mindfully observe as they
experience external stimuli (arousal [not necessarily sexual]). These internal elements influence
decision making that in turn influence behavior and outcomes. While cognition and behavior play a
part in all psychotherapy, this approach is not limited to a general cognitive behavioral therapy
approach. This model reflects tenets of trauma-informed interventions promoted through the
National Child Traumatic Stress Network (NCTSN), the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA), the federal Office of Adolescent Health (OAH), and the Family and Youth
Services Bureau (FYSB. It also encompasses best practices for interventions addressing problem
sexual behavior in youth (Henggeler, Letourneau, Chapman, Borduin, Schewe, & McCart, 2009;
Henggeler, Schoenwald, Borduin, Rowland, & Cunningham, 2009; Prescott, 2012).
Self-regulation is the capacity to formulate “a plan of one’s own and implement behavior to
carry it out” (Miller & Rollnick, 2013, p.86). While affect regulation addresses spontaneous efforts to
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optimally manage cognitive, affective, and physiological reactions, self-regulation is a mindful,
values-based commitment to do so over time. Optimal sexual decision making is a thoughtful and
planned approach to behaving sexually that promotes the health and well-being of everyone
involved. It is behavior that reflects the World Health Organization’s (WHO) definition of sexual
health.
PS-R provides a setting for therapists and youth to address the impact of trauma, and how
values, beliefs, choices, and personal goals affect a person’s sexual health and well-being. It addresses
many underlying issues that put youth who have experienced trauma at increased risk for sexual
harm. Tenets of Motivational Interviewing (Miller & Rollnick, 2013) are interwoven into the model.
The presentation will include information about the neuroscience behind the intervention
and examples of practical application in a variety of settings. Core components of the model are
described through PowerPoint slides and multi-sensory activities to enhance participant
engagement, understanding, and memory retention.
This session is rated: Youth | Intermediate | Clinical & Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe core
components of the intervention and identify empirical evidence that guides them.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to use
empirically-based multi-sensory activities learned in the workshop.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to clarify their
role in prevention of sexual abuse and implement multidisciplinary collaboration across a
full continuum of care for youth involved in the intervention.
References
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Force. Nctsn.org
Henggeler, S., Letourneau, E., Chapman, J., Borduin, C., Schewe, P. & McCart, M. (2009). Mediators of
change for Multisystem Therapy with juvenile sexual offenders. Journal of Consulting and Clinical
Psychology, 77(3), 451-462.
Henggeler, S., Schoenwald, S., Borduin, C., Rowland, M., & Cunningham, P. (2009). Multisystemic
treatment for antisocial behavior in children and adolescents (Second Edition). New York: The
Guilford Press.
Miller, W. & Rollnick, W. (2013). Motivational interviewing. New York: The Guilford Press.
Prescott, D. (2012). Beyond manuals and workbooks: Improving clinical outcomes with
adolescents who have sexually abused. Holyoke, MA: NEARI Press.
Schore, A. (2003). Affect regulation and the repair of the self. New York: W.W. Norton & Company.
Stambaugh, L., Ringeisen, H., Casanueva, C, Tueller, S., Smith, K., & Dolan, M. (2013). Adverse
childhood experiences in NSCAW. OPRE Report #2013-26, Washington, DC: Office of Planning,
Research and Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and

ThursdayTable
Table of
Thursday
of Contents
Contents

OUR NEW REALITY: RESILIENCE & RECONNECTION

2021 ATSA Conference | Thursday September 30 | 2:30 PM – 4:00 PM
Human Services.
Steinberg, L. (2014). Age of opportunity, lessons from the new science of adolescence. New York:
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Dr. Diana Moser-Burg is a Licensed Clinical Mental Health Counselor Supervisor with micro,
macro, and mezzo system level experience in the human services field. She has 25 years of
experience that range from outpatient counseling in an integrated care setting to inpatient secure
residential treatment. In addition, she has served as a coordinator and manager for System of Care
and served on multiple committees, taskforces, and subcommittees that address community
identified problems/issues. She has served as an adjunct professor at Old Dominion University’s
CACREP graduate counseling department and undergraduate studies at Strayer University, and
currently serves as the site supervisor for graduate level interns and practicum students at the
Smith Family Wellness Center, a free clinic serving the East side of Charlotte. She is trained in
multiple evidence based and evidence informed models such as TF-CBT, EMDR, Resource Parent
Curriculum, Triple P, Seeking Safety, Dialectical Behavior Therapy, Structural Family Therapy,
Cognitive Behavior Therapy, Cognitive Processing Therapy, Practice Self-Regulation (PS-R),
Integrative Treatment of Complex Trauma for Adolescents (ITCT-A), and has academic and clinical
certifications working with youth who cause sexual harm and working with individuals with cooccurring disorders. Her undergraduate degree is in Sociology/Criminal Justice, and both her
graduate and doctoral degrees are in Human Services. She is currently enrolled in the Global
Mental Health Trauma and Recovery certification course with Harvard University’s Medical
School.
Scott Patterson is the Statewide Behavioral Health Manager for the Administrative Office of the
Courts in the state of New Mexico. His work focuses on modeling and supporting best practices for
anyone involved in the criminal justice system throughout under-resourced and rural communities.
He is multi-lingual and strives to improve collaboration across systems with a goal of stopping
harm, healing pain and increasing access to meaningful interventions for individuals and families.
He has worked extensively in rural communities providing integrated interventions for trauma
responses, substance use and disaster related mental health issues utilizing various trauma therapy
techniques and acupuncture.
He is a national trainer for Practice Self-Regulation, a trauma-informed approach for Health and
well-being considered an innovative and promising practice. Scott is involved in two federal Grant's
studying the effectiveness of the program through random controlled trials. He was a clinical
facilitator in one, while overseeing fidelity to the model and supporting the trials in a other. He now
trains on the model in a variety of settings and is leading an initiative to implement it with youth
who have been sexually trafficked.
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TH-PM-12
8th Annual Student Clinical Case and Data Blitz
Co-Coordinator: Farron Wielinga, BA (Hons)
Co-Coordinator: Brandon Sparks, MA
University of Saskatchewan
Students will be presenting their research and clinical work in 5 minutes or less during the ATSA
Clinical Case and Data Blitz. This year we have 9 presentations examining important issues related
to the prevention, assessment, management, and treatment of people who have committed sexual
offences.
Student Clinical Case and Data Blitz
Characteristics and Criminogenic Needs of Sexual Assault Typologies
Mackenzie Thomas, MacEwan University
Distinguishing Characteristics and Risk Levels of “Pure” and Versatile Adult Sexual Offenders
Elisha Chan, MA, University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Exploring the Feelings Associated With Sending Unsolicited Sexual Images
Rebecca Fisico, BA (Hons), Ontario Tech University
Hero to Villain: Are Veteran Sexually Dangerous Persons a Distinct Subset
Joshua Camins, PhD, Sand Ridge Secure Treatment Center
How Crossover Sexual Offending Impacts Endorsement of Multiple Paraphilias
Madeline Eyer, MA, University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Juveniles Who Commit Sexual Offenses: An Evaluation of Dispositions in Florida’s Juvenile Justice
System
Katherine C. Gomez, MA, University of Central Florida & Florida Department of Juvenile Justice
Multiple-Perpetrator Sexual Offenses (MPSOs): How Do Leaders Differ From Followers?
Kristina Shatokhina, MSc, Ontario Tech University
The Association Between Stalking and Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) Regarding Risk, Rates,
Frequency, and Severity of Recidivism
Marguerite Himmen, BA (Hons), MacEwan University
The Paraphile Project: Primary Prevention Program for People With Paraphilia and Their
Important Others
Lucie Krejcova, Charles University and General University Hospital in Prague
This session is rated: Adult & Youth | General | Clinical & Research
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Learning Goals:
 Participants will discuss ATSA student members' clinical and research contributions to the
field.
 Participants will critique ATSA student members' approaches and identify areas for future
research and practice.
 Participants will describe the relevance of presentations to the future directions of the next
generation of ATSA.
Farron Wielinga, BA (Hons) is a PhD student in Clinical Psychology at the University of
Saskatchewan, currently completing her doctoral residency at the Calgary Predoctoral Residency
Program in Clinical Psychology. Farron also serves as a member of the ATSA Student Committee.
Under the supervision of Dr. Mark Olver, her dissertation examines the use of dynamic risk
instruments and protective factors to evaluate risk in men convicted of sexual offenses who are
engaged in high-intensity, community-based treatment.
Brandon Sparks (MA) is a Lecturer at Kingston University in Kingston, England. He is currently
completing his PhD in Culture, Health, and Human Development at the University of Saskatchewan
where he is investigating the impact of dating applications and social supports on incels and their
responses to romantic rejection. Outside of this area, Brandon is also involved in multiple projects
exploring image-based sexual abuse, animal sexual abuse, and responses to perpetrators and victims
of sexual violence. He has also been a member of ATSA's Public Policy Committee since 2018.

Characteristics and Criminogenic Needs of Sexual Assault Typologies
Mackenzie Thomas
MacEwan University
Supervisor: Sandy Jung, PhD R Psych
People have an intrinsic desire to understand other people’s behaviour, especially when considered
socially deviant or abnormal. This fascination has led to several theoretical and empirically-based
typologies for criminal behaviour, including sexual assault. These are typically based on the
premise that those who commit sexual assault have different individual characteristics. The greater
knowledge we gain to identify diverse groups of these individuals may help us understand the
characteristics associated with their sexual offending.
The current study examines the typology proposed by Knight and Prentky (1990). The
Massachusetts Treatment Center Rapist Typology, Version 3 (MTC: R3) identifies five general
categories of rapists, four of which are examined in the current study. These categories include
opportunistic, pervasively angry, vindictive, and sexual types. Using a sample of 300 individuals
who have been investigated for sexual assault, the present study categorizes these individuals into
one of these typologies. This research identifies potentially unique attributes for each subtype, and
it is hypothesized that these subtypes will present with different individual characteristics,
including criminogenic needs, depending on the type of motivation that reflects a particular
individual who sexually offends. The practical implications of this study for criminal justice
professionals, such as police, will be discussed, and it is hoped that our findings will increase our
understanding of individuals who have committed sexual offences.
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Mackenzie Thomas is in her final year of a B.Sc. Honours in Psychology degree from MacEwan
University. Her honours thesis is focused on the risk assessment and criminogenic needs of
individuals who sexually offend based on their typology. In addition to her honours thesis, she is
conducting a study on the perceptions of community notifications of released offenders in Canada.
She is also currently a research assistant for the Psychology Crime Lab and Worry and Health
Anxiety Lab. In conjunction with her research experience, Mackenzie is an experienced crisis
responder for the Kids Help Phone and an advocate/support person for survivors of sexual
violence.
Distinguishing Characteristics and Risk Levels of “Pure” and Versatile Adult Sexual Offenders
Elisha Chan, MA
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Supervisor: Mario J. Scalora, PhD
Sexual offenders represent a heterogeneous group of individuals (e.g., Butler & Seto, 2002; Lin &
Simon, 2014). To date, little is known about the distinguishing characteristics and risk levels
associated with adult sexual offenders who differ by criminal versatility.
Understanding these differences have significant implications for risk assessment and intervention
efforts, and effective policy development. The present study examined the personal, criminal, and
behavioral characteristics and risk estimates associated with “pure” and versatile violent adult male
sexual offenders. Data was collected from 138 sexual offenders treated at a Midwestern state
psychiatric hospital. Those who had been charged or convicted of a violent offense (e.g., assault,
homicide, use of a deadly weapon) in addition to a sexual offense were categorized as versatile
violent sexual offenders (VVSO). Results indicated that VVSOs were significantly younger than
“pure” sexual offenders (PSO) at their first criminal contact. VVSOs were also more likely to be
convicted of a greater number of offenses as a juvenile and as an adult. Additionally, VVSOs
obtained significantly higher scores on the STATIC-99R and reported engaging in more intimate
partner violence than PSOs (all ps < .01). A binary logistic regression revealed that younger age at
discharge and being a VVSO significantly predicted general recidivism (both ps < .05). These results
suggest that VVSOs are characterized by greater antisociality and are at particularly high risk for
reoffending. This supports prior literature espousing the necessity of unique intervention and
management strategies targeting the criminogenic needs exhibited by different subgroups of sexual
offenders.
Elisha Chan, MA, is a doctoral student in the Clinical Psychology Training Program at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Her research interests include examining the risk factors
associated with different types of targeted violence, such as stalking and sexual violence, and
determining how this knowledge can be used to inform threat assessment and management efforts.
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Exploring the Feelings Associated with Sending Unsolicited Sexual Images
Rebecca Fisico, BA (Hons)
Ontario Tech University
Supervisor: Leigh Harkins, PhD
In recent years, legal, academic, and lay audiences have begun recognizing, studying, and discussing
acts of sexual violence perpetrated through technology. One form of technology-facilitated sexual
violence that has begun being highlighted is sending unsolicited sexual images (USIs). A USI is a
sexual image sent through technological platforms to a recipient who did not consent to receive it.
Initial studies suggest that people can experience positive outcomes after sending a USI (e.g., sex,
sexting), which could be hypothesized to positively reinforce this nonconsensual behaviour.
Another factor that could encourage an individual to send USIs is the feelings sending USIs can elicit
within a sender. To explore the feelings associated with sending USIs, this presentation will report
on a subset of the findings from an anonymous online survey conducted with a sample of university
students and community members. Particularly, this presentation will outline the feelings that
senders of USIs reported feeling before and after sending these nonconsensual images to their
recipients. These findings will help elucidate what feelings senders of USIs experience when
sending these sexual images and whether these feelings may positively reinforce this act of
technology-facilitated sexual violence. Future research could examine the reinforcing power of the
feelings experienced by senders of USIs by exploring what feelings are associated with sending
more USIs, fewer USIs, or ceasing to continue sending USIs.
Rebecca Fisico completed her Bachelor of Arts majoring in Forensic Psychology at Ontario Tech
University in 2018. She then pursued her Master of Science in Forensic Psychology at Ontario Tech
University under the supervision of Dr. Leigh Harkins and is set to finish in August 2021. Following
this, she will begin her doctoral studies in Clinical Psychology at McMaster University in September
2021. Rebecca has experience conducting research in academic and clinical settings. She also has
experience providing mental health support to university students. Rebecca’s current primary
research interest is investigating people’s experiences with non-consensual sexual acts perpetrated
through technology.
Hero to Villain: Are Veteran Sexually Dangerous Persons a Distinct Subset
Joshua Camins, PhD
Sand Ridge Secure Treatment Center
Supervisor: Lakshmi Subramanian, PhD
Research suggests approximately 8% of incarcerated individuals in the US are veterans.
Interestingly, there is a disproportionate number of veterans with sexual offense histories. There is
little research on risk factors that differentiate veteran and civilian offenders. Understanding this
subset, particularly in patients committed under sexually violent person (SVP) laws will help to
improve assessment, management, and treatment responsivity efforts.
The current study used archival data from an SVP facility in a midwestern state. The sample (N ':"'
129) included both veterans (n = 61) and civilians (n = 68). Patient scores were compared on
multiple risk assessment instruments (PCL-R, Static-99r, and VRS-SO).
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Scores on the PCL-R fell in the low range. There were no differences regarding military status on
facet, factor, or total scores. Scores on the Static-99r fell in category IVA, indicating Above Average
Risk. There were no differences between veterans and civilians. Finally, the YRS-SO, factors of
Sexual Deviance, Criminality, and Treatment Responsivity, and dynamic score were examined. The
sample fell within category IVB, Well Above Average risk. Although findings suggest total dynamic,
criminality and treatment responsivity were similar regardless of military status, there was a
significant difference in sexual deviancy such that veterans had (M = 12.8, SD= 1.7) higher sexual
deviance than civilians (M = 11.9, SD= 2.4), t(91) = -2.0, p = .05. Findings suggest that in general,
veteran SVP patients have similar levels of risk. However, due to the limited sample size, additional
research is warranted.
How Crossover Sexual Offending Impacts Endorsement of Multiple Paraphilias
Madeline Eyer, MA
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Supervisor: Mario J. Scalora, PhD
Crossover sexual offenders are individuals who offend against more than one gender (males and
females), age category (0-10, 1 1-1 4, 15+), or relationship type (intra- and extra-fam il ia l). Past
research demonstrates offenders who assault both children and adults may engage in these
sexual behaviors based on opportunity and a lack of self-control, rather than from a specific
deviant sexual interest (Beauregard et al., 2012). Given these findings, the current study sought to
investigate how crossover offending influenced endorsement in paraphilic behaviors. Data were
gathered from 136 high-risk sex offenders treated at a state hospital. Paraphilias were coded if
the offender endorsed fantasies , urges, or engagement in paraphilic behavior. Results indicated
offenders who reported crossing over based on all three categories (i.e., gender, age and
relationship) endorsed significantly more paraphilias (M=J.52) than those who crossover by two
(M=l .93), one (M= l.83) , or no categories (M=0.97). There were no differences between offenders
who crossed over by two and one categories, but both endorsed significantly more paraphilias than
those not crossing over. Moreover , when offenders who crossed over based on all three categories
were compared to all other offender s, they were significantly more likely to endorse a variety
of both legal and illegal paraphilias, including cross dressing, fetishism, urophilia, sadism,
frottage, voyeurism, and bestiality (ps<.01). Given the link between multiple paraphilias and
recidivism (Hanson & Morton-Bourgon, 2004), these findings suggest offenders who cross over
based on all three categories may be at a higher risk to reoffend. Implications for risk assessment
and treatment will be discussed.
Maddie Eyer is a fourth-year doctoral graduate student in the Clinical Psychology Training
Program at the University of Nebraska Lincoln. Her research interests include general and sexual
violence risk assessment as well as the management of targeted violence. Maddie is concurrently in
the joint MLS degree program at the Nebraska College of Law and maintains an interest in the role
of research towards informing public policy and legislative efforts to prevent violent behavior.
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Juveniles Who Commit Sexual Offenses:
An Evaluation of Dispositions in Florida’s Juvenile Justice System
Katherine C. Gomez, MA
University of Central Florida & Florida Department of Juvenile Justice
Supervisors: Kristina Childs Fischer, PhD & Jennifer Peck, PhD
Examining the practical utility of a structured decision-making tool and its impact on case
dispositions for juveniles charged with sex offenses is an important question to answer. While
research has confirmed that structured decision -making leads to positive youth and system
outcomes, addressing how well these universal policies serve specific groups of juveniles has not
received adequate empirical attention.
Therefore, the current study examines the strengths and limitations of using Florida' s statewide
disposition recommendation policies for juveniles charged with sex offenses. Specifically, the study
examines the association between risk to reoffend and disposition alignment with the disposition
recommendation provided by the Florida Department of Juvenile Justice (FDJJ) between juveniles
charged with a sex offense and juveniles charged with other against-person felony offenses and
whether being charged with a sex offense, compared to being charged with other against-person
felony offenses, increases the likelihood that a juvenile will receive residential commitment.
Statewide referrals from the FDJJ from 2012-2017 was examined (n = 5,915). The results
demonstrated that juveniles charged with sex offenses had lower delinquency risk to reoffend and
were more likely to receive harsher dispositions (i.e., residential commitment) than juveniles who
were charged with other against-person felony offenses. The findings may be used to improve
disposition recommendation policies for juveniles who have been charged with sexually-related
offenses.
Katherine C. Gomez (she/her) is currently a PhD candidate at the University of Central Florida
(PhD expected August 2021), studying sentencing policy for juveniles charged with sexual offenses.
She also currently serves as the Director of Human Trafficking Intervention for the Florida
Department of Juvenile Justice (FDJJ). Since 2006, she has served Florida as a probation officer,
trainer, researcher, and administrator. She specializes in working with youth who have committed
sexually-related offenses, youth who have experienced human trafficking, sexually marginalized
youth, and high-profile multijurisdictional cases.
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Multiple-Perpetrator Sexual Offenses (MPSOs): How Do Leaders Differ From Followers?
Kristina Shatokhina, MSc
Ontario Tech University
Supervisor: Leigh Harkins, PhD
Most multiple-perpetrator sexual offenses (MPSOs) take place under the direction of a
group leader, who is most influential in the commission of the offense and encourages the others’
participation (Woodhams, Cooke, Harkins, & Da Silva, 2012). A central aspect of the investigative
and judicial process involves identifying this individual and determining the risk they pose. Despite
the importance of understanding the characteristics of leaders and followers, the literature on this
topic is limited and no study, to our knowledge, has compared these two groups within an adult
sample. The aim of this study is to examine whether leaders and followers differ in terms of their
demographic, clinical, and criminal characteristics. The sample consisted of individuals convicted
of MPSOs, whose case files were extracted from the Lexis Advance QuickLaw database. Participants
were categorized as leaders or followers based on Porter and Alison’s (2001) Scale of Influence,
which assessed the role they played in the following: (1) generating the initial idea to engage in the
offense; (2) selecting the victim; (3) approaching the victim; (4) engaging in the first sexual act; (5)
deciding how to terminate contact with the victim and (6) terminating contact with the victim. To
elucidate the differences between leaders and followers, chi-square analyses are in progress, with
an expected completion date of August 2021. The outcomes of this investigation may inform efforts
to rehabilitate those who commit MPSOs and protect the communities in which they live.
Kristina Shatokhina is pursuing her Ph.D. at Ontario Tech University, investigating multipleperpetrator sexual offending (MPSOs) under the supervision of Dr. Leigh Harkins. More specifically,
she aims to explore the group dynamics that exist among the co-accused and the factors that
predict offense-related outcomes. Her M.Sc., also supervised by Dr. Harkins, focused on applying the
Integrated Risk Assessment and Treatment System (IRATS) to the prediction of recidivism and
treatment attrition. Over the last several years, Kristina has worked and volunteered for
organizations including the Correctional Service of Canada (CSC), the Centre for Addiction and
Mental Health (CAMH) – Forensics Division, and the Salvation Army – Correctional and Justice
Services.
The Association Between Stalking and Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) Regarding Risk,
Rates, Frequency, and Severity of Recidivism
Marguerite Himmen, BA (Hons)
MacEwan University
Supervisor: Sandy Jung, PhD, R Psych
Research has indicated that stalking is a prevalent crime in North America. Despite this concern, the
current laws do not adequately protect victims from stalking recidivism. This contributes to victims
often being revictimized. Moreover, victims may experience many detrimental concerns,
particularly prolonged psychological and social problems. Stalking-related behaviours have also
been associated with intimate partner violence (IPV). Specifically, stalking victims are at risk of
experiencing more severe physical violence from a former partner. The aim of this study is to
examine whether IPV perpetrators who have stalked their victims differ from those who do not
stalk in terms of recidivism risk, rates, frequency, and severity. This study initially included 249 IPV
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cases that were reported to police in 2017. One hundred of these cases were selected for follow-up
and were coded for recidivism outcomes. Results indicated that those who stalk differ on some
recidivism variables from those who do not stalk. Specifically, individuals who have stalked their
intimate partners were found to have an elevated risk and rate of recidivism, in comparison to
those who have not stalked their partners. Those who have stalked their partners were also found
to engage in more frequent and severe reoffending behaviours with regards to general and violent
offences and not stalking and IPV offences. The implications of these findings include more
accurately prioritizing cases that involve stalking behaviours and allocating the appropriate
intensity of resources to stalking and IPV cases.
Marguerite Himmen recently graduated with a B.Sc. Hons. in psychology. Her honours thesis was
focused on the relationship between stalking behaviours and intimate partner violence. She is
currently a research assistant for the Psychology Crime Lab at MacEwan University.
The Paraphile Project:
Primary Prevention Program for People With Paraphilia and Their Important Others
Lucie Krejcova
Charles University and General University Hospital in Prague
Supervisor: Katerina Klapilova, PhD
In the Czech Republic, access to outpatient/inpatient treatment services devoted to people
with paraphilia with a history of sexual delinquency is well established. Systematic way of
early intervention currently lacks in our country. To fill in this gap, the Paraphile project was
developed in 2019. It is the first Czech program focused on primary intervention for selfidentified paraphilics. It was inspired by worldwide successful programs of primary
prevention of sexual offense like StopSO, Stop it Now, Lucy Faithful Foundation, I can Change
and Kein Tater warden and it implements their good practice to the Czech environment. The
presentation will describe the current updates into this process and actual data examination.
Currently, the Paraphile project provides treatment to self-identified paraphiles whose
sexual preference includes unusual objects (e.g. pedophiles, hebephiles), or unusual activities
which have some form of non-consensus on the part of the sexual object or violence during
sex (e.g. sexual sadism, exhibitionism). We offer five intervention modes, which differ
according to the targeting of specific users of the given mode. It includes a functional web
platform, online counselling, crisis intervention, self-help online intervention, and contact
counselling and therapeutic services. Thus, the Pamphile project can provide much-needed
help to people with paraphilias to find ways to cope with their difficult situations.
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Plenary 3
Through the Lens of Trauma: Hindsight is 2020
Jill S. Levenson, PhD, LCSW
Barry University
If 2020 taught us anything, it is that trauma comes in infinite forms, and it affects us all. Let’s go
beyond ACEs (adverse childhood experiences) to explore the ubiquity of trauma and its impact on
us, our clients, our families, and our communities. Many traumas are easy to identify, and their
overt effects are obvious. Often, however, the legacy of trauma is much more covert, subtle, and
insidious. As mental health professionals, we can become more trauma-informed when we think
outside the box and realize that understanding trauma means changing the way we think about
everything and everyone. This session will challenge participants to think about the work we do in
the context of safety, power, inclusion, privilege, health, partnerships, voice, and choice. Let’s look
through the lens of trauma at ourselves and our clients, and pave a new path to prevention,
resilience, and post-traumatic growth.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, attendees will be able to understand
definitions, descriptions, and impacts of various types of traumas
 Upon completion of this educational activity, attendees will be able to identify a unifying
trauma-informed conceptualization to be applied to all domains of life and work
 Upon completion of this educational activity, attendees will be able to list strategies for
building resilience & post -traumatic growth for oneself, loved ones, and clients.
Dr. Jill Levenson, PhD, LCSW, is a Professor of Social Work at Barry University in Miami, FL, and a
clinician still in active practice. She has published 5 books and over 100 articles about treatments and
social policies designed to treat and prevent sexual abuse. Her research has been funded by the
National Institutes of Justice, the Centers for Disease Control, the CDC, and the National Sexual Violence
Resource Center. She is a SAMHSA-trained Trauma-Informed Care instructor, and has provided TIC
trainings in more than 20 states, Canada, Mexico, Australia, New Zealand & Hong Kong. In 2019 she
was honored with a Lifetime Achievement Award by ATSA and was named one of America’s top 100
social work scholars. In 2020 she was NASW-FL Miami-Dade Social Worker of the Year. (Violence) Risk
Screening tools for adults and juveniles in prison, probation and outpatient care and supervision.
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FR-AM-01 & FR-MID-01 & FR-PM-01
Using Research to Guide Application of Static-99R
David Thornton, PhD
FAsTR LLC & University of Bergen, Norway
L. Maaike Helmus, PhD
Simon Fraser University
Research relevant to the interpretation of Static-99R scores in assessing sexual recidivism risk will
be reviewed and the implications discussed. Topics will include additional normative data, the
effect of different release conditions, extrapolation to longer follow up, allowing for time-free
effects, how to determine when different normative reference groups should be used, direct
integration of Static-99R with dynamic risk, the use of recidivism norms with older individuals, the
effect of long prison sentences, the effect of change during treatment, and application of the
instrument in different cultures.
This seminar is rated: Adult | Advanced
Learning Goals:
 Upon the completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to describe 10-year
sexual recidivism norms for Routine samples.
 Upon the completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to describe the
effect of intensive supervision on sexual recidivism rates.
 Upon the completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to extrapolate
short-term sexual recidivism rates to 20-year rates.
 Upon the completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to describe to
structured methods for selecting recidivism norms.
 Upon the completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to compare
different methods for integrating Static-99R with dynamic risk instruments.
 Upon the completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to describe the
effect of change during treatment on the accuracy of static risk estimates.

David Thornton, Ph.D., is a psychologist in private practice in Wisconsin and holds a part time
position as a professor in the department of clinical psychology at the University of Bergen in
Norway. He was research director for Wisconsin’s program for sexually violent persons for three
years and previously was the treatment director for that program for over a decade. He has
published on evidence-based standards for effective correctional programs and on the importance
of therapist style in the provision of treatment designed to reduce sexual recidivism. He has been
involved in the development of static actuarial instruments to assess sexual recidivism risk,
contributing to the development of such scales as Static-99, Static-2002, Static-99R, Static-2002R
and Risk Matrix 2000. He has been involved in the development of psychological risk assessment,
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creating the Structured Risk Assessment (SRA) framework. David Thornton has published three
books, over 15 chapters in edited books, and over 75 papers in peer-reviewed scientific journals.
L. Maaike Helmus is an Assistant Professor in Criminology at Simon Fraser University in
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. Her research has focused on offender risk assessment,
particularly regarding risk scale development and validation, and risk assessment for subgroups
such as sex offenders, domestic violence offenders, and Indigenous offenders. She is part of the
development team for Static-99R, Static-2002R, BARR-2002R, STABLE-2007, ACUTE-2007, VRAGR, CPORT, and the Risk of Administrative Segregation Tool (RAST). Dr. Helmus also has a particular
interest in meta-analysis and statistical approaches to prediction. She is currently co-editor of the
journal Sexual Offender Treatment and on the editorial board of Sexual Abuse and Psychological
Assessment. A former Banting postdoc scholar and winner of the Governor General’s Gold Medal for
her work in risk assessment, Dr. Helmus has been the recipient of numerous grants and awards
from organizations including the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers (ATSA) and the
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada.
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FR-AM-02
Bringing Them Out of the Shadows: Exploring Help-Seeking Behaviour in the Informal
Network of Minor Attracted Persons and (Potential) Offenders of Child Sexual Abuse
Symposium Chair: Kasia Uzieblo, PhD
Forensic Care Specialists (De Forensische Zorgspecialisten)
The concept ‘help-seeking behaviour’ has gained importance as an imperative vehicle for exploring
and understanding someone’s delay and action across a variety of (mental) health conditions. In
mental healthcare, encouraging help-seeking behaviour is considered to be one of the greatest
challenges to effective intervention for prevention and treatment of mental disorders (Rickwood &
Thomas, 2012). In the last years, knowledge on help-seeking behaviour in minor-attracted people
(MAPs) and people who have committed sexual offences has steadily increased. Several studies have
illustrated that only a small proportion of MAPs discloses their sexual interests to a mental health
care practitioner (Dombert et al., 2016), and only a minority of people who have committed sexual
offences, has sought help prior to their arrest (Levenson, Willis, & Vicencio, 2017; Piché, Mathesius,
Lussier, & Schweighofer, 2018), which is no surprise, given the numorous psychological, social, and
practical obstacles they encounter when seeking help (Levenson et al., 2017). There is an increasing
awaraness in practice that these sexual interests or behaviours towards minors also affect the lives
of the informal network of MAPs and (potential) offenders (e.g., family members, friends). When
someone from the informal network is suspecting or has encountered such behaviours or interests,
this person might struggle with a wide range of concerns and a wide range of obstacles for seeking
help (e.g., fear and shame). Remarkably, the help-seeking behaviour of this informal network is to
our knowledge not documented in empirical literature.
The current symposium aims to address this gap by exploring help-seeking behaviours in the
informal network of MAPs and (potential) offenders of child sexual abuse. The first presentation will
depict a first empirical study on help-seeking behaviour in members from the MAPs’ and (potential)
offenders’ informal network. This study explored the obstacles that the informal network encounters
when seeking help, and explored the ways in which informal and formal supports are drawn. The
second presentation focuses on how Stop it Now! Flanders (Belgium) and the Netherlands, a child
sexual abuse prevention project, is trying to understand and predict help-seeking decisions and
behaviour in the informal network of (potential) Stop it Now! users. It will also discuss how the
preventive services that Stop it Now! is offering, may be improved in order to facilitate help-seeking
behaviour in the informal network. The third and final presentation focuses on specific interventions
that the aforementioned Stop it Now! projects have developed in order to facilitate help-seeking
behaviour in the informal network of (potential) Stop it Now! users. In addition, two case studies will
be presented to illustrate how practitioners might help the infomal network of MAPs and (potential)
offenders.
This session is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Clinical & Research
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Exploring Help-Seeking Behaviour in the Informal Network of Minor-Attracted Persons and
(Potential) Offenders of Child Sexual Abuse: An Empirical Study
Kasia Uzieblo, PhD
Forensic Care Specialists (De Forensische Zorgspecialisten)
Recent studies illustrate the various psychological (e.g., fear of consequences and shame), social (e.g.,
experienced stigmatizing attitudes from the general public and professionals), and practical
obstacles (e.g., affordability and finding an experienced mental health care practitioner) that prevent
minor-attracted persons (MAPs) and (potential) offenders from seeking help (Levenson et al., 2017;
Piché, Mathesius, Lussier, & Schweighofer, 2018). The informal network of MAPs might play an
important role in the detection of worrisome sexual interests and behaviours towards minors, and
hence in the prevention of child sexual abuse. However, it can be assumed that these disclosures or
discoveries elicit distress and help-seeking behaviour in the network. To our knowledge help-seeking
behaviour in the informal network of MAPs’ and (potential) offenders has not received any attention
in the empirical literature yet.
The current presentation aims to address this gap (1) by examining the experiences with and
attitudes towards Stop it Now! in the informal network of (potential) Stop it Now! users, (2) by
exploring their help-seeking behaviours, and (3) by exploring their experiences with the support they
received. Thus far, 20 participants (M=45years, SD=16; 58% females) recruited from the Flemish and
Dutch general population, who were worried about someone’s sexual interests in and/or behaviour
toward minors, filled out an ad hoc developed online survey on help-seeking behaviour. Preliminary
results suggest that about half of the participants had knowledge of Stop it Now! and most of these
people exhibited a positive attitude towards the project. However, a majority (70%) had never
contacted Stop it Now! and 60% exhibited reluctance to contact the helpline in the future. Only a
minority (25%) had sought help because they have encountered or suspected worrisome sexual
interests or behaviours in another. They mainly sought formal support, and they regarded this
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support as being helpful. In order to facilitate help-seeking behaviour in the MAPs’ informal network,
more research into the underlying mechanisms of help-seeking behaviour and the obstacles
encountered by this network is highly needed.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to acknowledge
help-seeking behaviour in the informal network of minor-attracted persons and (potential)
offenders of child sexual abuse.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to be aware of
the complex help-seeking process in the informal network of minor-attracted persons and
(potential) offenders of child sexual abuse.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to reflect upon
the efforts from professionals needed to encourage help-seeking behaviour in the informal
network of minor-attracted persons and (potential) offenders of child sexual abuse.
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A Theoretical Framework for Understanding Help-Seeking Behaviour in the Informal Network of
(Potential) Stop It Now! Users
Minne De Boeck, MC
University Forensic Centre
The nonprofit organization Stop it Now! aims to prevent child sexual abuse by sensitizing society
about the importance of prevention initiatives, by informing the general public about the difference
between being attracted to minors and child sexual abuse, and by providing free and anonymous
support on the Stop it Now! helpline. The Stop it Now! helpline does not only provide help to everyone
who is concerned about their own sexual feelings, thoughts or behaviour towards minors; the
helpline is also available to those individuals who are concerned about the feelings or behaviour of
others.
It is often assumed that the decision to seek help is the result of reasoned and rational processes.
However, growing evidence suggests that a wide range of cognitive, emotional, and social processes
may underlie one’s spontaneaous willingness to seek help. In line with these findings, the dualprocess prototype/willingness model (PWM; Gerrard, Gibbons, Houlihan, Stock, & Pomery, 2008)
describes two information-processing pathways to health-risk behaviour: a reasoned pathway
largely determined by intention, and a social reaction pathway largely determined by the general
willingness to engage in certain behaviour. The model is found to be useful to identify important
targets for interventions with regard to a wide range of risky behaviours (Myklestad & Rise, 2007;
Walrave et al., 2005), as well as with regard to professional psychological help-seeking behaviour
(Hammer & Vogel, 2013). This decision-making model has not been applied to help-seeking
behaviour in the informal network of minor-attracted persons (MAPs) and (potential) offenders yet.
The aim of the current presentation is to address this gap by illustrating how applying the dualprocess prototype/willingness model might assist prevention projects like Stop it Now! in obtaining
insights into and predicting help-seeking decisions in the informal network, and how these insights
may improve the preventive services that Stop it Now! is offering.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to knowledge
on a dual-process model in predicting help-seeking decisions in the informal network of
minor-attracted persons and people at risk for child sexual abusive behavior.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should have insights in the
application of this decision model in help-seeking behavior for the informal network of
minor-attracted persons and people at risk for child sexual abusive behavior.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should have in-depth insights into the
implementation of this model on the informal network in the Stop it Now! program.
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Facilitating Help-Seeking Behaviour in the Informal Network of (Potential) Stop It Now! Users
Minne De Boeck, MC
University Forensic Centre
The third and final presentation will address interventions developed by Stop it Now! to facilitate the
help-seeking behaviour of the informal network of minor-attracted persons (MAPs) and (potential)
offenders (e.g., relatives and friends). Given the potential role of the informal network in the
prevention of child sexual abuse and given the distress they might experience themselves after
discovering the deviant sexual interest in or behaviour toward minors in someone they know, it is
surprising that this topic has received little attention in research and practice. The purpose of the
current presentation is to illustrate the efforts and initiatives Stop it Now! has taken to facilitate the
help-seeking behaviour in the informal network, and to adhere to their needs and questions.
First, the number and nature of the questions that the Flemish and Dutch Stop it Now! projects have
been receiving from the informal network will be presented. Second, the substantive and practical
challenges the program has faced with regard to these questions, will be discussed. And third, two
case studies will be depicted to exemplify the informal network’s motivations to seek help from Stop
it Now!, and to illustrate how the helpline has tried to address their questions and concerns. Specific
interventions aimed to help the informal network of MAPs and (potential) offenders of child sexual
abuse on the primary, secondary and tertiary prevention level will be discussed and suggestions for
optimizing such prevention programs will be made.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able have insights into
the help-seeking behaviour process.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able have increased
knowledge on help-seeking behaviour in the informal network of minor-attracted persons
and (potential) offenders of child sexual abuse.
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Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able have increased
awareness of the help-seeking process in the informal network.

Kasia Uzieblo is senior researcher at the Forensic Care Specialists (the Netherlands) and a visiting
professor at Ghent University and at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (Belgium). She is the founder and
coordinator of the forensic division of the Flemish Association of Clinical Psychologists. She is also
the past-president of the Dutch Chapter of of the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers
(NL-ATSA). Her main research interests are psychopathy, sexual and partner violence, and
psychological assessment in forensic populations. She has published several national and
international papers and has given numerous presentations on psychopathy, (sexual) violence, and
stalking.
Minne De Boeck has a master’s degree in Criminology and in Conflict & Development Studies. She
works at the University Forensic Centre (UFC) in Antwerp, Belgium. The UFC is Flanders’ reference
centre with regard to the guidance and treatment of patients with paraphilia and/or sex offenders.
The UFC also offers support to professionals from criminal justice and mental health settings. As a
criminologist within the UFC, Minne De Boeck is responsible for the coordination of the support
centre and is part of the intake team of the treatment centre. She also coordinates the risk
assessments and risk management conducted within the UFC. Furthermore, Minne De Boeck is the
project manager of Stop it Now! Flanders and is a board member of the Dutch chapter of the
Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers.
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FR-AM-03
Offense-Supportive Cognitions and Sexual Aggression in Community Males
Symposium Chair: Leigh Harkins, PhD
University of Ontario Institute of Technology
Offense-supportive cognitions are consistently identified as playing an important role in our
understanding of sexual aggression. Most commonly, these are examined in individuals who
have been convicted of sexual offenses. However, it is widely accepted that sexual violence is
severely under- reported (e.g., Abel, Becker, Cunningham-Rathner, & Rouleau, 1987), which
means that there are individuals in the community who have committed acts of sexual
aggression who have not been detected for those offenses. We also know that rates of sexual
violence reported on university campuses exceed convictions rates because many individuals
report their experiences to campus officials but not to the police (e.g., Fuller, O’Sullivan, & Belu,
2014). Furthermore, many individuals in these samples self-report committing sexually
aggressive acts. These findings highlight the importance in also examining relevant constructs,
such as offense-supportive cognitions, in student and wider community samples, alongside
convicted samples.
The presentations in this symposium examine a variety of offense supportive cognitions, such as
rape myth acceptance, rape implicit theories, and hostile attribution biases. The first paper
illustrates that the rape supportive cognitions endorsed by students do not differ significantly
from those reported by men convicted of sexual offenses, reiterating the potential value in
examining offense supportive cognitions in student and community samples. The second paper
examines rape myth acceptance in greater depth in a sample of students to determine the most
commonly endorsed rape myths and differences in rape myth acceptance between students who
self-report perpetration of sexual aggression and those who do not. The third paper introduces a
new measure for assessing implicit theories related to rape and provides evidence in support for
its validity in a community sample. The final paper examines (and provides support for, in
several samples), the importance of considering additional offense supportive cognitions (i.e.,
hostile attribution bias and the possible interaction with empathy) in understanding sexual
aggression, using both self-reported of sexual aggression and a behavioural proxy outcome
measures. Combined, these papers will provide a greater depth of understanding about the role
of offense supportive cognition in sexual aggression. The relevance of these findings to
prevention, assessment, and treatment will be considered.
This session is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Research
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Comparing the Distorted Attitudes of Male University Students and Men Convicted of Sexual
Offense
Laleh Dadgardoust, BSc, PhD Candidate
Leigh Harkins, PhD
University of Ontario Institute of Technology
Sexual violence, including acts of nonconsensual sexual contact, is a pressing worldwide social
problem that is particularly prevalent on university campuses (Fisher & Sloan, 2013). In light of
the high rates and enduring adverse effects of sexual violence on victims, it is crucial for
researchers to establish factors associated with sexually violent behavior to design prevention
strategies, identify students who might benefit from intervention, and to ensure the appropriate
treatment targets are addressed. Scholars focusing on risk assessment, treatment, and
prevention of sexual violence emphasize the role that distorted attitudes can play in sexual
violence. Distorted attitudes are a set of beliefs that serve to minimize or justify problematic
behavior. Distorted sexual attitudes are beliefs that tend to support or minimize sexually violent
behavior. Antisocial attitudes refer to positive attitudes towards deviant behavior and negative
attitudes towards authority. Distorted sexual attitudes and antisocial attitudes are both
considered to be important risk factors for sexual offending.
Given the high prevalence rate of sexual violence among university students, it is crucial to
understand the sexual and antisocial distorted attitudes of this population. In particular, it is
unclear to what extent these attitudes in the student population compare to those convicted of
sexual offenses. The current study examined the differences between male university students
and individuals convicted sexual offenses on distorted sexual attitudes and antisocial attitudes.
The second objective of the study was to examine whether students who reported higher rates
of distorted sexual and antisocial attitudes reported using more coercive tactics to engage in
sexual behavior than students reporting lower levels of distorted attitudes.
A sample of 304 male university students from OntarioTech University were compared to a
sample of 301 individuals convicted of committing sexual offences using t-tests. There were no
significant differences found between the distorted sexual attitudes among male university
students and men convicted of sexual offenses. Also, an independent samples t-test was
conducted to compare the distorted sexual attitudes among students who had never used
coercive or aggressive tactics and those who have used coercive or aggressive tactics to engage
in sexual behavior. It was revealed that students who reported distorted sexual attitudes
reported using significantly more coercive tactics to engage in sexual behavior.
These findings highlight the need for universities to implement education programs
challenging distorted attitudes and promoting healthy sexuality. Limitations of the study will be
discussed, along with the suggestions for future research.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to develop an
understanding of the extent of university students’ distorted sexual attitudes.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to consider
how students distorted attitudes compare to those of individuals convicted of a sexual
offence.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify and
highlight the need for a sexual violence prevention program that targets distorted
attitudes among university students.
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Rape Myth Acceptance among University Students
Alisia M. Palermo, B.Sc., M.Sc.
University of Ontario Institute of Technology
Sexual violence is a prevalent problem across North American universities (Abbey & McAuslan,
2004; Basile & Saltzman, 2009; DeKeseredy, 2017, p. 65), suggesting the likelihood of
problematic attitudes and behaviours surrounding sexual violence among post-secondary
students. The current study aimed to develop a better understanding of rape myth acceptance
among university students, particularly individuals who report a proclivity to engage in sexual
violence and individuals who report having engaged in sexual violence. A sample of 216
undergraduate students from a university in southern Ontario was recruited and completed
measures for sexual experiences, rape myth acceptance, as well as a demographics
questionnaire. Descriptive analyses were used to identify the most commonly endorsed rape
myths amongst students and t-tests were used to identify difference in rape myth acceptance
between those who self-reported perpetrating sexual aggression and non-perpetrators as well as
individuals who reported a proclivity to engage in sexual violence and those who did not. The
results indicated that rape myth acceptance was relatively low amongst students, yet students
did accept certain rape myth themes (e.g., “He didn’t mean to”) more often than other themes.
There were statistically significant differences between those who reported perpetration and
those who did not as well as individuals reported a proclivity and those who did not.
Perpetrators and individuals who reported a proclivity for sexual violence had lower rape myth
rejection scores (i.e., higher rape myth acceptance) than their counterparts. These results that
problematic attitudes toward sexual violence exist among university students and that these
attitudes may indicate a potential risk factor for sexual violence among this population. The
findings can be useful to develop more effective university sanctions for sexual violence
perpetrators. Finally, the limitations of the study and suggestions for future research will be
discussed.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to identify the rates
of rape myth acceptance among university students.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to identify the most
commonly held rape myths among university students.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to compare the
level of rape myth acceptance and types of rape myths held by perpetrators of sexual
violence and individuals who indicate a proclivity to their counterparts (i.e., nonperpetrating, no proclivity).
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The Rape Implicit Theory Questionnaire
Ross Bartels, PhD
University of Lincoln
Previous research has identified five rape-related implicit theories: (1) Women are sex objects,
(2) Entitlement, (3) Women are dangerous, (4) Male sex drive is uncontrollable, and (5)
Dangerous world. This present study aimed to develop a measure of these five implicit
theories. First, two experts rated items from existing measures of rape myths and attitudes
towards women in terms of their fit with rape-related implicit theories. The items that were
agreed to tap these implicit theories were retained and combined with new items designed to
assess the implicit theories that were underrepresented in existing measures. This resulted in
the 30-item Rape Implicit Theory Questionnaire (RITQ).
Next, an online sample of 118 community males were recruited to examine the
psychometric properties of the RITQ, as well as its relationship with rape myth acceptance, rape
evaluations, and implicit theory-consistent interpretations. The relationship between the RITQ
and rape proclivity and self-reported sexual coercion was also investigated. The results showed
that the RITQ has good internal reliability and convergence with other rape-related cognitions.
Moreover, rape myth acceptance and rape evaluations were found to be important mediators of
the link between the RITQ and (1) implicit theory-consistent interpretations; (2) rape
proclivity; and (3) self-reported sexual coercion. Implications of the findings for theory and
practice are discussed, as well as suggestions for future research.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
why and how the Rape Implicit Theory Questionnaire (RITQ) was developed.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
how the RITQ is associated with other related cognitions and experiences in community
males.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
how the RITQ relates to rape proclivity and sexual coercion in community males.
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Do Hostile Attributions and Empathy Interact in the Pathway to Sexual Aggression?
Caoilte Ó Ciardha, PhD
University of Kent
Males who engage in sexually aggressive behavior towards women appear to be
characterized by hostile interpretations of the world (e.g., Polaschek & Ward, 2004). Over four
studies, we examine this possible link between general hostile attribution bias (HAB) and sexual
aggression using both self- reported sexually coercive behaviors and a behavioral proxy for
sexually aggression. Furthermore, we examine whether empathy can buffer individuals from the
possible effect of HAB. While there appears to be mixed evidence of empathy as a criminogenic
factor in sexual offending, there has been little examination of its potential as a moderating factor
influencing other criminogenic factors. In a cross sectional study (n = 410; opportunity and
crowdsourced sample), we first demonstrated that individuals’ HAB is positively associated with
greater self-reported sexually aggressive or coercive behavior. We further found that the two
affective empathy measures were negatively associated with self-reported sexually
aggressive/coercive behavior, meaning that those lower in trait affective empathy were more
likely to report sexually aggressive/coercive behavior. One measure of affective empathy
(affective dissonance) potentially moderated the relationship between hostile attribution and
sexual coercion, offering preliminary evidence that HAB and empathy may interact.
In a second study (n = 102; crowdsourced sample) we again demonstrated that HAB was
positively related to sexually coercive behavior, this time using a behavioral outcome measure of
whether participants would disregard consent cues. In our paradigm (based on Hall &
Hirschman, 1994), males had the opportunity to expose a female confederate to media featuring
sexual content, despite knowing that such material made the confederate uncomfortable. Using
the same behavioral measure, a third study (n = 103; opportunity and crowdsourced sample)
examined whether manipulating state empathy would buffer participants from the effect of HAB
on disregarding consent cues. Manipulating state empathy had a moderating effect but in an
unexpected direction, where there was a stronger relationship between HAB and disregarding
consent cues in the high empathy condition. Post-hoc analyses suggested, however, that our
empathy manipulation had led to greater imposition of other unwanted content on the
confederate (her distaste for sexual content had been embedded in a longer clip about her movie
tastes, in which she also expressed a firm dislike of sci-fi). In the low empathy
condition, there was a robust relationship between hostile attribution and duration of sci-fi clip
imposed. It therefore appeared that individuals with high hostile attribution in a state of low
empathy chose the most easily available method through which to displace aggression towards a
female, namely imposing the sci-fi content on her. We interpret our finding as displaced
aggression because our specific empathy manipulation (adapted from Loggia, Mogil, & Bushnell,
2008) involved a different female confederate describing her own anti-social behavior (low
empathy) or a tragic accident (high empathy).
Our final study further examines this finding (data collection ongoing). Specifically, we
use alternative clips for all movie types and replace the sci-fi clip with a genre that the
confederate had not mentioned. This allows us to examine whether displaced aggression
towards the confederate, following an interaction of HAB and state empathy, will translate to the
sexual domain when a more obvious/prosocial option is unavailable. In our discussion, we
examine alternative interpretations of our findings, including the possibility that our
manipulation may have primed hostility towards women rather than just moderating empathy.
We discuss implications and suggestions for future research.
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Learning Goals
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to
understand what hostile attribution is and how it may relate to sexual aggression.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to
understand why using experimental designs and behavioral outcome measures allow
firmer causal inferences than cross-sectional designs.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to
understand what our data tell us about a possible interaction between hostile attribution
bias and empathy in causing or protecting people from sexually aggressive behavior.
Leigh Harkins is an Associate Professor at the University of Ontario Institute of Technology in
Canada. Her current research interests focus on understanding sexual aggression and aggression
in groups including factors influencing perceptions of the acceptability of sexually coercive
behavior and multiple perpetrator sexual offending. Dr. Harkins’ work has focused on
understanding and improving assessment and treatment of sexual offenders. This combined
work has highlighted the importance of accurate and evidence-based approaches to assessment
and treatment. She also has practice experience working in treatment groups for sexual
offenders, and completing psychological assessments in prisons and community criminal justice
settings in Canada and the UK. Leigh has published numerous manuscripts in peer-reviewed
journals and book chapters, and has co-edited a book in the area of forensic psychology and has
presented her research at international conferences.
Laleh Dadgardoust is PhD Candidate in the Department of Forensic Psychology at the University
of Ontario Institute for Technology. The main focus of her research is improving understanding of
the rape proclivity measure and examining its predictive validity. Her other research interests
include risk assessment and treatment management of individuals convicted of sexual offences.
She has participated in several research projects related to her field of interest and presented her
research findings in local and international psychology conferences.
Alisia Palermo recently completed her Master of Science degree in Forensic Psychology at the
University of Ontario Institute of Technology (Ontario Tech University). Under the supervision of
Dr. Leigh Harkins and funded by a multidisciplinary SSHRC collaboration led by McGill
University, her Master’s research explored university students’ perspectives on and experiences
with sexual violence, and the effectiveness of current university responses to address sexual
violence on campus. These findings broadened our knowledge of campus sexual violence and
suggested methods to improve university responses to sexual violence. In 2019, Alisia was the
recipient of the University of Ontario Institute of Technology’s Outstanding Graduate Student in
Forensic Psychology, achieving the highest GPA in her program. Outside of academia, she has
been involved in the Canadian psychological community as the Communications Officer of the
Student Section of the Canadian Psychological Association.
Ross Bartels is a Senior Lecturer in Forensic Psychology and lead of the ‘Forensic and Clinical
Psychology Research Group’ at the University of Lincoln (UK). Drawing upon paradigms and
methods used in socio- cognitive psychology, Ross’ research primarily focuses on understanding
sexual fantasies, sexual interests, and cognitions related to sexual offending behaviour. He has
also contributed to theoretical literature on sexual fantasies and offence-related cognitions. He
has published numerous papers in peer-reviewed journals and book chapters, and has co-edited
two books in the area of sexual deviance.
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Caoilte Ó Ciardha, PhD, is a Senior Lecturer in Forensic Psychology at the University of Kent,
UK. His research focuses on the role and function of psychological factors in the etiology of
offending behaviors. Caoilte is particularly interested in models of offending that employ a social
cognition framework. He works predominantly on the etiology of sexual aggression—broadly
defined—and on the etiology of deliberate adult firesetting. Caoilte has published over 35
journal articles and book sections and holds associate editor positions at Sexual Abuse and
Psychology, Crime and Law.
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FR-AM-04
Towards a Public-Health Approach to Tackling Online Child Sexual Abuse and
Exploitation (CSAE)
Symposium Chair: Natalie Mann, PhD
PIER (Policing Institute for the Eastern Region), ARU
Together, the NCA and UK policing currently arrest more than 850 online child sex offenders
and are safeguarding around 1000 children every month. The available evidence shows that the
scale of online sexual offending recorded by the police is increasing year on year and it is
predicted that Covid-19 and the global lockdowns will only add to such an increase. With ever
rising numbers of online offenders in the system and growing backlogs, the need for effective
management and rehabilitative interventions are vital. The current online offender discourse
is founded on the premise that increased restriction, surveillance and monitoring of offenders is
the only way to protect the public; a view which is reflected in the commonly held belief that all
those alleged to have committed an online child sexual offence are sentenced to a term of
imprisonment. This is, however, not the case. A disproportionate number of referrals to law
enforcement do not result in a decision to prosecute and when online offenders are charged and
put before a court 80% of IIOC (indecent images of children) offenders receive a conditional
discharge, suspended sentence or a community sentence order. Imprisonment is certainly not
the reality and this has resulted in a situation where, every year, thousands of online offenders
receive no treatment, no intervention and thus have no reason to confront their harmful sexual
behaviour. Against such a backdrop, charities and third sector agencies offering therapy,
counselling, and support to such offenders, have recently seen dramatic rises in the number of
referrals. With limited funding and reach, these groups are only able to offer support to those
who seek help and are able to fund their own therapy, leaving thousands of individuals without
intervention.
This symposium will examine this issue in greater detail and will posit the need for a publichealth based approach to the sentencing and management of sexual offenders, an innovative
approach which has recently been promoted by Chief Constable Simon Bailey, National Police
Chief Council Lead for Child Protection. Taking the unprecedented step of acknowledging that
current approaches to sex offender sentencing and rehabilitation are doing little to prevent
offending, Chief Constable Bailey has begun an exploration of alternative approaches via,
collaborative work with third sector agencies that support and council CSAE perpetrators, and
via the use of ‘conditional cautions’ for low risk, low harm IIOC (indecent images of children)
offenders, to divert individuals away from an overstretched criminal justice system and into
therapy. Despite offering a more proactive and systemic approach to sex offender management
and desistance, these approaches directly challenge the punitive perspective of the general
public and are thus seen as controversial by many. If such strengths-based approaches are to be
accepted as real alternatives, attitudes towards sex offenders and the risk they pose need to
reflect the reality of sexual offender desistance, rather than the media induced panic.
This session is rated: Adult | General | Research
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Challenging the Online Sex Offender Discourse: The Current Policing Context
Chief Constable Simon Bailey, MSc
Norfolk Constabulary
Child sexual abuse and exploitation (CSAE) currently represents one of the greatest challenges
to policing in England and Wales, outside of terrorism, with latest figures from the National
Crime Agency (NCA) estimating that there is a minimum of 300,000 individuals in the UK posing
a sexual threat to children, either through physical ‘contact’ or online abuse. Chief Constable
Bailey will discuss the explosion of online abuse which is now a ‘volume crime’ and the
insufficiencies of the current criminal justice response, concluding with an oversight of the
multiple opportunities where therapy can be implemented in favour of traditional non-custodial
sentences which do not provide opportunities for change and desistance.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to understand the
prevalence of online CSAE and the reasons for its rapid increase.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to understand why
current Criminal Justice Responses are insufficient and ineffective.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to identify the
possibilities of a public-health approach and how this can be implemented in policing
CSAE.

Preventing the First Offence: Encouraging Help Seeking Behaviours of Individuals With
Concerning Sexual Thoughts and/or Behaviours About Children, via a Primary Prevention
Campaign
Natalie Mann, PhD
Samantha Lundrigan, PhD
PIER (Policing Institute for the Eastern Region), ARU
Current criminal justice response to CSAE are reactive in nature in that they attempt to
address the problem once a crime has been committed and a victim has been created.
Proponents of a public health approach advocate the importance of proactivity, preventing
the commission of an offence in the first place and thus the creation of a victim. This paper
will explore the preliminary results of a pilot study conducted with one police force in
England. The aim of this project was to examine whether a targeted social media campaign,
advertising funded therapy sessions, would encourage individuals with concerning sexual
thoughts and/or behaviours about children, to seek help and if that help effects the individual’s
propensity to offend in the future.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to understand the
prevalence of those experiencing concerning sexual thoughts and/or behaviours.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to understand the
current demand for therapy from those experiencing concerning sexual thoughts and/or
behaviours (both offenders and non offenders).
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Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to understand the
benefits and limitations of therapeutic interventions, supported by policing.

Natalie joined Anglia Ruskin University in January 2011, and worked as a Senior Lecturer in
Criminology. She has conducted extensive research on child sexual offenders and their
management in both the community and in prison. In November 2017, Natalie joined PIER (The
Policing Institute for the Eastern Region) as Principal Investigator on the National ARMS
Evaluation. This two-year research project evaluated the Active Risk Management System
(ARMS), a risk management tool used with registered sexual offenders in England and Wales, by
Police and the National Probation Service. Natalie is now a Senior Research Fellow at PIER and
is currently leading a national review of the Multi-agency Public Protection Arrangements
(MAPPA) in England and Wales.
Simon has been a police officer for 29 years, serving predominantly as a detective in King’s
Lynn and Norwich. In 1998 he was seconded to the National Crime Squad and as Detective
Inspector he was responsible for managing covert operations targeting serious and organised
crime gangs. In December 2005 Mr Bailey was promoted to the rank of Detective Chief
Superintendent and as Head of Crime and in 2007 he was appointed to lead the Force
Modernisation Programme. In September 2010 Mr Bailey was promoted to Deputy Chief
Constable with responsibility for Legal Services, Human Resources, Force Performance and the
Norfolk Policing Model Review. In 2013 he was appointed Chief Constable by the Police and
Crime Panel and in January 2014 he became the NPCC lead for Child Protection and
Investigation. Mr Bailey has a Cambridge University Master’s Degree in Criminology and Police
Management. In January 2016, he was awarded the Queen’s Police Medal for Distinguished
Service
Sam joined Anglia Ruskin in 2009 from the Institute of Criminology at Cambridge University.
Until 2005, she lectured at the Institute of Criminology at Victoria University of Wellington in
New Zealand. There she worked with NZ Police on the introduction of evidence-based
approaches to policing and training. In her research, Sam is interested in the interface between
psychology and crime, and how psychology may be applied to the understanding and
investigation of stranger sexual crime. She has conducted a range of research projects including
the geography of rape, male sexual victimisation, interpersonal models of stranger rape, and
jury decision-making in stranger rape cases. She has provided offender and geographic profiles
on a number of serious crime investigations. Sam is currently Director of the Policing Institute
for the Eastern Region (PIER).
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FR-AM-05

UK Approaches to Preventing Sexual Abuse
Nicholas Blagden, PhD
Nottingham Trent University’s Sexual Offences, Crime and Misconduct Research Unit (SOCAMRU)
Evidence for treatment with men with sexual convictions has been contested, with research rarely
finding an effect for prison (Mews, Di Bella & Purver, 2017; Schmucker & Losel, 2015). This had led
some to argue for greater support as individuals with sexual convictions transition into the
community in order to bolster treatment gains (Willis & Grace, 2009). The Safer Living Foundation
(SLF), based in the UK, is a charitable organisation aiming to meet this need by delivering projects
designed to reduce sexual (re)offending through preventative and rehabilitative initiatives. As a
joint venture between senior staff at HMP Whatton (one of the largest prisons for individuals with
sexual convictions in Europe) and academics from Nottingham Trent University, it oversees a cycle
of applied forensic research being translated into evidence-based best practice. Therefore, the
current symposium will present research and evaluation concerned with SLF projects including (a)
the primary prevention of sexual abuse, (b) supporting young people with harmful sexual
behaviour (HSB), and (c) the reintegration of people with sexual convictions into the community.
The presentations demonstrate the need for services for such individuals, the impact the services
are having for service-users and aim to facilitate discussion with attendees on best practice for
working with such groups.
This session is rated: Adult & Youth | Intermediate | Research

Preventing Sexual Abuse: Journeys Through a UK Primary Prevention Service
Nicholas Blagden, PhD
Jordan Clayton, MSc
Nottingham Trent University’s Sexual Offences, Crime and Misconduct Research Unit (SOCAMRU)
Child sexual abuse (CSA) is an increasingly prevalent public health problem, with one in twenty
children in the UK having been sexually abused (Radford et al., 2011). Prevention is a key focus
when confronting a public health problem, and the available empirical evidence (e.g., Prevention
Project Dunkelfeld; Beier et al., 2015) highlights the utility of introducing primary prevention
interventions for those at risk of committing first-time sexual abuse.
As such, the SLF began delivery of The Aurora Project (TAP) in 2018. TAP is the first service of its
kind in the UK, and broadly aims to prevent potential victims of sexual abuse via providing a free
treatment service for individuals experiencing distressing sexual thoughts and/or are concerned
that they may commit a sexual offence, with an aim of managing such sexual thoughts to prevent
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potential abuse from occurring. TAP is a compassion-focused intervention working to help people
manage unhealthy sexual thoughts and feelings.
The presentation will discuss the service and its delivery, research and evaluation and highlight our
service-users journey through treatment. The quantitative study evaluates treatment outcome by
assessing change on multiple psychometric measures pre-, mid- and post-treatment. Primary
outcomes include depression, anxiety, stress, shame, psychological flexibility, and compassion.
Secondary outcomes include mental wellbeing, locus of control, and hope for the future. Both group
and individual change statistics will be presented to discuss the effectiveness of TAP. The
qualitative element includes the first narrative psychological analysis of life stories with the subject
population, with a broad aim to deeply understand the individuals entering the service, including
the development and management of an atypical sexual interest, treatment goals and hope for the
future. Findings include two common narrative themes that formed an integral part of the journey
of living with an atypical sexual interest – (1) the unwanted self, and (2) moral trajectory:
redemption narratives.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to understand best
practice in preventative treatment, research and evaluation.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to assess the process
and impact of the first 18 months of the prevention service.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to evaluate the
application of narrative psychology to those engaging in a prevention service.

Young People With Harmful Sexual Behaviour: Evaluating Projects Aimed at Reducing Sexual Risk
in Children and Adolescents
Eve Penford, MSc
Nicholas Blagden, PhD
Nottingham Trent University’s Sexual Offences, Crime and Misconduct Research Unit (SOCAMRU)
Harmful sexual behaviour (HSB) displayed by young people is a growing issue with a large
proportion of child sexual abuse being perpetrated by other children or adolescents (Hackett &
Smith, 2018). The SLF provides two interventions for young people. The first is an adaptation of the
Circles of Support and Accountability model (CoSA) that has proven effective in reducing risk
factors of sexual recidivism in adults (McCartan et al., 2014). The project utilises peer support and
paired mentoring to help service-users aged 10-18 who have displayed HSB reintegrate into the
community and build a positive, pro-social future. The second project is therapeutically-informed, it
harnesses acceptance and commitment therapy techniques to support young people with HSB
(Hayes & Ciarrochi, 2015).
There is limited research into effective interventions for young people who have sexually offended
or exhibited HSB. The current research aims to fill that gap through a mixed-methods process and
outcome evaluation of the SLF’s young people projects. This presentation will discuss psychometric
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changes in the young people so far on quantitative measures associated with dynamic risk factors
of recidivism e.g social isolation and protective factors e.g. (Gobbles, Ward & Willis, 2012).
Emerging themes from semi-structured interviews conducted with individuals involved with the
projects will be unpacked. Conclusions will be drawn on the effectiveness of the adapted CoSA
model and use of third-wave CBT coaching to build on young people’s strengths as part of the
desistance process (de Vries Robbe et al., 2015; Hocken, 2018).
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to examine the
impact that community-based models of rehabilitation have on young people with HSB.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to understand
how applied process and outcome evaluations can inform best practice in working with
young people with HSB.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to assess the
progress of the Safer Living Foundation’s young people projects.

Working With Service Users to Deliver a Community Centre for People With Sexual Offence
Convictions
Belinda Winder, PhD
Mik Underwood
Centre for Crime, Offending, Prevention & Engagement (COPE)
The Corbett Centre (CC) is a new centre for rehabilitation in the UK which aims to support people
with sexual convictions safely reintegrate into the community. Whilst in custody, prisoners with a
history of sexual offending are exposed to a range of support services and it is essential this is
reflected in the community. Therefore, the CC aims to reduce sexual recidivism by offering
specialist support designed to help and encourage this population to lead purposeful and pro-social
lives after being released from custody. Examples of support include: cooking classes; religious and
spiritual services; pet therapy; employment and accommodation advice; and peer-led mentoring.
This presentation will outline the conceptualisation and development of the CC, the role of service
user perspectives on the support provided at the centre and the challenges faced by the SLF.
Emerging results from the evaluation of the centre will be presented including psychometric
changes in service-users and qualitative data on the impact of the centre on rehabilitation. The talk
concludes with a discussion of the barriers and challenges faced by individuals with sexual
convictions in the community and the most effective ways to help them reintegrate.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to understand the
post-release needs of serving prisoners with sexual convictions.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to explore the
challenges of setting up a centre for people with sexual convictions in the community.
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Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to examine the
perspectives of service users and recognise the role that their narratives play in the
development of community services.

Dr Nicholas Blagden is the Head of the Sexual Offences, Crime and Misconduct Research Unit
(SOCAMRU), Associate Professor in Forensic Psychology at Nottingham Trent University, and
trustee of the Safer Living Foundation Charity. He is a Chartered Psychologist and has worked and
researched within the criminal justice system and HM Prison Service for over ten years. He has
taught undergraduate and postgraduate courses in psychology, forensic psychology and
criminology. He has also trained police officers. His work has been funded by the HMPPS and he is
currently engaged in numerous collaborative forensic projects with NTU, HMPPS, Institute for
Mental Health, Ontario, Canada and Correctional Services Australia. He has published widely in
international journals and disseminated research at international conferences.
Jordan Clayton is a PhD Researcher based at Nottingham Trent University’s Sexual Offences, Crime
and Misconduct Research Unit (SOCAMRU), and is joint-funded by the Safer Living Foundation.
Jordan’s present research is focused on the prevention of initial sexual offending through the use of
third-wave cognitive-behavioural clinical interventions (e.g., compassion-focused therapy;
acceptance and commitment therapy) with those at risk of committing a first sexual offence. This
research will specifically involve an extensive mixed-methods evaluation of the UK’s first
community-based primary prevention centre (The Aurora Project).
Belinda Winder is a Professor in Forensic Psychology. She is Research Director of the Centre for
Crime, Offending, Prevention & Engagement (COPE) in the School of Social Sciences at Nottingham
Trent University, and part of the Sexual Offences, Crime and Misconduct Research Unit (SOCAMRU)
in the Department of Psychology at Nottingham Trent University. Belinda is a co-founder, trustee,
Vice Chair and Head of Research and Evaluation for the Safer Living Foundation. The main focus of
her work is applied research in the area of sexual offending and sexual crime, but she also has a
deep interest in working with people with lived experience, desistance research and research that
contributes to facilitating those with convictions to lead a purposeful life post-conviction. She leads
the national evaluation for the of medication to manage problematic sexual arousal and also the
evaluation of the Big Lottery funded Circles of Support and Accountability.
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FR-AM-06
Navigating Systems to Prioritize & Facilitate Best Practices
Amy Griffith, PhD, LP
Missouri Sexual Offender Program, Corizon Health
Katherine "Katie" Gotch, MA, LPC, ATSA-F
Integrated Clinical & Correctional Services, LLC
There have been numerous advances within the contexts of treatment, management, and public
policy as applied to individuals convicted of sexual crimes, as well as an emphasis on ensuring best
practices are maintained within our work. Despite recognition of the importance of best practices
for maximizing individual change and enhancing community safety, the systems we work within
are not always open to, or interested in, facilitating change or program improvement, often
creating unnecessary barriers that may not allow us to prioritize best practices within our
organizations. This session will identify common barriers experienced when attempting to
implement best practices within existing, and perhaps outdated, systems; introduce the concept of
systemic responsivity; and provide practical solutions for implementing change.
Goal: Participants will learn how to recognize and navigate system-related issues which interfere
with the implementation of best practices within sexual abuse specific treatment, management,
and public policy, as well as practical strategies for navigating these issues effectively.
This session is rated: Adult & Youth | General | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to list the three
most common system barriers for implementation of best practices. Participants will be
able to describe systemic responsivity.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe
systemic responsivity.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify at
least two strategies for navigating and responding to these system issues in their own work
environments.
Amy Griffith, PhD, LP is a licensed psychologist who has worked in the field of sexual abuse and
violence prevention for 15 years in various capacities, including community, sexual offender civil
commitment, and correctional settings. She initially worked with victims of trauma, then children
and adolescents with problematic sexual behavior, and predominantly adult men and women who
have committed sexual offenses. Currently, she serves as Clinical Director of the Missouri Sexual
Offender Program in the Missouri Department of Corrections, employed by Corizon Health, where
she oversees the assessment, treatment, and program development for persons incarcerated for
sexual offenses. She also performs evaluations and expert witness testimony for individuals being
evaluated for Sexually Violent Predator civil commitment. She is a Research and Clinical Member
of ATSA, as well as a member of the Public Policy Committee. She is also the President of the
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Missouri Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers (MoATSA), in the process of reviving and
expanding the state chapter.
Katherine “Katie” Gotch MA, LPC, ATSAF earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Boston
University and a master’s degree in forensic psychology from the University of Denver. She has
worked in the field of sexual abuse prevention since 2000 as a clinician, evaluator, trainer,
educator, and in legislative/policy development. She currently maintains a private practice,
Integrated Clinical & Correctional Services, which provides specialized clinical and consultation
services related to adults with sexual behavior problems and other forms of abusive/violent
behavior. She is a Clinical Member & Public Policy Executive Board Member – ATSA and Advisory
Board Member – NPEIV. She frequently provides training to correctional agencies, treatment
providers, policy makers, and other community partners on sexual offense specific management
and treatment, static and dynamic risk, incorporation of the risk/need/responsivity principles
into practice, public policy, public engagement, and related topics. She is a certified Static99R/STABLE & ACUTE-2007 trainer.
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FR-AM-07
“What Did I Miss?” When a Client Reoffends:
The Impact, the Supervision, and How to Turn Failure Into Learning and Prevention
David S. Prescott, LICSW
Safer Society Press
Laurie Rose Kepros, JD
Colorado Office of the State Public Defender
Shoshanna Must, PhD
Empire State Forensics
Tyffani Monford Dent, PsyD
Monford Dent Consulting & Psychological Services, LLC
Despite the many scientifically established reasons for optimism (for example, generally low
recidivism rates), individuals who have committed sexual harm sometimes do reoffend, including
while in treatment or on supervision. Moreover, sexual reoffending happens even when the client is
under supervision, in treatment, or has been successfully discharged. The experience is never easy
and leaves officers, attorneys, and mental health clinicians wondering what went wrong. While
much is known about the effects of re-offending on those who are victimized, much less is known
about the professionals involved.
The presenters anticipate very considerable discussion with those who have experienced clients reoffending. After all, client re-offense leads to considerable self-doubt and self-examination (Did I fail
this person? Did I fail others in my community? What else should I have done? Is there something I
should do now? What would I say to the person victimized? Are my other clients going to do the
same? Are they lying to me now? Will other People of Color be judged more harshly because of the
actions of my client, who is also a Person of Color? What about other therapists who are also People
of Color, will their judgment come into question? Should I use the polygraph more? How can I cope
with the weariness that all these questions produce?).
Outline
Drawing on case examples, this interactive workshop examines re-offending from four
perspectives: The clinician (Shoshanna Must), the client’s legal representatives (Laurie Rose
Kepros), the administrators and programs involved (David Prescott) and considerations for when
the therapist or client is a Person of Color –specifically those who come from traditionally
marginalized and disproportionately incarcerated communities (Tyffani Dent). It addresses the
effects of re-offense on these professionals and explores ways that professionals can cope.
The presenters will explore the emotions, thoughts, and attitudes of professionals that can follow a
client’s re-offense. These can all have implications for future work performance, approach, and
burnout. The workshop includes self-assessment of these reactions and how the lessons learned
can shape future relationships with persons who are at risk of reoffending.
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Borrowing from other medical disciplines, the workshop then presents ideas for systematic reviews
to address treatment “failure”, in order to clarify approaches for more effective prevention of reoffense. Finally, the workshop focuses on the construct of hope: What it is, what it involves, ideas
about how to keep it alive, and ideas for engaging in “radical hope”.
This session is rated: Adult & Youth | Intermediate | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to explain the
effects of client re-offending on treatment professionals and agencies.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe
cultural aspects as they relate to clients and therapists of color.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to analyze the
experiences of re-offending from a legal perspective.
A mental health practitioner of 36 years, David Prescott is the Editor of Safer Society Press. He is
the author and editor of 20 books in the areas of understanding and improving services to at-risk
clients. He is best known for his work in the areas of understanding, assessing, and treating sexual
violence and trauma. Mr. Prescott is the recipient of the 2014 Distinguished Contribution award
from the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers and the 2018 recipient of the National
Adolescent Perpetration Network’s C. Henry Kempe Lifetime Achievement award. Mr. Prescott
currently trains and lectures around the world.
Laurie Rose Kepros is the Director of Sexual Litigation for the Colorado Office of the State Public
Defender where she trains and advises over 1,000 lawyers and other staff statewide in their
representation of indigent adults and juveniles accused or convicted of sexual crimes. In over 20
years as a public defender, she has tried and consulted on more than five thousand sexual offense
cases. She has served on dozens of subcommittees of the Colorado Sex Offender Management
Board and Colorado Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice, and, per the appointment of
Secretary of Defense Ash Carter, on the Subcommittee of the Judicial Proceedings Panel which
advised the United States Congress on law and policy related to sexual assault in the military. Ms.
Kepros was the 2017 recipient of the Olom Award, the highest honor bestowed upon a defense
attorney by the Colorado Criminal Defense Bar.
Shoshanna Must is a forensic psychologist who practices in the New York City area, specializing in
the evaluation and treatment of persons with sexual behavioral problems. Dr. Must serves as
evaluation coordinator and clinician at Empire State Forensics, a private practice that has awarded
contracts from the Office of Mental Health, and Federal Probation. She serves on the board of NYS
ATSA. Her current research interests are in gender specific issues in the forensic psychology
field. She has a co-authored book chapter on pregnancy and forensic work in Women in Criminal
Justice: A Guidebook for Navigating Professional Challenges.
Dr. Tyffani Monford Dent is the Clinical Director of a residential treatment program as well as
being in private practice. Dr. Dent is the ATSA Elected At-Large Representative and is on the
advisory board for National Adolescent Perpetration Network. Dr. Dent has served as a consultant
and trainer under various federal and state grants in the areas of sexual violence in juvenile
correctional systems, and prevention/response to campus sexual assault as well as having provided
mental health trainings and served as a panelist and keynote speaker at conferences focused on
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culturally-informed mental health services, gender-responsive treatment, the school-to-prison
pipeline and black girls, educating black girls in white spaces, intersectionality and social justice
work throughout the United States.
Dr. Dent’s primary area of interests are sexual violence prevention and intervention on the
continuum, the role of intersectionality in the lives of black and brown girls/women, and culturallyinformed work with those within the juvenile justice system.
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FR-AM-08
Digital Safety “101” for Practitioners
Jo Langford, MA
Beheroes.net
Don't know if MySpace is still an actual thing or not? Still not on Facebook? Don't know what a
SnapChat is? Never heard of "Penis Roulette"?
Do NOT Google that! Instead, come and join me for an important talk about our clients’ social and
sexual behavior in a digital age, and managing technology and safety in the community.
This workshop will be tailored toward practitioners with a low-moderate degree of Internet
“savvy,” who are interested in expanding their knowledge base around effectively managing and
helping clients navigate their online lives effectively, appropriately, pro-socially and legally.
Our clients WILL be online in some way. As counselors, we need to develop a relationship with that
phenomenon and help our clients do the same—balancing their social, sexual and digital lives with
boundaries, etiquette and good judgment.
Our average adolescent client spends a daily average of 7.5 hours on some form of tech. This talk
will help you help your clients (and their families) effectively manage this.
Technology is a legitimate, emerging and complex landscape of sexual expression. Social interaction
through screens is as commonplace and legitimate as real-world interactions, and practitioners
should be comfortable discussing these exciting (and sometimes frustrating) interactions with our
clients. Though there are benefits to technology, there are challenges as drawbacks as well. As
professionals, it is imperative that we are confident in this arena in order to help our clients express
themselves safely and ethically, while affirming this expression and staying a dependable resource
for a new age of sex and social media.
This session is rated: Youth | Preliminary | Clinical
Outline
This workshop will involve a combination of lecture and powerpoint.
I will;
 Describe the processes and prevalence of the dozen most popular social networking apps that
clients between 12 and 25 are using.
 Separate those apps into three categories (Good, Bad and Ugly) with operational definitions
and examples to explain the distinctions.
 Provide stats and tips for best practices in helping younger clients (and their families)
navigate issues of pornography, sexting and cyberbullying, three phenomenon that t/weens
must navigate on an almost-daily basis.
 Provide a framework and guidelines for clinicians to help families contract for Internet safety.
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(Each participant will also receive a copy of my template Contract for Responsible
Smartphone Use to share with their clients and families.
Engage the audience in participation through polling and (mostly raise-of-hand) questions.

Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to increase
cultural knowledge and practical confidence around technology and social networkingparticularly in the context of sexuality in order to help engage and build rapport with
younger or more tech-savvy clients.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to develop a
deeper understanding of the intersection of adolescence, sexuality and technology –
specifically with regard to issues around pornography and sexting.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to gain a better
awareness of the most popular social networking sites and apps adolescents use--the good,
the bad, and the ugly.
Citations
Shawn Henry. April 2014. “Shawn Henry on Cyber Safety.” Federal Bureau of Investigation,
http://www.fbi.gov/news/videos/henry_051611.
“Media and Children.” American Academy of Pediatrics, April 2014, http://www.aap.org/enus/advocacy-and-policy/aap-health-initiatives/pages/media-and-children.aspx.
“Sexual Offenses: Federal Law 18 U.S.C. 1466A – Obscene Visual Representations of the Sexual
Abuse of Children.” SexLaws.org, accessed December 2010, http://www.sexlaws.org/18usc_1466a.
“Cyberbullying.” Trends & Tudes, , April 2007 (vol. 6, issue 4), HarrisInteractive,
http://www.ncpc.org/resources/files/pdf/bullying/Cyberbullying%20Trends%20-%20Tudes.pdf.
Mitch van Geel, Ph.D., Paul Vedder, Ph.D., Jenny Tanilon, Ph.D. “Relationship between peer
victimization, cyberbullying, and suicide in children and adolescents: a meta-analysis.” JAMA
Pediatrics 168, no. 5:435–42. Published online March 10, 2014,
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24615300. “Teen Online & Wireless Safety Survey:
Cyberbullying, Sexting and Parental Controls.” Cox Communications Teen Online and Wireless Safety
Survey in partnership with the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, May 2009,
http://www.cox.com/wcm/en/aboutus/datasheet/takecharge/2009-teen-survey.pdf.
Jo Langford, MA is a therapist, sex educator, international speaker and the author of the Spare Me
“the Talk!” Series - the modern guides to healthy sexuality for boys (and girls) and their parents,
and The Pride Guide - the first guide to social and sexual heath for LGBT youth. More about his work
with youth, parents and professionals to promote healthy social and sexual behavior (both online
and off)can be found at his website, Beheroes.net.
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FR-AM-09
The Use of Diagnoses in SVP Procedures
Diagnostic Labels vs. Background: What Impacts Clinician Decisions in SVP Evaluations?
Victoria Hauth, PsyD
Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Anthony D. Perillo, PhD
Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Clinicians called to evaluate someone for SVP commitment are tasked with assessing
“mental abnormality,” volitional impairment, and heightened recidivism risk (Witt & Conroy, 2009).
Considering these elements together, evaluators then offer commitment recommendations.
Pedophilic Disorder diagnoses are the most commonly rendered in SVP evaluations (see Levenson
& Morin, 2006) and strongly predict judicial decisions to commit (Kull & Perillo, 2017), yet research
suggests notable variability in rendering this diagnosis (Perillo et al., 2014).
Confirmation bias, the tendency to look for or interpret information that substantiates one’s
original hypothesis and to discredit information that goes against this hypothesis (see Fischer et al.,
2005), is theorized as an obstacle to objective forensic evaluations (Neal & Grisso, 2014). The
current ATSA-funded study examines the impact of Pedophilic Disorder diagnosis and background
on clinician decisions during SVP evaluations (perceptions of SVP commitment prongs, reporting
recidivism risk, and final recommendations). We employed a 2 (Pedophilic Disorder Background:
supporting vs. opposing) x 2 (previous Pedophilic Disorder diagnosis: present vs. absent) factorial
design. Participants were U.S. doctoral students, interns, fellows, and licensed professionals in
clinical psychology and psychiatry with forensic evaluation experience (N = 212). Participants
(online via Qualtrics) first reviewed SVP criteria based on those used by Kansas (Kansas Stat. Ann.
§59-29a02). Participants then reviewed the intake chart of a (mock) individual to be evaluated for
SVP commitment. We manipulated whether the top of the intake chart included a diagnosis of
Pedophilic Disorder or included no diagnostic information (prior diagnosis manipulation) and
whether the remaining background was consistent or inconsistent
with Pedophilic Disorder (e.g., age of reported sexual fantasies; background manipulation).
Background was pilot-tested with forensic psychology trainees to assure consistency/
inconsistency with Pedophilic Disorder. Participants then offered opinions on each SVP decision
prong. After reviewing a completed Static-99R (score = 5) and recidivism estimate tables,
participants documented recidivism risk (we coded selection of routine, 5-year high risk, or 10year high risk estimates). Finally, participants rendered a final recommendation on commitment
Consistent with confirmation bias, results indicated prior diagnosis of Pedophilic Disorder
predicted evaluators’ diagnosis of Pedophilic Disorder (p <.001, OR = 5.42, 95% C.I. = 2.21, 12.31).
Background history consistent with Pedophilic Disorder predicted evaluators’ diagnosis of
Pedophilic Disorder (p = .001, OR = 4.30, 95% C.I. = 1.81, 10.23) and determinations of volitional
impairment (p = .005, OR = 2.29, C.I. = 1.29, 4.06). Neither background nor prior diagnosis of
Pedophilic Disorder predicted normative data chosen when reporting recidivism rates (routine vs.
high risk/need sample). Notably, evaluators presented with a past diagnosis of Pedophilic Disorder
were more likely to recommend SVP commitment (p =
.024, OR = 2.18, 95% C.I. = 1.11, 4.30) whereas actual background did not significantly predict SVP
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recommendations (p = .055). However, results indicated that diagnosing the defendant with
Pedophilic Disorder fully mediated the SVP recommendation decision (ACME = .11, p < .001).
Results highlight the possibility of confirmation bias and importance of practicing bias reduction
techniques in Sexually Violent Predator commitment evaluations.
This paper is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, participants will be able to identify the key
components of SVP commitment evaluations and the role of clinician decision-making in
these evaluations.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, participants will be able to describe
confirmation bias and selective attention strategies that could potentially impact their work.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, participants will be able to recognize the role
confirmation bias plays in SVP commitment evaluations.
Victoria Hauth, PsyD received her doctorate degree from Indiana University of Pennsylvania.
She is currently completing a forensic psychology post-doctoral fellowship at the South Carolina
Department of Mental Health. She completed her pre-doctoral internship in the forensic track at
Summit Psychological Associates in Akron, Ohio. Dr. Hauth has a great deal of supervised
experience in both forensic treatment and assessment, with a particular focus on individuals who
have committed sexual offenses. In addition to her clinical work, she has collaborated with Dr.
Anthony Perillo on additional research related to those convicted of sex offenses and has acted as a
supervisor to other doctoral students assisting on the research project.
Anthony D. Perillo, Ph.D. is an Assistant Professor of Psychology and director of the upcoming
Forensic Clinic in the Clinical Psychology doctoral program at Indiana University of Pennsylvania.
He completed his pre-doctoral internship at the Brockville Mental Health Centre (The Royal) and
his post-doctoral residency as Director of Forensic Services for the Center for Personal Growth. His
current research examines forensic clinician decision-making and practices in sexual violence
prevention. Dr. Perillo is also a licensed psychologist who specializes in forensic assessment.
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Hebephilia in the Courtroom: Diagnostic Frequency and Reliability in SVP Evaluations
Nicole Graham, PhD
Institute for Behavioral Sciences and the Law
The term ‘hebephilia’ has stirred much debate over the past decade. While hebephilia does not have
a formal definition, it has generally been referred to as a sexual preference for pubescent-aged
adolescents. The construct of hebephilia was rejected as a mental disorder in the most recent
publication of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual, 5th edition (DSM-5). The construct was also
rejected as a specifier under the Other Specified Paraphilic Disorder (OSPD) diagnosis, and rejected
in the appendix as an area warranting further study (Frances & First, 2011). This rejection was
based on arguments that the empirical research on this construct of hebephilia is minimal—
findings supporting the reliability and validity of hebephilia is weak and any evidence relative to
the etiology and prevalence of this construct is in the nascent stages. Despite these arguments,
there was anecdotal evidence to suggest this construct was being utilized to support sexually
violent predator (SVP) commitments. The purpose of this current study was to empirically examine
the prevalence in which hebephilia was being ‘diagnosed’ in SVP evaluations. Results from 380 SVP
evaluations demonstrated that evaluators implicated the term hebephilia by utilizing it as a
specifier for OSPD. The term hebephilia was provided as a specifier 15% (n = 16) of the time the
OSPD diagnosis was provided. Hebephilia was the second most provided specifier. Importantly,
however, there was a variety of terminology used to represent hebephilic ideology (e.g., “sexually to
adolescents”). This study demonstrated that not only was there a lack of consistency in the
language used for this specifier; but there was also little consistency in evaluators agreeing on the
presence of hebephilia. These specific findings will be reviewed. Further, the application of how
these findings may influence courtroom decisions will be discussed. Recommendations for future
research and policy implications will be provided.
Learning Goals
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify the
current clinical issues associated with SVP evaluations as relevant to the new edition of
the DSM.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to report the
frequency in which the term hebephilia is utilized within SVP evaluations.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
why a specifier of hebephilia may be contested in the court of law.
Nicole Graham, PhD earned her Doctorate degree in Clinical Psychology from John Jay College in
New York City. She specialized in forensic psychology and has held clinical positions within
inpatient psychiatric settings, mental health courts, and state and federal correctional institutions.
Dr. Graham has also specialized in neuropsychology with clinical experience in medical settings and
with the National Football League Players’ Association (NFL-PA). Dr. Graham teaches specialized
forensic psychology courses in violence risk assessment and management. Likewise, she has
published in the area of sexually violent predator legislation. Dr. Graham is currently in private
practice in South Florida as a Forensic Neuropsychologist. She is also an Adjunct Assistant
Professor at John Jay College.
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FR-AM-10
The BOAT:
An Evidenced-Based Tool Kit for the Prevention of Sexual and Gender-Based Violence
(SGBV)
Mathieu Lacambre, MD
Wayne Bodkin, PhD
University Hospital Montpellier (FRANCE)
The Resource Centre for professionals working with perpetrators of sexual violence in
Languedoc-Roussillon, in France (CRIAVS-LR) is committed to launching a project about
Prevention and Education about Health in collaboration with the key players that promote
health awareness among the younger population.
With this in mind, a very functional and practical tool kit for the prevention of violence, and
particularly that of sexual and gender-based violence has been put together : the BOAT (‘BOite A
ouTils’ – ‘Tool kit’ in French).
The BOAT offers a summary of effective tools for preventing Child Sexual and Gender-Based
Violence (CSGBV). Through primary prevention (preventing children or adolescents from
becoming victims or perpetrators of violence of a sexual or sexist nature) but also secondary
prevention (screening of risk situations, vulnerable populations) and tertiary prevention
(revelation of facts of violence, management of these revelations).
This tool kit is created for all professionals working with children in the 5-18 years age group. It
aims to complement the work of teaching staff by moving parallel to the syllabi taught in
successive years in primary, secondary and higher education by proposing activities that help
develop skills in relation to the students’ health and personal growth.
General methodology
Based on a survey conducted on the tools and programmes for prevention existing in French
speaking regions, we have categorised them as per the targets defined in terms of their
population and based on four age groups (5-7/ 8-10/ 11-13/ 14-18 years). These tools have
been selected and validated by an advocacy group for the prevention of sexual violence that
comprises of experts working with children in diverse fields (educational, social, health, legal
etc.).
BOAT specifications met the following criteria:
- structured according to the stages of psycho-sexual and emotional development of children,
- easy to use, and requires no special equipment,
- occasional or integrative, repeated and graduated use,
- easily adaptable directly to the ecological environment of intervention of the professional and
to all environments,
- validated and evaluable for each intervention.
Our project has been studied by:
- feasibility: throughout the process of creating the BOAT and implementing it by multiplying
tests with different populations: nursery, primary, secondary and middle school students. But
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also with minors with disabilities, minors placed, minors hospitalized and incarcerated.
- acceptability: we were able to test with project partners, different groups, and sites (school,
home, etc.), the acceptability was good for the workers, parents and minors. A study with the
University of Toulouse, France, was carried out to assess the educational processes for the
acquisition of BOAT skills for stakeholders.
- efficiency: we validated each intervention with regard to the proposed objectives. Each of the
activity sheets has been tested with focus groups to affirm that it satisfies the strict criteria laid
down for evaluation.
The Toolkit
First developed in the form of a briefcase it is now available in digital format and includes 134
activity sheets divided into 5 themes, a game board, a facilitator guide, an information letter for
parents, a reporting protocol for the professional (in case of disclosure), a scorecard, a glossary
and a bibliography.

THEMES

SUB-THEMES
• Learning to know oneself
• Knowing how to assert oneself
• Being capable of making decisions
• Learning to manage conflicts
• Learning to deal with emotions
• Developing critical thinking skills
• Developing capacities to empathise
with others

• Developing self esteem/ building
self confidence
• Learning to communicate
• Improving one’s relationships with
others
• Being able to identify resource
persons
• Developing self-control and
frustration tolerance

• Sexism
• Damage to reputation
• Respect and Disrespect

• Group phenomenon
• Values

RELATIONSHIPS
AND SEXUALITY

• The body
• Physical appearances
• Identity and sexual orientation
• Intimacy/Decency

• Control in a relationship
• Emotional relationship and
pleasure
• Risks associated with sexual
behaviour
• Break-up and separation

FROM THE VIRTUAL
TO THE REAL

• Difference between fiction and
reality
• Dangers of the Internet

• Violence in images
• Social networking and its abuse

PSYCHO-SOCIAL
SKILLS

RESPECT
AND DIFFERENCE

• Rights and Duties
UNDERSTANDING AND
• Notion of secrecy
RESPECTING THE LAW
• Consequences of one’s acts

• Types of violence
• Limitations/ restrictions/
penalties
• Differences between norms/
values/
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customs and laws
• Rape drugs

Lastly, the tool kit is designed by experts from the field of communication in order to make it
appear not just attractive but also functional and entertaining by lending it some quirky
graphics. Initially developed in French it will soon be available in other languages.
This session is rated: Adult & Youth | General | Clinical & Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to
understand the BOAT construction strategy ,and the criteria for the construction of the
BOAT based on the identification of risk and protection factors for sexual and genderbased violence.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to use the
tool offered, the aim is to create a desire to use simple, functional and accessible tools
offered by BOAT.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to rise the
challenge of CSO's prevention, the BOAT offers a summary of effective tools for
preventing sexual and gender-based violence against children.
Mathieu Lacambre has been a hospital psychiatrist at the University Hospital of Montpellier
since 2004; he practices forensic psychiatry in complex spaces at the health-justice interfaces
(prison, specialized reception and evaluation units, etc.). Initially involved with victims
(consultation of asylum seekers who were victims of torture), he turned to the perpetrators in
order to treat violence from its origins. Responsible for the university diploma in forensic
psychopathology, lecturer in several university faculties (Montpellier, Toulouse, Paris...), he is
the author of numerous articles on violence and dangerousness and has coordinated several
books: ‘Psychotherapy and Education’ (Ed. Dunod, 2016), ‘Sexualities and Transgressions’ (Ed.
Dunod, 2019), ‘Sexual Violence: New Expressions, New Interventions’ (Lavoisier Médecine
Sciences, 2019). And because effective prevention is possible, he and his team are behind the
creation of a Toolbox for the Prevention of Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (BOAT), intended
for all those working with minors aged between 5 and 18.
Wayne Bodkin has a PhD in psychotherapy, he is a systemic therapist of the family and the
couple and has been working with the CRIAVS-LR of the University Hospital of Montpellier since
2012. He is the Director of the unit for victims and perpetrators of sexual violence of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Montpellier. As such, he is at the origin of the first convention between a
public university hospital and the church in 2016. He began working in the field following the
increase in the number of cases of sexual abuse by clergy in France. As an active researcher and
clinician, he has contributed to numerous works including recent books: ‘Sexuality and
Transgression - The Question of Otherness’ (Dunod 2019), ‘Perpetrators of Sexual Violence:
Prevention, Evaluation, Care’ (Public Hearing 2018), ‘Sexual Violence: New Expressions, New
Interventions’ (Lavoisier Médecine sciences 2019). As a trainer, he is a member of several
national and international associations with a clinical and scientific interest in sexual violence
committed by women in couples and families. His clinical work is carried out in hospitals,
prisons and also in his private practice in Montpellier, France.

Friday Table of Contents

OUR NEW REALITY: RESILIENCE & RECONNECTION
2021 ATSA Conference | Friday October 1 | 10:15 AM – 11:45 AM
FR-AM-11
An Open Dialogue: Ask Your Questions About Sibling Sexual Abuse & Reunification
Jacqueline Page, Psy.D.
University of Tennessee Health Science Center
Amanda Pryor, MSW, LCSW, CSAYC
IN-AJSOP
This session will utilize a more informal format in order to promote an open dialogue
between the presenters and participants.
Professionals working with adolescents who have engaged in sexually abusive behavior will
likely encounter cases of sibling abuse. Many professionals view this type of case as being among
the most challenging and complex they will encounter. The situation is often emotionally charged
with sibling sexual abuse within the family impacting individuals and the family as a whole.
Parents have questions, typically experience an array of emotions and may be overwhelmed by the
involvement of professionals and may not view their involvement as “helpful.” As professionals, we
may feel pressured or begin to second guess ourselves as we are faced with questions and decisions
about contact, separation and reunification.
Sibling abuse also raises questions about if the sibling who was abused and the sibling who
engaged in the sexually abusive behavior should be separated and, if separated when and how does
reunification occur. Sibling relationships are important and while the abuse and situation harms
and directly impacts the sibling relationship, it does not define the relationship in its entirety.
There are a number of questions and factors to address when considering reunification after
separation.
Professionals may have different perspectives based on their role and experiences. Terms
like clarification, reconciliation and reunification are often used when discussing bringing youth
together again after separation, but everyone may not define these terms the same. Even how
reunification is defined can vary among professionals. Also, some professionals prefer terms like
reconnection, re-building, re-engagement, family resolution, and family restoration. Others view
parts of the “reunification” process in sibling abuse cases as part of a restorative justice process.
The intent of this session is to have an open discussion about sibling sexual abuse and
“reunification.” As noted, the format and setup will be adjusted to promote discussion. The
presenters will each provide a short presentation (10 - 15 minutes each) highlighting what they
each feel the most salient points are to consider in sibling abuse cases. The bulk of the time will be
devoted to discussing questions commonly asked about reunification and questions participants
provide either through completing a short survey prior to the conference or pose during the
session. Each presenter will present their individual view related to the questions, but this will be
an interactive session with both the presenters and participants all being actively involved in
discussing questions and possible answers and solutions.
This session is rated: Youth | General | Clinical
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Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should better able to discuss core
components to consider when discussing reunification in sibling sexual abuse cases.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should better able to identify factors
impacting parents in sibling sexual abuse cases.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should better able to increase
collaboration in sibling sexual abuse cases.
Jacqueline Page, PsyD is a Professor in the Department of Psychiatry at the University of
Tennessee Health Science Center. She has over 30 years of experience specializing in victims of
sexual abuse, children with sexual behavior problems, adolescents who have engaged in sexually
abusive behavior, sibling abuse, reunification and juvenile justice issues. She served as the subject
matter expert on children and youth with problematic sexual behaviors for the Tennessee
Department of Children's Services for 19 years. She is an approved forensic evaluator in the state of
Tennessee and is experienced in case and system consultation, program development and
evidence-informed program evaluation. Dr. Page was the co-chair for the Association for the
Treatment of Sexual Abusers (ATSA) Adolescent Practice Guidelines Committee and served on
ATSA's board for two terms. She has published in the field and presents on a regular basis
nationally and internationally.
Amanda Pryor, MSW, LCSW, CSAYC is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker with over thirteen years
of experience. Her experiences include psychosexual risk assessments, outpatient, and residential
treatment. Her specialty is working with adolescent sexually maladaptive behavior. She is the
Director and is credentialed with IN-AJSOP, Indiana’s Initiative to Advance the Treatment of
Sexually Maladaptive Youth. She provides training for clinicians in the process of obtaining
credentialing through IN-AJSOP.

Friday Table of Contents

OUR NEW REALITY: RESILIENCE & RECONNECTION
2021 ATSA Conference | Friday October 1 | 10:15 AM – 11:45 AM
FR-AM-12
Reshaping Evaluation, Treatment, and Safety Planning Strategies to Address Increased Social
Isolation for Youth with ASD
Suzanne Richards, PhD
ChildServe
Tracy Tholin, MSEd
9th Judicial Circuit Court Services
During the pandemic, much information has been shared regarding an increase in mental health
symptoms among young adults due to a lack of social interaction and a lack of access to services
(Nino, et. al., 2016, Offord, 2020). Individuals on the spectrum were more likely to be isolated even
prior to the pandemic; 40% never see friends, and 50% do not get invited to activities or otherwise
have people to connect with (Maloy, 2019).
For youth on the spectrum, social isolation has been exacerbated not only by the pandemic but also
due to a unique constellation of symptoms. Youth with a neurodevelopmental disorder are between
14 and 39% more likely to have a comorbid psychiatric disorder (ATSA 2015). As a result, these
youth are more likely to be involved in other systems of care. Those systems have also been
interrupted during the pandemic. Comorbid issues and a higher prevalence of social
communication errors manifested through repetitive behaviors/rigid behaviors and poor social
cognition, coupled with a lack of access to services and routine puts these youth at higher risk of
sexual acting out.
Assessment and treatment for these youth must be reshaped in the current environment both
because in-person services are not always possible nor are secondary services readily available.
Safety planning requires adaptations to mesh the need for healthy socialization with court and/or
other agency standards. We can look to the literature (Blasingame, 2011) for best practices to
identify and develop strategies for teaching social problem-solving skills, social communication
skills, sexual boundaries, and personal rules for sexual behavior necessary to avoid problem sexual
behavior while promoting healthy behaviors for youth and young adults of a variety of abilities on
the Autism Spectrum.
This workshop will provide participants with an overview of specific risk factors within the
neurodevelopmental population that could increase social isolation, thus triggering sexually
problematic behavior. Participants will discuss how to reshape evaluation, treatment and safety
planning strategies to address increased social isolation and reduce the likelihood for sexual acting
out behaviors while enhancing youths’ and family’s resiliency during these challenging times.
This session is rated: Youth | Intermediate | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify how
specific risk factors within the neuro diverse population make social isolation more likely to
trigger sexual problematic behavior.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to develop
rapport within the neuro diverse population during social distanced evaluation and
treatment.
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Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to articulate
strategies for developing effective treatment plans for neuro diverse individuals when
social isolation is occurring.

Dr. Suzanne Richards obtained her PhD in Counseling Psychology from the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign in 2007. She is a child and adolescent psychologist specializing in the
assessment of Autism and intervention with individuals with complex medical, psychological,
social, and behavioral conditions related to Autism. Dr. Richards has been involved in clinical
education and research on multiple topics including behavior, learning, and social skills. She has
extensive clinical experience providing mental health therapy services and assessment in a wide
range of settings. She also consults with and advises schools and training programs on providing
and developing appropriate interventions on positive sexual behavior, social skills, and complex
behavioral problems. She is currently licensed as a Psychologist, Health Service Provider, Youth Sex
Offender Treatment Provider, and a Youth Sex Offender Evaluator.
Tracy Tholin received her Ms.Ed in Counseling from Northern Illinois University in 2002. She is
currently a therapist for the 9th Judicial Circuit Juvenile Sexual Conduct Program where she
provides evaluations and treatment services for adolescents who are court-referred for sexual
behavior problems. In 2021, she began serving as one of four book reviewers for the ATSA Forum.
She is a past President of the Illinois chapter of the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers
(ILATSA) and held other leadership positions within the organization prior to serving as President.
She holds licenses in Illinois as a Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor, sex-offense specific
evaluator and sex-offense specific treatment provider.
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FR-AM-01 & FR-MID-01 & FR-PM-01
Using Research to Guide Application of Static-99R
David Thornton, PhD
FAsTR LLC & University of Bergen, Norway
L. Maaike Helmus, PhD
Simon Fraser University
Research relevant to the interpretation of Static-99R scores in assessing sexual recidivism risk will
be reviewed and the implications discussed. Topics will include additional normative data, the
effect of different release conditions, extrapolation to longer follow up, allowing for time-free
effects, how to determine when different normative reference groups should be used, direct
integration of Static-99R with dynamic risk, the use of recidivism norms with older individuals, the
effect of long prison sentences, the effect of change during treatment, and application of the
instrument in different cultures.
This seminar is rated: Adult | Advanced
Learning Goals:
 Upon the completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to describe 10-year
sexual recidivism norms for Routine samples.
 Upon the completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to describe the
effect of intensive supervision on sexual recidivism rates.
 Upon the completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to extrapolate
short-term sexual recidivism rates to 20-year rates.
 Upon the completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to describe to
structured methods for selecting recidivism norms.
 Upon the completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to compare
different methods for integrating Static-99R with dynamic risk instruments.
 Upon the completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to describe the
effect of change during treatment on the accuracy of static risk estimates.

David Thornton, Ph.D., is a psychologist in private practice in Wisconsin and holds a part time
position as a professor in the department of clinical psychology at the University of Bergen in
Norway. He was research director for Wisconsin’s program for sexually violent persons for three
years and previously was the treatment director for that program for over a decade. He has
published on evidence-based standards for effective correctional programs and on the importance
of therapist style in the provision of treatment designed to reduce sexual recidivism. He has been
involved in the development of static actuarial instruments to assess sexual recidivism risk,
contributing to the development of such scales as Static-99, Static-2002, Static-99R, Static-2002R
and Risk Matrix 2000. He has been involved in the development of psychological risk assessment,
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creating the Structured Risk Assessment (SRA) framework. David Thornton has published three
books, over 15 chapters in edited books, and over 75 papers in peer-reviewed scientific journals.
L. Maaike Helmus is an Assistant Professor in Criminology at Simon Fraser University in
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. Her research has focused on offender risk assessment,
particularly regarding risk scale development and validation, and risk assessment for subgroups
such as sex offenders, domestic violence offenders, and Indigenous offenders. She is part of the
development team for Static-99R, Static-2002R, BARR-2002R, STABLE-2007, ACUTE-2007, VRAGR, CPORT, and the Risk of Administrative Segregation Tool (RAST). Dr. Helmus also has a particular
interest in meta-analysis and statistical approaches to prediction. She is currently co-editor of the
journal Sexual Offender Treatment and on the editorial board of Sexual Abuse and Psychological
Assessment. A former Banting postdoc scholar and winner of the Governor General’s Gold Medal for
her work in risk assessment, Dr. Helmus has been the recipient of numerous grants and awards
from organizations including the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers (ATSA) and the
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada.
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FR-MID-02
Social Supports for Child Attracted Persons
Symposium Chair: Michael C. Seto, PhD
Royal Ottawa Health Care Group
Child attracted persons can seek social support in a variety of ways, including their in-person social
networks, confidential helpline and self-help sites, and online forums for child attracted persons. In
this symposium, we present the results of three studies examining social support for child attracted
persons across these modalities. The first study is a survey of child attracted persons regarding the
social support they perceive, focusing specifically on the conditionality of that support, where the
condition is keeping their attraction to children hidden. The second study is a survey of current and
former online forum participants regarding their experiences of online social support, what they
found helpful versus not helpful in the forums, and forum use patterns. The third study examined
helpline and self-help website use during 2020, when pandemic restrictions may have increased
the need for online social support in the form of confidential advice or self-help information.
This session is rated: Adult & Youth | Intermediate | Clinical & Research

Perceptions of Social Support Among Adults Who Are Attracted to Children
Maggie Ingram, MHS
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
Michael C. Seto, PhD
Royal Ottawa Health Care Group
Elizabeth J. Letourneau, PhD
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
Perceived social support is an established protective factor against mental health problems such as
depression and suicidality. Members of stigmatized groups are particularly vulnerable to
experiencing insufficient social support, though such support may be of particular importance for
maintaining their mental health. Little is known about perceptions of social support among one of
the most stigmatized groups in society, adults who are attracted to children. Adults who are
attracted to children may feel that some, if not all, of their social support is conditional on their
attraction remaining hidden. The current study seeks to explore and assess the construct of
perceived social support in a sample of 154 people who are attracted to children.
First, I modified an existing measure of perceived social support (MSPSS) to capture support that is
not perceived to be conditional on the attraction remaining hidden. I evaluated internal reliability,
construct and criterion validity, and dimensionality of the original MSPSS and the MSPSSUnconditional. Second, I compared participants’ scores on the two versions of the scale, looking for
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differences between total scores and subscale scores that would reflect concerns about
conditionality of support. Third, I used reflexive thematic analysis to explore responses to openended questions about participants’ reasons for disclosing or not disclosing their attraction to
children to explore perceptions of social support among this sample in greater depth.
Results of validation analyses supported reliability and criterion validity of the modified scale, but
there was mixed support for construct validity. Scores on the modified version of the scale were
lower on average than scores on the original, reflecting some level of concern about conditionality
of support in this sample. Participants described barriers to disclosure (e.g. stigma and judgment,
concerns about negative impacts on relationships) as well as facilitators to disclosure (e.g. reduced
sense of fear, desire to improve social connectedness). Results highlight concerns about conditional
support within this population, identify barriers and facilitators to disclosure of the attraction to
close others, and provide insights about how to better capture the construct of perceived social
support among adults who are attracted to children.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the idea of conditional support as it relates to people who are attracted to children.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
important considerations for measuring perceived social support among people who are
attracted to children.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
barriers and facilitators to disclosure for respondents in this sample.

Online Forum Use of Child Attracted Persons
Kailey Roche, MSc.
Carleton University
Skye Stephens, PhD
Saint Mary’s University
Sarah Moss, MSc
Saint Mary’s University
Michael C. Seto, PhD
Royal Ottawa Health Care Group
In mental health research, social support has been linked with general well-being, in that having
positive social support can result in favourable mental health outcomes (e.g., Wang et al., 2018).
From a forensic perspective, positive social support could be a protective factor that reduces the
risk of an individual with sexual attraction to children from acting on that attraction when they
encounter stressors (e.g., Ward and Gannon, 2006). Due to the stigma that child attracted persons
face (Jahnke, 2018), finding positive social support can be difficult. In response, some child
attracted persons have developed or joined online forums as a means of fostering a community
where mutual social support can take place, as well as other kinds of interactions. While some
forums take a clear stance against sexual contact with children, others are more ambiguous. This
study aims to examine online social support experiences by current and former users of these
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online forums. Specifically, we focus on experiences of emotional, instrumental, and informational
support. Method. Using a community-based approach, we have developed an anonymous online
survey on past or current online forum use by child attracted persons. Participants will be recruited
from various forums dedicated to those with sexual attraction to children, as well as through social
media. Participants will be asked about how often they use forums; why they frequent forums;
whether they offer support to others on forums; and whether the use of forums has helped to
improve any general life issues and/or navigating their sexual attraction to children. Finally,
participants will be asked about the quality of support in their offline life. Results. Quantitative
analyses will be conducted over the summer and ahead of the conference. We aim to answer several
questions, including: What are child attracted persons’ experiences of support on online forums;
are their experiences related to which forums they use and how long they have been members; and
are support experiences related to personal characteristics? Implications. As positive social
support can be a protective factor that reduces sexual offending, it is important to know whether
these forums are helping child attracted persons who lack offline social support. Forums can be
positive, negative, or have both positive and negative impacts. Further, it is important to know
whether there is a difference in support received from anti-contact forums compared to ambiguous
forums; clinicians may use this information to direct clients looking for a community to more
prosocial forums.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the difference in the three main types of social support received on various online support
forums.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to determine
what types of support are most often received on the forums and whether the type of
support received varies with regard to the type of forums visited.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
what impact (if any) online support forums have on child attracted persons’ general life
issues and management of sexual attraction to children.
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Call and Website Use as a Result of the COVID-19 Pandemic
Michael C. Seto, PhD
Royal Ottawa Health Care Group
Kailey Roche, MSc
Carleton University
Jenny Coleman, LMHC
Stop It Now!
Donald Findlater, MSW
Lucy Faithfull Foundation
Elizabeth Letourneau, PhD
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
Confidential helplines and self-help resources, such as those offered by Stop It Now! US and Stop It
Now! UK and Ireland (run by the Lucy Faithfull Foundation), are intended to assist people who are
concerned about their sexual thoughts or behaviors involving children. With the onset of significant
stress and major life disruptions as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, including lockdowns and
more time online for school or work, there have been concerns that pedohebephilic persons may
struggle more because they are more socially isolated, online more, and potential targets
(schoolchildren) are online more as well.
For this presentation, we analyzed helpline and self-help use data from the Stop It Now! projects in
USA and UK & Ireland to see if there were changes over the course of 2020, beginning in March
2020 with the first major lockdowns, including comparisons to use data from 2019. Focusing on the
self-help resources, we compared use data for pages for persons concerned about their own
thoughts and behavior, pages for parents and guardians, and general information pages.
There was mixed evidence for an increase in demand for self-help services as a result of the
pandemic. Looking at Stop It Now! USA data, there was no increase in total number of pageviews to
self-help pages from the last quarter of 2019 to the first or second quarter of 2020; indeed, there
was some hint of a decline in the third quarter, when lockdown restrictions decreased in the
summertime and people be outside and offline more. The overall analysis might obscure variations
for specific pages, however. Looking at individual pages, there was a clear increase in traffic from
2019 to 2020 to three pages in particular, one regarding help for thoughts and behavior, another
regarding concerns about one’s step-daughter, and the third about consent by children and
underage minors. Pageviews for these pages increased markedly in the spring of 2020, declining in
the summertime. Looking at direct inquiries, there was an increase in self-help calls or emails to
Stop It Now! UK & Ireland over the time frame of our analysis, with the number almost doubling
from approximately 125 contact to approximately 240 contacts at the peak (with no change for
parent/guardian contacts). In contrast, there was no notable trend in calls to Stop It Now! USA.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
helpline and self-help resources for individuals concerned about their sexual thoughts or
behaviors involving children.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe
trends over time since the pandemic was declared in March 2020.
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Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe
other perpetration prevention interventions that exist.

Dr. Michael C. Seto is a registered clinical and forensic psychologist and currently a research
director with the Royal Ottawa Health Care Group, as well as Professor in Psychiatry at the
University of Ottawa. He also serves as the Editor-in-Chief of Sexual Abuse, the ATSA journal. Dr.
Seto has published extensively on pedophilia, sexual offending against children and online
offending. He regularly presents at scientific meetings and professional workshops on these topics.
He has written well-reviewed books on pedophilia and sexual offending against children (2008,
second edition in 2018) and on internet sex offenders (2013), all published by the American
Psychological Association.
Kailey Roche received her MSc. in Forensic Psychology from Saint Mary’s University and is
currently working on her PhD in Psychology at Carleton University. Her MSc. thesis focused on
informing the development of a workshop to increase mental health professionals’ competency to
treat those with sexual attraction to children. Her research interests include developing treatment
programs for non-offending men with sexual attraction to children, atypical sexual interests, risk
assessment and treatment for sexual offending, and community reintegration.
Maggie Ingram, MHS, is completing her doctorate at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health in the Department of Mental Health. Her research interests include the impact of stigma on
mental and physical health; the prevention of suicidal thoughts and behavior, especially among
stigmatized populations; the mental health of adults who are attracted to children; and the
prevention of child abuse and neglect.
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FR-MID-03
Five Years in Review: Addressing Deviant Arousal Through Arousal Management, What We
Have Learned and Future Implications
Nicole Elsen, PsyD, LP
Minnesota Sex Offender Program (MSOP)
Kelly Meyer, LSW
Minnesota Sex Offender Program (MSOP)
Arousal management is based on principles from classical conditioning, operant conditioning, social
learning theory and cognitive science in seeking to modify sexual interest, arousal and behavior.
Applying behavior theory and these approaches to individuals for the modification and treatment of
sexual interest, arousal and behavior can be traced back more than 50 years. Most recently, research
findings suggest that programs integrating behavioral attempts to restructure and manage such
arousal are associated with larger reductions in sexual recidivism (Gannon, Olver, Mallion & James,
2019). Given that research indicates deviant sexual interest is highly correlated with sexual
recidivism (Hanson & Bourgon, 2005), addressing unhealthy sexual interest and arousal remains an
integral part of treatment.
Over the past five years the Arousal Management Program at the Minnesota Sex Offender Program
(MSOP), a civil commitment program for adults with sexual offenses, was implemented to develop,
strengthen and maintain healthy sexual interest, arousal and behavior, and to manage unhealthy
sexual interest, arousal and behavior. Presented in this workshop will be information on what we
have learned over the last five years and how we continue to implement an arousal management
program that is effective, creative, and engaging while incorporating several techniques, such as
assisted covert sensitization, masturbatory satiation and minimal arousal conditioning. This
workshop will also illustrate the importance of timing and how to invite discussion with clients
regarding sexual deviance. We will also explore what we have learned about the importance of the
therapeutic relationship, how to use appropriate sexually explicit materials as an intervention, and
how to explore healthy sexuality with clients. Last, this workshop will provide summary information
regarding client participation over the past five years and future implications for how the program
evolves.
This session is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe
arousal management interventions.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to discuss healthy
sexuality with clients.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the importance of applying arousal management to an intended population.
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In 2011, Dr. Nicole Elsen began her employment with the Minnesota Sex Offender Program (MSOP)
as a Treatment Psychologist where she provided comprehensive psychological services. In 2013, she
transitioned into the role of a Clinical Supervisor, providing clinical leadership, and supervision
within the Alternative Program; a program designed for clients with compromised executive
functioning. Finally, Dr. Elsen transitioned to the role of Assessment Director in 2014. Currently, Dr.
Elsen provides clinical supervision to Assessment and Treatment Psychologists, as well as
supervision for licensure for license-eligible psychologists. She also is the Doctoral Internship
Training Director for MSOP-St. Peter. Dr. Elsen oversees Arousal Management Programming,
Hypersexuality Programming, and Assessment within MSOP, and continues to provide leadership
pertaining to clinical and psychological services. Dr. Elsen has previously presented at ATSA,
MnATSA, and SOCCPN.
Ms. Kelly Meyer is a Clinician at the Minnesota Sex Offender Program (MSOP) in St. Peter, MN. She
has been at the MSOP since 2004 and previously held a position facilitating process groups, and
psychoeducational modules. Currently, Ms. Meyer focuses on facilitation of groups addressing sexual
deviance and sexual preoccupation. Ms. Meyer has worked with clients who have sexually offended
for 20 years. Ms. Meyer has previously presented at ATSA, SOCCPN, and MnATSA.
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FR-MID-04
Conceptualizing High Functioning Treatment Groups for Adults Who Have Sexually Abused
Steven Sawyer, MSSW, LICSW
Private Practice
Creating and facilitating high functioning treatment groups improves the treatment experience and
promotes positive client outcomes in multiple ways: Group members can experience positive social
bonds, enhance relational and communication skills, practice healthy expression of emotions, and
give and receive constructive feedback with peers. In addition to the classic therapeutic factors of an
effective group experience, group leaders can address Individual dynamic risk factors and individual
treatment goals with observations of the client’s actual social behavior in the group.
A high functioning group begins with group member selection and consideration of how
individual characteristics can contribute to, or impede, the development of an effective group for
example, various group member traits such as expectancy, demeanor, and engagement affect the
quality of participation. When structure is well-defined, clearly communicated, and consistently
applied, it establishes the foundation for a safe and positive therapeutic climate that facilitates group
cohesion, which research has shown to globally benefit all group members and their individual
treatment goals. Groups develop over time as trust and interaction deepen which suggests the need
to attend to the natural movement through developmental stages. Ultimately, the goal in treatment
is that all group members make individual progress and group therapy research shows that
therapeutic factors such as cohesion benefits all members to attain their individual goals. The concept
of significant or pivotal moments can be used as a proxy for overall group functioning. Cofacilitation
can benefit or hinder group interactions and overall development. The combination of a positive and
multilayered therapeutic alliance (at the group and individual level), strategic leader interventions,
and facilitation of member-to-member interactions has the potential to deepen engagement and
emotional experience and unleash the full therapeutic potential of the high functioning group.
Nine key features used to conceptualize a high functioning group will be described with the
relevant research and illustrated in brief, experiential, micro-sessions. The positive impact of
therapeutic factors and the applicability of the group experience to dynamic risk factors will be
briefly explored and illustrated.
This session is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity attendees will understand essential elements of
effective groups.
 Upon completion of this educational activity attendees will enhance their sensitivity to
identifying and using therapeutic factors of the group experience.
 Upon completion of this educational activity attendees will be able to conceptualize group
process on multiple levels.
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Steven Sawyer, MSSW, LICSW earned his MSSW from the University of Wisconsin in 1980. He is a
Licensed Independent Clinical Social Worker and a Certified Group Psychotherapist and is founder
and President of Sawyer Solutions, LLC, a private clinical and consulting practice. He was a
founding board member and Executive Director of Project Pathfinder, Inc., a founding board
member and past chapter president of the Minnesota Chapter of the Association for the Treatment
of Sexual Abusers (MNATSA), and is a past board member and chair of the Minnesota Board of
Social Work.
In his clinical practice he provides clinical and consultation services to individuals, families and
organizations. He currently serves as a consultant to catholic religious orders on matters of sexual
abuse prevention and management, provides clinical supervision services for the State of
Minnesota and recently operated a treatment program for adults who have committed a sexual
offense, and provides individual, conjoint and family therapy.
Mr. Sawyer is an experienced public speaker who has given lectures and trainings locally and
nationally to public and professional groups about sexual offender treatment and sexual abuse
prevention. He has published more than 15 articles and book chapters on a program for men who
use prostitutes, sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, group therapy with sexual offenders, sex
dysfunction in sex offenders, and sex offender treatment program outcome research. Over the past
33 years he has facilitated or observed more than 3000 hours of group therapy, has assessed and
treated hundreds of men who have committed sexual crimes, and has supervised the treatment of
several thousand men in sexual offender treatment.
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FR-MID-05
Key Policies and Practices to Enhance Outcomes for the Indeterminately Sentenced Sexual
Offending Population
Deirdre D’Orazio, PhD
CCCFPsych
Lauren Herbert, PsyD, LP
MN Dept of Human Services
Christopher Lobanov-Rostovsky, LCSW
CO Dept of Public Safety
Indeterminately sentenced individuals convicted of sex crimes are challenging to assess and treat.
Sexual abuse is a public health issue that impacts everyone. While prevention efforts are multifaceted, jurisdictions continue to be challenged with how to identify and effectively manage the
highest risk sexual offending population. There is no uniform criminal justice response across the
globe for higher risk offenders, and a variety of management policies have been identified. These
include lifetime sentences with the possibility of parole, indeterminate sentences with mandatory
minimums, civil commitment, and indeterminate community-based sentencing. Efforts have focused
on providing long-term care and management, state-of-the-art evaluation/ assessment, treatment,
and supervision strategies. This presentation will highlight a scan of jurisdictional strategies at the
state, national, and international level for indeterminately sentenced individuals and will focus on
forensic evaluation practices, clinical considerations, supervision and management efforts, and the
ethical implications involved in working with this population. The benefits and costs of these
indeterminate sentencing policies will be explored, and specific recommendations for jurisdictions
currently employing or who are interested in pursuing one of these strategies will be identified.
This session is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Clinical & Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
what is meant by indeterminately sentenced individual and different types of
indeterminately sentencing practices internationally.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
various challenges and strategies in evaluating this population.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
various challenges and strategies in providing clinical services and management and
supervision to this population.
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Dr. Deirdre D'Orazio is a clinical and forensic psychologist in California. She is the CEO of Central
Coast Clinical and Forensic Psychological Services and also serves in a consulting psychologist role
for the Department of State Hospitals where she has held a variety of positions over twenty years
servicing forensically committed individuals with sexual offenses. She is a member of the California
Sex Offender Management Board. She serves as At-Large Representative on the leadership board, cochairperson of the Ethics Committee, and member of the Adult Clinical Committee for ATSA. She is a
board member of the Sexual Offender Civil Commitment Network. Dr. D’Orazio is a recipient of the
Fay Honey Knopp award by the California Coalition on Sexual Offending for positive and sustained
contributions to the field of sexual offending. Dr. D'Orazio has publications, professional trainings,
and research projects in the areas of sexual offense risk assessment, paraphilic disorders, best
practices in sexual offense specific treatment, program development and evaluation, and
professional ethics and supervision. Dr. D’Orazio has provided evaluations, expert witness
testimony, and direct treatment services for more than 1,000 individuals identified as perpetrators
or victims of sexual crimes. She holds psychologist licenses in California, Minnesota, and North
Dakota. She is a certified trainer for the Static99R, the Structured Risk Assessment-Forensic Version,
and the Stable2007 and Acute.
Christopher Lobanov-Rostovsky has worked for the Division of Criminal Justice within the
Colorado Department of Public Safety as the Program Manager for the Colorado Sex Offender
Management Board since 2006, where he is responsible for overseeing the development of standards
for the treatment and management of sexual offenders, approving treatment providers, and
providing legislative and policy input. Mr. Lobanov-Rostovsky holds a Master Degree in Social Work
from the University of Michigan, and has been a Licensed Clinical Social Worker (LCSW) since 1990.
Prior to his current position, Mr. Lobanov-Rostovsky worked as a clinician and evaluator of adult sex
offenders and juveniles who commit sexual offenses. Mr. Lobanov-Rostovsky also works as a private
consultant for a variety of federal, state, tribal, and private agencies in developing and enhancing sex
offender management services, including providing training and technical assistance, program
assessment, literature reviews, peer review of grant solicitations and reports, and legislative and
policy development. Finally, Mr. Lobanov-Rostovsky has published a number of articles and chapters
related to federal and state sex offender management public policy, and was awarded the 2015
National Adolescent Perpetration Network Advocacy Award for his work in promoting evidencebased polices and legislation.
Dr. Lauren Herbert is the Forensic Evaluation Department Director for the Minnesota Department
of Human Services. In this capacity, she provides leadership and oversees the provision of sexual
violence risk assessments completed on all of the civilly committed sexual offenders in the State of
Minnesota. Dr. Herbert’s training is in clinical and forensic psychology. Her work experiences have
included psychological assessment and risk evaluation, neuropsychological assessment, and
assessment with those who were referred for evaluation of competency and mental status at the time
of offense. She has also provided forensic psychological consultation to both sworn and civilian
police department employees, which specialized consultation to the sex crimes detail. In her private
practice, Dr. Herbert provides clinical services, as well as expert forensic evaluation services. In
addition to clinical work, Dr. Herbert serves on the executive board for the Sexual Offender Civil
Commitment Network, has been employed as an adjunct faculty, and provided numerous
professional trainings in the areas of sexual offenders, sexual violence risk assessment, best practices
in assessment, diagnosis, ethics, risk management, and resilience. She also has published various
research findings and received the Ted Blau Award for her research related to the discussion of a
neuropsychological assessment profile of an agenesis of the corpus callosum.
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FR-MID-06
An Inclusive and Individualized Response for Victims of Crime with Disabilities:
The Adult Advocacy Center Model
Leigha Shoup, MS, RA
Katherine Yoder, CFI, MS
Adult Advocacy Centers
National statistics show that individuals with disabilities are more likely to experience
abuse than people without disabilities (Harrell, 2017).1 The Disability and Abuse Project (2013)
reported that more than 70 percent of people with disabilities who were surveyed reported that
they had been victims of abuse. More than 63 percent of family members said their loved one
with a disability had been a victim of abuse. Focusing exclusively on individuals with
developmental disabilities, 62.5 percent reported that they had experienced abuse (Coleman,
2013)2 and are 2.5 to 10 times more likely to experience abuse and neglect than their nondisabled peers (Kendall-Tackett, 2002).3 In spite of the high rates of abuse and trauma faced by
individuals with disabilities and the likelihood that the actual numbers of abuse cases are much
higher (possibly underreported due to increased isolation, fear of not being believed, fear of
retribution, communication styles, etc.), there is still a shortage of research and training
regarding how to provide support for crime victims with disabilities (McGilvery, 2018).4 The

national statistics demonstrate a significant prevalence of abuse against people with disabilities
and the clear need for a unique response.
This presentation introduces audience members to the Adult Advocacy Centers (AACs), a
new model of services created to support adults with disabilities who have been abused. Ohio is
the first state in the nation to develop centers that will be equipped to provide holistic, accessible,
and trauma-informed services for adult crime victims with disabilities in a universal and
multisensory environment. Ohio is also unique due to its robust system that was established over
sixty years ago to provide services for individuals with developmental disabilities. Ohio’s 88
counties each have their own county board of developmental disabilities and those 88 county
boards are mandated through the state of Ohio’s Department of Developmental Disabilities. The
AACs conducted a needs assessment in 2019 through the county boards to determine what
services were available to crime victims with disabilities. The assessment results validated what
had long been suspected—Ohio currently lacks adequate support services, prosecutions, and
appropriately-trained forensic interviewers for adult victims of crime with disabilities. With local
and statewide support, Ohio is committed to working toward equality in the field of victim
services. The AACs will be the embodiment of this commitment.
10 Adult Advocacy Centers (AAC) and a mobile unit will be located throughout Ohio and
will collaborate with community, regional, and state agencies to coordinate a response that
promotes the safety and well-being of all individuals. To provide these services, the AACs will
facilitate multi-disciplinary teams (MDTs) within local communities. The AACs’ Multidisciplinary teams (MDTs) include the following: local county boards of developmental
disabilities, mental health agencies, AAC staff counselors, victim service agencies/advocates, law
enforcement agencies, prosecutors, medical staff, adult protective services, and other agencies,
as needed. This presentation will highlight some of the essential services provided through the
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MDTs and how to coordinate the services in order to ensure that crime victims with disabilities
are supported in a comprehensive and trauma-informed manner. Some of these services include
the following:














Forensic interviews by highly-trained and skilled investigators
Forensic medical exams conducted by forensic nurses who specialize in working
with crime victims with disabilities
Connection to law enforcement agencies
Early connection to prosecutors
Mental health screenings, consultations, and services
Connection to disability-specific agencies and organizations
Victim services, advocacy, court accompaniment, case updates, and notifications
24/7 emergency medical responses (at local ERs)
Mobile forensic interview teams for individuals in locations unable to reach an
AAC
Monthly case review meetings with the MDTs
Ongoing training to better serve crime victims with disabilities
Peer review to help forensic interview team members stay up-to-date on
current best practices

At the end of the presentation, audience members will leave with a greater understanding of the
various needs of crime victims with disabilities and how the AACs unique design and
collaborative efforts will ensure equal accessibility to necessary investigative, prosecutorial, and
treatment services when there are allegations of abuse and neglect. People with disabilities who
have been victims of abuse or neglect deserve to have their needs met in a holistic manner and
remain at the center of the investigation and treatment plan.
This session is rated: Adult | Preliminary | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to gain an
understanding of the Adult Advocacy Center model.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
how communities can work together to form a multi-disciplinary team to have a holistic
response with this model.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
how a universal and multi-sensory building design allows for truly inclusive services for
crime victims.
1

Harrell, E. (2017). Crime against persons with disabilities 2009–2015 - Statistical tables. Bureau of
Justice Statistics. https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/capd0915st.pdf
2
Coleman, T. (2013). Statistics on Abuse Should Inform the Legislative
Process. http://disabilityandabuse.org/abuse-statistics.pdf
3
Kendall-Tackett, K. (2002). The health effects of childhood abuse: Four pathways by which abuse can
influence health. Child Abuse Neglect, 26(6–7), 715–729.
4
McGilvery, S. (2018). The Identification and Treatment of Trauma in Individuals with Developmental
Disabilities. Kingston, NY: NADD Press.
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Leigha 소연 Shoup, MS, RA is the Deputy Director of the Adult Advocacy Centers. Leigha holds a
Master’s of Science in Applied Behavior Analysis and Behavior Therapy from Southern Illinois
University, Carbondale, as well as a Bachelor’s of Science in Hearing, Speech, and Language Sciences
from Ohio University. She is a Registered Advocate in the State of Ohio. She has served as the
secretary of the Northwest Ohio Rescue & Restore Coalition, the regional response to human
trafficking. Leigha has over 17 years of experience working with children and adolescents living
with disabilities. She is a state, national, and international presenter on the topics of diversity,
inclusion, and accessibility when working with multi-disciplinary teams to serve survivors of crime.
In July 2018, she co-published Serving Survivors with Disabilities- An Advocate’s Guide. She was the
recipient of the Children Safety Award in Allen County in 2017. Leigha works at the state and
regional levels to review and create best practices that are inclusive and accessible to under-served
populations. Her extensive knowledge of educational and victim advocacy for individuals living
with disabilities propels her to continuously learn and lead in this movement.
Katherine Yoder, CFI, MS is a forensic interviewer and has been an advocate for people with
disabilities for twenty years. She holds a Master's degree in criminal justice from the University of
Cincinnati and a Bachelor's degree in social psychology from Park University. She is the Executive
Director of the Adult Advocacy Centers, which she founded in March 2019.
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FR-MID-07
Preventing Burnout Amongst Mental Health Professionals Working with Sexual Abusers
Lindsey Dinkel, PhD, LCPC
Larned State Hospital
Mental health professionals have the opportunity to impact the lives of vulnerable individuals
whose mental and emotional well-being is impaired. However, these professionals are also at risk
for burnout due to the demands of their professional roles. The topic explored throughout this
workshop is the burnout that can exist amongst these mental health professionals with emphasis
on the professionals who provide services to sexual abusers. The Multidimensional Theory of
Burnout, which encompasses three factors including emotional exhaustion, depersonalization, and
personal accomplishment, suggests complexity exists in the basis of understanding burnout.
Heightened emotional exhaustion, increased depersonalization, and reduced personal
accomplishment can all result from the ongoing demands on mental health professionals working
with sexual abusers. The nature of this population of clients entails behaviors and engagements
influenced by traits associated with personality disorders such as: Antisocial Personality Disorder,
Narcissistic Personality Disorder, or Borderline Personality Disorder. Given the complexity of this
clientele, reducing the ailments of burnout for mental health professionals who provide services to
this population also entails a complex approach of many different types of interventions. Three
preventative factors that have been empirically supported to mitigate burnout include clinical
supervision, self-care, and resilience. However, there are key pieces of these factors that must be
accounted for and considered when applying these preventative approaches to mitigate burnout.
This workshop will expand on the specific qualities that make clinical supervision effective in
reducing burnout ailments outlined in the Multidimensional Theory of Burnout. Additionally,
specific examples of what self-care behaviors look like and what produces optimal outcomes will
also be expanded. Finally, this workshop will highlight how the presence of resilience can also be
maximized to help increase longevity of a mental health professional in the field. The overall goal
for this workshop is to help strengthen the audience’s understanding of how burnout may be
perceived and direct interventions that can be applied to help mitigate risk of burnout when
working with clientele that carry the complexity such as those that have sexually abused.
This session is rated: Adult & Youth | General | Clinical & Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe the
historical research on burnout and describe burnout's impact on the well-being of mental
health professionals.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe the
commonly used breakdown of burnout that encompasses understanding emotional
exhaustion, depersonalization, and reduced personal accomplishment.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to outline the
use and benefits of preventative factors that have been empirically support to reduce the
presence of burnout symptoms.
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Lindsey Dinkel is the Chief Operations Officer and Assistant Superintendent at Larned State
Hospital in Larned, Kansas which encompasses psychiatric services, state security services, and
sexual predator treatment services. Additionally, she is an Adjunct Instructor for the Criminal
Justice Department at Fort Hays State University and teaches courses that pertain to mental health
and criminal justice. Dr. Dinkel obtained her Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology through Fort Hays
State University followed by obtaining her Master’s Degree in Forensic Psychology at The Chicago
School of Professional Psychology. She later became a Doctor of Philosophy in Psychology through
Northcentral University. Dr. Dinkel is also a Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor in the state of
Kansas and has experience providing therapy services in private practice and child welfare settings
as well as working with sexual predators that have been civilly committed for treatment. Dr.
Dinkel’s current professional role entails emphasis on administration and her research interests
include the topic of burnout and ways to mitigate burnout ailments specifically to those who work
with sexual abusers. She hopes to continue to advance her skillset in administration, help shape and
support the goals of those she teaches, and add to the field of research as it pertains to mental
health.
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FR-MID-08
Culture as a Responsivity Issue: Applying Cultural Humility in Sexual Abuser Treatment
Richard Ramsey, MS, LPC, ATSAF
Events during the past few years, and especially in 2020, have brought cultural, racial, gender,
religious, economic, and ethnic diversity, disparity, and disadvantage into clearer focus on a local,
national, and international level. These events, painful as they were and are, provide an opportunity
and challenge for healthcare providers to reexamine individual, professional and systemic
disadvantages to clients. Providers can benefit clients and themselves by reexamining their lack of
knowledge of clients’ beliefs and life experiences, their possible hidden biases, and their intentional
and unintentional contributions to classism, sexism, racism and homophobia. Over twenty years
ago, Tervalon and Murray-Garcia (1998) introduced the term “Cultural Humility” as a means to
educate and help physicians in their interactions with patients. Cultural humility has since been
adopted and used by many healthcare organizations, including the National Institutes of Health
(NIH). This presentation demonstrates how applying cultural humility in sexual offender treatment
processes can increase responsivity of clients, thereby lowering sexual recidivism risk and
providing additional benefits to clients and providers.
This session is rated: Adult & Youth | Advanced | Clinical & Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
what “Cultural Humility” means and personal, professional and systemic barriers and
challenges.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify key
areas in which cultural humility can enhance treatment responsivity and effectiveness.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe
specific ways to practice and strengthen cultural humility in sexual abuser treatment
processes.
R. Keith Ramsey, MS, LPC, ATSAF, is retired after over 30 years in helping professions with a wide
range of experience in mental health, substance-related disorders, corrections, and civil
commitment fields in the states of New York, Wisconsin, Arizona, Florida, North Carolina and South
Carolina. He has worked with diverse populations including adults with mental illness, serious
mental illness (SMI), intellectual disability (ID) and other significant cognitive impairments,
children with emotional disturbance and their families, adults with substance-related disorders,
female and male victims of trauma, adolescent and adult males that committed sexual offenses, and
men that committed domestic abuse. He has developed programs, facilitated trainings, and
provided supervision and clinical care in multiple settings including community mental health and
substance use disorder facilities, corrections facilities, civil commitment centers, psychiatric
hospitals, forensic hospitals, community therapeutic group homes for juveniles, and a managed care
company providing mental health and substance-related services to plan members. He has
provided trainings in Trauma Informed Care (TIC), Motivational Interviewing (MI), Dialectical
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Behavior Therapy (DBT), Mindfulness Training, sexual offense specific assessment and treatment,
and assessment and treatment of men with disabilities and sexual offenses. He has served as a
consultant for community care organizations treating people with disabilities. He is a member of
the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers (ATSA) and has been recognized as an ATSA
Fellow.
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FR-MID-09

Bestiality with SVP Offenders and CEM Offenders

Bestiality Among Sexually Violent Predators
Brian Holoyda, MD, MPH, MBA
Martinez Detention Facility
Bestiality, or sexual contact between humans and nonhuman animals, is a poorly
understood sexual behavior. There is limited scientific research on the prevalence of bestiality, the
reasons why people engage in sex with animals, and the risk that such individuals pose for future
nonsexual and sexual interpersonal violence. Kinsey and colleagues’ early study of the behavior
suggested that bestiality was relatively common, with up to 8 percent of men in the United States
engaging in sex with an animal at least once. This number grew to 40 to 50 percent when
considering farm-raised boys. More recent studies among offenders, including incarcerated
offenders and forensically committed sexual offenders, have identified much lower lifetime
prevalence rates of bestiality. Research into the violence risk posed by individuals who engage in
bestiality is limited but suggests that bestiality may represent a risk factor for future interpersonal
violence.
This study describes the history of bestiality in all individuals committed as sexually violent
predators (SVPs) in the state of Virginia between the years 2003 and 2017. Data were collected as
part of an ongoing project of the state’s Office of the Attorney General (OAG). Legal interns from the
OAG reviewed reports of SVP evaluators and maintained a database of committed SVPs and their
demographic information, commitment offenses, criminal histories, history of childhood sexual
victimization, and other atypical sexual behaviors. Differences between SVPs with a history of
bestiality and those without such a history were identified using chi-square analysis and Fisher
exact test. It was hypothesized that the prevalence rate of bestiality in committed SVPs would be
greater than rates identified in other populations and that SVPs with a history of bestiality would be
more likely to have engaged in nonsexual abuse of animals than those without.
Of 1248 SVPs, 33 (2.6%) had a history of bestiality. Demographically, SVPs with a history of
bestiality were significantly more likely to be Caucasian (P < .0001) and victims of childhood sexual
abuse (P < .005); they did not differ in terms of their marital status and commitment offense.
Historically, they were more likely to have engaged in nonsexual animal abuse (P < .0001). In terms
of other problematic sexual behaviors, SVPs with a history of bestiality were more likely to engage
in necrophilic acts (P < 0.001) and child sexual abuse (P < 0.005). The most common animal victims
reported were dogs, however some SVPs reported having sex with cats, pigs, deer, and other
animals.
The identified lifetime bestiality prevalence of 2.6 percent is low compared to other
published findings, suggesting that offenders may have intentionally minimized their history of
atypical sexual behavior. The relationship between childhood sexual victimization and bestiality
has not previously been reported in the literature and indicates that SVPs who have experienced
sexual victimization in childhood may later engage in sex with animals, possibly because animals
are less threatening than human partners or as a means of engaging in animal abuse. That SVPs
with a history of bestiality are more likely to report committing child sexual abuse is consistent
with Abel’s research demonstrating that bestiality is the single strongest predictor of CSA. Similarly,
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the finding that SVPs with a history of bestiality are more likely to engage in nonsexual animal
abuse is consistent with previous research indicating that bestiality represents one form of animal
abuse among many others in which offenders engage. Though limited by a chart review
methodology and the possibility of offender underreporting during SVP evaluations, this study
identifies the prevalence of bestiality and associated historical and sexual violence risk variables in
all SVPs committed in Virginia up until 2017. Further research is necessary to characterize human–
animal sexual interactions in SVPs and other populations.
This paper is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Research

Learning Goals:
• Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the current body of literature pertaining to the prevalence of bestiality among various
populations, including sexual offenders.
• Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to delineate the
history of bestiality and other atypical sexual behaviors in all sexually violent predators
(SVPs) committed in the state of Virginia between the years 2003 and 2017.
• Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
differences in sexual violence risk factors between SVPs with a history of bestiality and
those without.

Brian Holoyda, MD, MPH, MBA completed his undergraduate, medical, and public health
education at Northwestern University in Chicago, Illinois. He completed general psychiatry
residency, forensic psychiatry fellowship, and business school at UC Davis Medical Center in
Sacramento, California. Dr. Holoyda is a board-certified forensic psychiatrist in Portland, Oregon.
He currently provides clinical care to inmates at a jail in the Bay Area of California. Dr. Holoyda
conducts many types of forensic psychiatric evaluations, including sexual violence risk assessments
and sexually violent predator evaluations. Dr. Holoyda’s research interests include paraphilic
disorders, group belief and behavior, and psychedelics as novel psychotherapeutic agents.
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Examining Depictions of Bestiality in Canadian Child Exploitation Materials
Alexandra M. Zidenberg, MA
Brandon Sparks
Emma Raichuk
University of Saskatchewan

Introduction: As animal sexual abuse is scantly studied (Beetz, 2004) or reported by veterinary
medication professionals (Acutt et al., 2015; Arkow, 2015), it is important to understand which
cases of sexual abuse against animals rise to the level of meriting a report to the authorities and
subsequent adjudication. Previous research has indicated that there may be a link between those
individuals who view child pornography and those that view pornography including acts of
bestiality (Carr, 2004; Edwards, 2019; Seto & Eke, 2015). In fact, a recent influential piece of
Canadian case law, R. v. DLW (2016), involved the production of child pornography featuring the
step-daughter and the family dog of the offender. This case sparked an interest in the definition of
bestiality in Canadian law and caused legal and social science researchers to question the link
between bestiality offences and other crimes (Canadian Centre for Child Protection Inc., 2018).
Thus, this presentation will examine Canadian cases involving child pornography with elements of
bestiality in order to better understand individuals who commit crimes against vulnerable parties,
namely children and animals.
Methods: A review of all cases available in the CanLii database up to December, 2019, involving
child pornography with elements of bestiality was performed by the authors. This research builds
upon a report prepared by The Canadian Centre for Child Protections (C3P; 2018) that examined
cases involving sexual offences against animals up to 2017.

Results: Results indicate that there were over 50 cases mentioned by the Canadian courts that
included collections of sexual abuse case materials with bestiality elements between 1995 and
2019. These cases involved still images and videos of children engaged in sexual acts with animals.
The majority of cases which included enough information to identify the act depicted in the child
exploitation material were acts of oral sex, followed by other non-penetrative and penetrative acts.
In addition to these collections of child exploitation materials, offenders used pornography
involving acts of bestiality to groom their child victims. There were also several instances where
animals were used to produce child pornography for personal use or distribution. Overwhelmingly,
when a specific animal was mentioned in the case law reports, it was a dog often owned by the
offender or the family of the child.
Discussion: The results of this research aids in our understanding of individuals who commit
sexual crimes against vulnerable parties, namely children and animals. These results add to the
very limited research examining the link between child pornography and bestiality and, more
broadly, bestiality in general. Implications for prevention, education, and research will be
discussed.
This paper is rated: Adult & Youth | Intermediate | Research
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Learning Goals:
• Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify the
link between those individuals who sexually exploit children and those who exploit animals.
• Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to discuss
individuals who offend sexually against animals and to breakdown some of the taboos
surrounding the topic.
• Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe
cases involving sexual exploitation materials of children and animals adjudicated in Canada.
Alexandra Zidenberg completed a B.A. (Hons) in Forensic Psychology at The University of Ontario
Institute Technology and an M.A. in Experimental Psychology at Laurentian University. Currently,
she is a PhD student at the University of Saskatchewan in the Applied Social Psychology program
under the supervision of Dr. Mark Olver. Her previous research activities have focused on sexual
aggression, sexual coercion, sexuality, and alcohol facilitated sexual offending. Recently she has
been examining risk factors for the development of concerning sexual behaviour in children under
12 years of age, multiple perpetrator sexual offences, bestiality and zoophilia, and risk assessment.
References
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R v DLW, 2016 SCC 22, [2016] 1 SCR 402 [DLW].
Seto, M. C., & Eke, A. W. (2015). Predicting recidivism among adult male child pornography
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FR-MID-10
Beyond Black Lives Matter:
Exploring Cultural Responsivity with Adolescent Sexual Offending
Elizabeth Evans, BSc
Lisa Bertin-Fabian, MSW, BASc, RSW
Durham Family Court Clinic
There is a plethora of research espousing the health disparities between BIPOC (Black,
Indigenous, People of Colour) and their white counterparts (Farook, 2018). Within the profession of
psychology, attention to culture as a variable in clinical practice was first mentioned at the Vail
Conference of 1973 (Arredondo & Perez, 2006). Since then, Multicultural Guidelines and
Competencies have been infused throughout the profession via guiding bodies such as the
American Psychological Association (APA) and the Canadian Psychological Association (CPA) Social
Determinants of Health are frequently referenced when assessing and treating adolescents who
have engaged in sexually harming behaviour, however, is consideration given for culture and
race/racism as a main determinant? Despite the recognition of the validity of culturally-informed
counselling, there remains a deficit of research examining culturally responsive perspectives. The
generational resilience of the BIPOC community in navigating a system that historically does not
validate their cultural identity or experience of racial trauma, has hidden a significant service gap
that such invalidation has created.
This workshop will identify what a culturally responsive approach is, and give a historical
context for what has led to this approach. What we know about how multicultural responsivity
impacts assessment and treatment for adolescents who have engaged in sexually harming
behaviors and what we don’t know will also be addressed. We will discuss the significance of
implementing this approach at all organizational levels of service. Furthermore, in attempt to
reconnect the system to the BIPOC community, we will discuss applications for engagement,
assessment, and treatment (including reunification) of BIPOC adolescents who engage in sexual
harming behaviours; by exploring the intersectionality of ethnicity, systemic racism and
intergenerational trauma. Finally, we will discuss the deficit of research available, and what
directions to look forward to in the future.
This session is rated: Youth | Intermediate | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should better be able to identify what
a culturally responsive approach is, and the historical context that has led to this approach
including what BIPOC communities have identified as their therapeutic needs and highlight
existing gaps.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should better be able to understand
the significance and relevance of utilizing a culturally responsive approach at all levels of
the organizations, from management to front line clinical team by looking at anecdotal best
practices amongst practitioners already implementing this approach.
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Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should better be able to utilize the
skills, strategies, and culturally responsive applications for the engagement, assessment and
treatment of adolescents who have engaged in sexually abusive behaviours.

References
Arredondo, P., & Perez, P. (2006). Historical perspectives on the multicultural guidelines and
contemporary applications. Professional Psychology: Research and Practice, 37(1), 1–
5. https://doi.org/10.1037/0735-7028.37.1.1.
Farook, M. W. (2018). The state of multicultural counseling competencies research. Psychotherapy
Bulletin, 53, (4), 48-58.
Sue, S., Zane, N., Nagayama Hall, G. C., & Berger, L. K. (2009). The case for cultural competency in
psychotherapeutic interventions. Annual review of psychology, 60, 525 –548.
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.psych.60.110707.163651

Elizabeth Evans, BSc is Community Support Team Counsellor who has worked with at-risk justice
involved youth at Durham Family Court Clinic (DFCC) since 2014, which includes the assessment and
treatment of adolescents who sexually offend.
Elizabeth has co-facilitated the DFCC Support Group for Parents/Caregivers of Adolescents Who
Have Sexually Offended, and presented on treating youth who have engaged in sexually harming
behaviors in the community at ATSA 2018 and the Provincial Human Services Justice Coordinating
Committee Biennial Conference -2017. Elizabeth has attended numerous trainings both locally and
internationally, with leading experts in the field of adolescent sexual offending and grounds her
treatment in current best practices. Elizabeth is an active member of the DFCC’s Together in Action
Committee for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion.
Lisa Bertin-Fabian, MSW, BASc, RSW is a Social Worker, Psychotherapist with the Intensive
Support and Supervision Program (ISSP) at Durham Family Court Clinic (DFCC). Since 2015, Lisa
has been working specifically in providing support and counselling for children engaging in
concerning sexualized behaviours, youth engaging in sexually abusive behaviours, and their
families. She has also facilitated provincial webinar series trainings for service providers working
with adolescents who have engaged in sexually abusive behaviours. Lisa is an active member of
DFCC’s Together in Action Committee for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion and in previous
employment, assisted in founding the Anti-Racism, Anti-Oppression Committee.
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FR-MID-11
Creating and Sustaining a Successful Youth Advisory in High Risk Environments
Sharon Millington, MA
Clifford Sipes
Andrew Monroe, MSW
National Center on the Sexual Behavior of Youth
Over the past decade, youth voice has taken on a large role in improving the quality of therapeutic
services. Despite young people having a seat at the table, many providers still face barriers at
keeping them there and learning to share decision making power. Developing and sustaining youth
voice is a high risk-high reward process that many professionals do not know how to implement
effectively. The National Center of the Sexual Behavior of Youth (NCSBY) that specializes in working
with youth with problematic or illegal sexual behavior created the Youth Partnership Board (YPB).
The YPB serves as the youth voice component of the center. The board is comprised of youth who
completed the treatment program and now help the center develop materials and actively
participate in trainings. Their work is focused on increasing engagement for clinicians, caregivers,
and other youth to better improve outcomes. The development of the board and the sensitive
nature of the topic required facilitators and support staff to evaluate program readiness, long-term
sustainability for the board, and safety planning for potential barriers seen and unforeseen. This
presentation will cover the traditional barriers that many youth advisories face to become
sustainable, unforeseen barriers faced both inside and outside the program that resulted from
sensitive nature of the topic, and finally the personal and professional development of board
members.
This session is rated: Youth | General | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify
identify the benefit that youth voice can have on clinical programs and how it differs from
family and provider voice, especially when dealing with an extremely sensitive topic.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to navigate
sensitive but needed inventions with community partners and stakeholders around the
topic of serving children with problematic sexual behavior.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to improve
trainings and engagement skills by utilizing youth voice responsibly. They will learn about
strategies to developing and fostering youth voice and how these skills are different from
traditional clinical engagement skills.
Sharon “Shel” Millington, MA, is a Licensed Professional Counselor at the University of Oklahoma
Health Sciences Center and the Director of Behavioral Health at the Oklahoma Office of Juvenile
Affairs. She received her Master of Arts in Counseling Psychology from the University of Central
Oklahoma in 2014. Ms. Millington is a trainer in University of Oklahoma Problematic Sexual
Behavior – Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy (PSB-CBT) models for school-age and adolescent,
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providing training to students, as well as state and regional providers. Her clinical experiences
include evidence-based interventions for children with disruptive behavior disorders, children and
adolescents with problematic sexual behavior, and assessment of children prenatally exposed to
drugs and alcohol. Ms. Millington is a lead adviser of our PSB-CBT Youth Partnership Board (YPB),
which is comprised of youth who successfully completed PSB-CBT treatment, those nearing
completion, and those who did not complete the program. The YPB members play a vital role in
informing patient care, patient- centered research, and best practices.
Clifford A. Sipes is currently a youth specialist at the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and
Substance Abuse Services, and also works with The National Center on the Sexual Behavior of
Youth. He served a fulltime church service mission in Long Beach California for two years. He
specializes in getting youth and young adults involved in training the professionals that serve them
such law enforcement, educators, clinical providers, and creating youth advisory groups. He is
Cheyenne with family ties in both Oklahoma and Montana.
Andrew Monroe, LCSW completed his undergraduate studies at Auburn University where he
received a Bachelor of Arts in Social Work. He completed his Master of Social Work at The
University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, AL. Andrew has experience working with and developing
programs for youth with problematic sexual behaviors as well as trauma survivors in urban and
rural settings. He is certified in several evidence-based treatment models, including Trauma
Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (TF-CBT) and Problematic Sexual Behavior Cognitive
Behavioral Therapy (PSB-CBT). Mr. Monroe was an adjunct instructor for the University of
Alabama’s School of Social Work, teaching clinical and human behavior classes. Andrew is currently
a clinician and trainer with the National Center on the Sexual Behavior of Youth (NCSBY) located at
The University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center.
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FR-MID-12
The Use of Child Advocacy Centers and Collaboration to Respond to Child Sexual Abuse
Children With Problematic Sexual Behavior:
Recommendations for the MDT and CAC Response
Jimmy Widdifield, Jr, MA, LPC
Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth
Jerri Sites, MA
Child Protection Concepts, LLC
Cases of children ages 12 and younger with problematic sexual behavior (PSB) can present a
myriad of challenges for multidisciplinary teams (MDTs) and Children’s Advocacy Centers (CACs).
Fortunately, the MDT approach and the CAC model are ideal vehicles for development and
implementation of an integrated and comprehensive systems approach to cases of children with
PSB, recipient children, and their families. This course will review recommendations designed to
guide and support MDTs and CACs to enhance current practices, improve professional response,
and promote positive outcomes for children with PSB, children impacted by the PSB, and their
families. (Co-presented by Jimmy Widdifield, Jr, LPC and Jerri Sites, MA)
This paper is rated: Children | Intermediate | Clinical & Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able identify four
areas in which multidisciplinary teams and Children's Advocacy Centers can enhance
professional response to children with problematic sexual behavior and their families.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to know basic
strategies for how multidisciplinary teams and Children's Advocacy Centers can enhance
engagement of families with children with problematic sexual behavior in the
multidisciplinary team process and effective services.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to know how to
use key information from assessment and treatment in a way that supports an integrated
response to cases of children with problematic sexual behavior.
Jimmy Widdifield, Jr., LPC, is the Freestanding Multidisciplinary Teams (FSMDT) Program
Manager at the Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth in Oklahoma City, OK. He is
responsible for supporting and monitoring more than 35 FSMDTs in Oklahoma (according to the
statute and administrative rules), as well as coordinating, providing training, and technical
assistance, on multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary issues in child maltreatment to MDT members
and professionals. He was formerly the Training Director for the University of Oklahoma
Problematic Sexual Behavior Training/Technical Assistance Program and the National Center on
the Sexual Behavior of Youth. He has extensive experience planning and providing
training/technical assistance and presenting locally, nationally, and internationally, to professionals
in child protection services, foster care, juvenile justice, law enforcement, schools, mental health
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agencies, and to the general community on the research and treatment of youth with problematic
sexual behavior. Mr. Widdifield is a Licensed Professional Counselor who has trained in several
evidence-based treatments that address the impact of child maltreatment and trauma. He is also a
graduate of the Interdisciplinary Training Program in Child Abuse and Neglect at the University of
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center.
Jerri Sites, MA, is a training consultant with 28 years of experience working in the field of child
abuse investigations. She has conducted over 2100 Forensic Interviews and has testified numerous
times as an expert witness. Jerri co-authored “The Child Abuse Investigative Field Guide” published
in 2015 and as a former Regional Training Specialist for the Southern Regional Children’s Advocacy
Center authored “Research to Practice” publications. She specializes in “MDT Response”
presentations on specific topics to include: Recantation, Children with Problem Sexual Behaviors,
Identifying Corroborative Evidence in the Forensic Interview, Conducting Minimal Facts Interviews,
and the Trauma-Informed MDT.

CAC and Offender Providers Collaborating to Improve Care: A New Reality
Doyle Pruitt, PhD, LCSW-R
Private Practice
Sexual violence is recognized as a substantial public health issue that produces considerable
costs for health care, the criminal justice system, and social services (Dopp, Borduin, Rothman, &
Letourneau, 2017). Approximately one third of all sexual offenses against minors is due to illegal
sexual behaviors by youths (Dopp et al., 2017). Youth who are involved with the criminal justice
system have alarmingly high rates of mental health symptoms and related behavioral problems
(O’Hara et al., 2019). Risks that are associated with the combination of mental health symptoms and
criminal justice involvement translates into youth being caught up in the cycle of community-based
interventions, detention centers, and probation (O’Hara et al., 2019).
Victims of child sexual abuse also often endure prolonged involvement with human service
providers (Mulvihill, 2005) given the multitude of symptoms they express during and post-abuse.
While service collaboration is not as fragmented as it is for the youth who caused the harm,
improvement is always possible. Child advocacy centers (CAC) serve as a resource for children who
are either in the initial stages of disclosure or post-disclosure (Herbert, Walsh, & Bromfield, 2018).
CACs have a long standing history of facilitating multi-disciplinary teams (MDT) during the
investigation phase of a case (Herbert & Bromfield, 2016). Increasingly, CACs are providing services
to child victims and their family post-disclosure in the form of case advocacy and psychotherapy
(Wherry, Huey, & Medford, 2015).
The collaboration of professionals such as law enforcement, probation officers, offender’s
therapist, victim’s therapist, school counselor, and psychiatrist, known as a multi-disciplinary team
(MDT), has been found to be an effective treatment approach for individuals facing a range of
mental and physical health issues (Brandes & Cheung, 2009). MDT’s consist of staff with varying
educational and professional experiences that bring together diverse perspectives, skills, and
expertise (Kutash et al., 2013), leading to the most efficient and effective care possible (Haines,
Perkins, Evans, & Mccabe, 2018). The purpose of a MDT with a youth who caused sexual harm is to
disrupt the potential trajectory from ongoing sexual (and general) offending, increase the
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effectiveness of treatment, reduce public health costs, and (when applicable) increase the likelihood
of successful reunification with their family (Russel, 2014; Brandes and Cheung, 2009).
To achieve these aims, MDTs need to manage and treat any underlying mental health
concerns, factors associated with risk of recidivism, promote and ensure a safe return to the
community, and aid in safe reunification (Haines et al., 2018). The collaboration of agencies
working with the youth offender is believed to bridge service gaps, as well as offer clients more
services (Russel, 2014; Okamoto, 2001). Furthermore, interagency collaboration makes meeting
legal mandates and clinical expectations easier and more likely (Okamoto, 2001).
This presentation will share a model developed by a local CAC and two partnering
psychotherapists that builds interdisciplinary collaboration amongst professionals working with
victims and juvenile perpetrators of sexual abuse. The model is comprised of three components: (1)
three MDTs, (2) continued education workshops, and (3) clinical supervision. This presentation will
discuss preparatory work for the model’s implementation, a community needs assessment,
community engagement, interdisciplinary partnerships, and the structure, focus , and design of the
program.
This paper is rated: Youth | General | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify the
steps in developing community partnerships aimed at improving collaboration between
child victim and juvenile offender providers.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to explain the
purpose and roles of various members of a multi-disciplinary team.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to articulate
how three distinct MDTs focused on child sexual abuse can work together to improve
treatment outcomes.
Dr. Pruitt is a licensed clinical social worker with 19 years experience in working with children and
families, specializing in interpersonal trauma and youth who cause sexual harm. She serves her
local county as an evaluator of adults and juveniles involved in criminal and family court and as a
consultant to the Child Advocacy Center of the Finger Lakes. Her work on trauma and youth who
cause sexual harm has been published in a number of forums and presented at a local, national, and
international level, including NYS-ATSA, ATSA, and IATSO.
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FR-PM-02
Exploring the Frontiers of Risk, Protective Factors, and Responsivity
Symposium Chair: Neil R. Hogan, PhD, R Psych
Integrated Threat and Risk Assessment Centre & University of Saskatchewan
Much of the research and professional literature related to sexual offending risk focuses on longestablished principles and paradigms. For example, second-generation actuarial risk assessment
tools that capture static and historical factors may be used to allocate interventions and to guide
criminal justice responses with greater efficacy than unstructured professional judgements. As
such, researchers and clinicians alike often explore whether and how established tools may be
applied to different populations and jurisdictions. Using well-established paradigms, such research
can provide valuable practical data. However, there are also professional and academic voices
calling for the exploration of less well-traveled and novel avenues of study. While they have
received less research attention than the predictive validity of actuarial risk measures, topics
related to psychologically meaningful or dynamic risk factors, protective factors, and specific
responsivity considerations carry a significant potential to inform efforts to reduce and prevent
sexual offending. The diverse presentations comprising this symposium each endeavour to explore
relatively new or under-examined domains.
The first presentation provides a critical examination the precision and construct validity of the
new five-level system of risk communication, as applied to the Static-99R and VRS-SO, among a
diverse multi-site sample of persons who have sexually offended. The second presentation
examines associations between psychopathy, protective factors, and pre-post changes therein, as
well as recidivism, among a correctional population. The third presentation addresses problems in
psychosocial functioning that may reflect specific risk and responsivity concerns, among a
community sample of minor attracted individuals.
This session is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Clinical & Research

Common Language:
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Consistency and Construct Validity of the Five-Level System for Risk Communication
Neil R. Hogan, PhD, RPsych (Alberta)
Integrated Threat and Risk Assessment Centre & University of Saskatchewan
Mark E. Olver, PhD, RD Psych
University of Saskatchewan
This presentation examines the Council of State Governments’ five-level system for risk
communication, as applied to the Static-99R and Violence Risk Scale – Sexual Offence Version (VRSSO). Aims of the five-level system include increasing precision and consistency in risk
communication, and linking the results of risk instruments to psychologically meaningful, or
dynamic, risk factors. We evaluated the extent to which these aims may be achieved, by assessing
the concordance between risk levels assigned by the two instruments, and by the exploring the
distributions of VRS-SO dynamic needs associated with Static-99R risk-level assignments. Data
were obtained from a multisite sample (n = 1302) of persons who have sexually offended. The
results suggested that discrepant categorical risk ratings remain a concern with the five-level
system, and that densities of criminogenic needs may vary widely among those assigned the same
risk level by the Static-99R. These findings may guide further clinical and research applications of
the five-level system.
Learning Goals
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe the
reliability, or inter-tool concordance, of categorical risk labels assigned using the five-level
system for risk communication.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to summarize the
construct validity of categorical risk levels assigned by the Static-99R, based on associated
levels of psychologically meaningful risk factors.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to inform clinical
decisions regarding best practices in allocating resources and communicating risk for sexual
recidivism.

Psychopathy and Protective Factor Change:
Associations with Recidivism and Sexual Offense Treatment Outcome
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Emily Riemer, BA (Hons)
Mark E. Olver, PhD, RD Psych
University of Saskatchewan
Psychopathy is characterized by a constellation of problematic interpersonal, affective, and
behavioral features that often present as resistant to treatment and bode poorly for reintegration
success. In addition to generally being at higher risk for most adverse correctional outcomes,
research has demonstrated high psychopathy men to also have fewer protective factors and
resiliencies than lower psychopathy individuals. Recent research has given some room for cautious
optimism, however, suggesting evidence informed correctional programs (i.e., adhering to risk,
need, and responsivity) to be associated with treatment retention and decreased recidivism. Recent
work from a high intensity sexual violence reduction program has also demonstrated significant
improvements in protective factors from pre to posttreatment, even among high psychopathy men,
and that baseline psychopathic features in general bore little association to changes in protective
factors. The current study builds on this previous work, with an expanded sample of over 400
convicted men who attended the Clearwater Sex Offender Program in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan,
rated on the Psychopathy Checklist-Revised (PCL-R) and the Structured Assessment of Protective
Factors (SAPROF) and followed up in the community 10 years post release. Associations between
psychopathy, protective factors, and pre-post changes therein are examined in relation to sexual,
violent and general recidivism outcomes. The role and relevance of protective factors in sexual
violence risk assessment and management, particularly as a function of psychopathy, is discussed.
Learning Goals
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to review the
association of psychopathy and protective factors to recidivism.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to present
appropriate targets of treatment that integrate protective factors within a responsivity
framework to encourage recidivism reduction post-release.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to summarize the
data on profiles of protective factors among high psychopathy men who have sexually
offended and their associations with recidivism.

Psychosocial Functioning in Pedohebephilia: The Role of Stigma-Related Stressors
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Desiree L. Elchuk, B. Sc., B.A. (Hons)
University of Saskatchewan
Interpersonal relationships are an integral part of the human experience and are beneficial to
psychological functioning and overall wellbeing. However, pedohebephilic individuals, also known
as minor attracted persons (MAPs), may struggle with social relationships due to their attraction to
children. Previous research has found that stigma-related stressors can impede interpersonal
functioning and decrease mental health. Despite increasing research examining MAP experiences
much is unknown about MAP interpersonal relationships and the resulting effects on their
psychological wellbeing. The present study aims to fill the gap in the literature by examining the
interrelations of mental health, suicidality, and loneliness with facets of stigma-related stress, such
as support from family and friends, disclosure and degree of outness, and internalized pedophobia.
This study builds on the author’s previous work by updating and expanding the sample, examining
novel research questions, and conducting additional analyses. Data from 204 participants with
minor attractions were collected online for the present study. Stigma-related stressors were
generally found to have positive relationships with psychological distress, suicidality, and
loneliness. Loneliness mediated for the relationship between stigma-related stress and
psychological distress and suicidality, suggesting these stressors may influence well-being via
negative effects on interpersonal functioning. The implications and future directions of this
research will be discussed.
Learning Goals
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand how
stigma-related stressors are associated with mental health, suicidality, and loneliness in an
online sample of MAPs.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to help inform
strategies for MAPs to maintain positive mental health.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to inform ways to
provide support to MAPs.

Neil R. Hogan, PhD received his doctorate in clinical psychology from the University of
Saskatchewan and completed his residency with the Correctional Service of Canada, in Kingston,
Ontario. He is a Registered Psychologist (Alberta) and the Program Coordinator/Forensic
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Psychologist with the Integrated Threat and Risk Assessment Centre (ITRAC) in Edmonton, Alberta,
as well as a professional affiliate of the University of Saskatchewan. He has experience conducting
court-ordered forensic mental health assessments (i.e., risk, psychosexual, and mental health
evaluations), group treatment for persons who have sexually offended, and research/program
evaluation related to sexual offending. Dr. Hogan serves as an ad-hoc reviewer for several journals,
and has published articles in the areas of violence risk assessment, dynamic risk factors, and factors
impacting the community reintegration of persons who have sexually offended.
(Author) Mark E. Olver PhD is Professor and Registered Doctoral Psychologist (Saskatchewan) at
the University of Saskatchewan, where he is involved in program administration, graduate and
undergraduate teaching, research, and clinical training. Prior to his academic appointment, Mark
worked as a clinical psychologist in various capacities, including providing assessment, treatment,
and consultation services to young offenders in the Saskatoon Health Region and with adult federal
offenders in the Correctional Service of Canada. Mark’s research interests include offender risk
assessment and treatment, young offenders, psychopathy, and the evaluation of therapeutic change.
He is the co-developer of the Violence Risk Scale-Sexual Offense version (VRS-SO) and he provides
training and consultation services internationally in the assessment and treatment of sexual,
violent, and psychopathic persons.
Emily Riemer. Emily completed her Bachelor of Arts and Science, Honours degree at the University
of Saskatchewan in the spring of 2019. During her undergraduate career she was introduced to
forensic psychology through Dr. Olver in a research position for the current study, as well as the
previous research that informed her Honours Thesis. Through this position she has gained
experience in file-based assessment of risk and protective factors and cultivated an interest in
assessment, psychopathy, recidivism, RNR-based treatment efficacy, and protective factors. She is
currently continuing to build on this research at the Regional Psychiatric Facility in Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan.
Desiree L. Elchuk, B. Sc., B.A. (Hons) completed her Bachelor of Arts, Honours degree with High
Honours in Psychology at the University of Saskatchewan. While completing her Honours she became
involved in research on sexual violence and psychopathy at a federal correctional facility gaining
experience with file-based assessment which she continued after graduation. More recently, Desiree
has been involved in reviewing archival treatment files from domestic violence groups and gaining
additional experience with file-based assessments. Desiree’s research interests include
psychopathology, pedophilia, mental health of individuals with pedohebephilia, prevention of sexual
offending against children, and general sex research.
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FR-PM-03
Fostering Resilience and Connection: Bridging Restorative Justice and Clinical Practice
Alexa Sardina, PhD
California State University Sacramento
Alissa R. Ackerman, PhD
California State University Fullerton
Kevin Lynch
Healing from intimate harm requires connection to others through difficult conversations.1
Restorative justice offers a unique pathway for addressing the needs expressed by survivors of
sexual violence. It offers opportunities for those who have sexually harmed others to fully own and
accept responsibility for their acts while allowing for creative accountability measures to meet the
individual survivors’ needs. Vicarious restorative justice is an alternative model of restorative
justice that brings people who have been harmed together with those who have harmed. However,
these individuals are not parties to the same acts of sexual harm. T
This workshop is led by two sexual violence survivors who are experts in restorative justice and a
person that has perpetrated sexual harm. Together we co-founded Ampersands Restorative Justice,
an organization dedicated to restorative justice options in cases of sexual harm. Participants will
learn from our unique insights in this experiential, practical session dedicated to teaching the
fundamentals of restorative justice and vicarious restorative justice in cases of sexual harm. Specific
attention will be given to using vicarious restorative practices in clinical settings.
This session is rated: Adult | General | Clinical & Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to define core
restorative justice concepts related to responsibility, accountability, and amends.
 Upon completion of this education activity, learners should be better able to describe how
restorative and vicarious restorative justice processes are uniquely suited to addressing
sexual harm.
 Upon completion of the educational activity, learners should be better able to assess
individuals and groups for participation readiness and implement basic restorative
techniques into clinical practice.




1

Resources
Ackerman, A. (2018). The Importance of Connection. TEDx Talk
Ackerman, A. & Levenson, J. (2019). Healing from Sexual Violence: The Case for Vicarious
Restorative Justice

Ackerman, A. R. (2018, October). The Importance of Connection. TEDx Long Beach, California State University, Longbeach.
https://www.ted.com/talks/alissa_r_ackerman_the_importance_of_connection
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Alexa Sardina, PhD is an Assistant Professor in the Division of Criminal Justice at California State
University, Sacramento. Her scholarship focuses on female-perpetrated sexual violence, and how
restorative processes can be used to address acts of sexual harm. In 2013, she was awarded the
Pre-Doctoral Research Grant from the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers (ATSA).
Dr. Sardina has written and presented on research that combines her experience as an expert on
sexual violence and rape survivor to encourage the perspective of “survivor scholars”. She hopes
this will bring an important insight to sex crimes policy, treatment and healing, and aid in
communal sexual violence prevention efforts.
She has published several book chapters and peer-reviewed articles on topics related to sexual
violence and has presented at more than 20 academic conferences on her research. Most recently,
she and Dr. Ackerman presented their work titled “Vicarious Restorative Justice, Survivor Scholars,
and Sexual Harm” at the Restorative Justice World Conference in August of 2020.
She was a co-founder of the It Happened to Alexa Foundation, a non-profit organization which
provided survivors of sexual assault and rape who choose to testify in criminal proceedings with
financial, emotional, and advocacy assistance to do so. As a result of this work, Dr. Sardina was
awarded the Western New York Women’s Bar Association Award in 2016.
With Dr. Ackerman, she hosts the popular podcast, Beyond Fear: The Sex Crimes Podcast.
Alissa R. Ackerman, PhD is an Assistant Professor in the Division of Politics, Administration and
Justice at California State University, Fullerton.
She has dedicated her career to studying sex crimes policy and practice, the etiology of sexual
offending, the effects of sexual victimization, and, more recently, restorative justice options for
those impacted by sexual harm. She is a “survivor scholar”, in that she integrates her personal
experience with sexual violence with her professional expertise as a sex crimes researcher.
She facilitates restorative justice cases and trains future restorative justice practitioners. She has
worked with over 500 men and women who have perpetrated acts of sexual harm using vicarious
restorative justice.
She has written extensively on topics related to sexual violence in blogs and magazine articles and
has published over 35 peer-reviewed journal articles. She has authored or edited six books and
recently served as co-editor on a special edition of the Journal of Sexual Abuse. Her most recent
book, Healing from Sexual Violence: The Case for Vicarious Restorative Justice, co-authored with Dr.
Jill Levenson, was published in 2019.
Dr. Ackerman has worked across North America, Australia, and New Zealand. She has given over
fifty national and international talks on her sex crimes work including a TED Talk on The
Importance of Connection.
With Dr. Sardina, she hosts the popular podcast, Beyond Fear: The Sex Crimes Podcast.
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Kevin Lynch is a nationally recognized author, speaker, advisor, and leader in the realms of social
enterprise, non-profit management and the arts.
In 2016, just after the release of the infamous Access Hollywood tapes, he penned a column in the
Huffington Post, titled Just Like Trump, in which he described his personal history of victimizing
women, with the hope of starting a dialogue among men to take responsibility and accountability
for acts of sexual harm. This marked the beginning of a journey that led him to undergo a
restorative justice process, wherein he became acquainted with Drs. Ackerman and Sardina, and
eventually began working with them to advance restorative justice as means of healing and
preventing sexual harm.
Lynch holds his B.S. in Business from Saint John’s University. After starting and selling a direct mail
business in college, he worked from 1980 to 2001 in the advertising industry, the last 14 years as
founder and principal of Lynch Jarvis Jones, the first social enterprise ad agency, whose mission
was to create positive social change through the power of advertising and marketing.
From 2003 to 2011 he was President of Rebuild Resources, Inc., a nationally recognized non-profit
social enterprise in St. Paul, Minnesota that exclusively employed recovering ex-offenders.
Lynch served Social Enterprise Alliance (SEA), the membership association for the social enterprise
sector in North America, since 2006, first as a Board member, then as President & CEO from 2011
through 2015, and mostly recently as CEO Emeritus.
With Julius Walls, Jr., he wrote Mission, Inc., The Practitioner's Guide To Social Enterprise (2009), a
popular, practical book that focuses on the day-to-day challenges and opportunities faced by social
enterprise practitioners. He has keynoted across the United States and on five continents and is a
blogger on the popular Huffington Post blog.
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FR-PM-04
An Interpersonal Treatment Approach to High Psychopathy Using Group
Jerry L. Jennings, PhD
Eleanor Schupick, MA
Erica Reische, MA
Liberty Healthcare Corporation
Contrary to their reputation for manipulation, deceit, and antagonistic anti-social behavior, this
pilot study of relationship-focused group therapy found that high psychopathy subjects (PCL-R
scores >30) showed (1) significant improvements in secure attachment and (2) consistently rated
their group experience as more positive than their low and medium psychopathy peers. Item
analysis showed a unique pattern of elevated concern with social acceptance and connection for
high psychopathy subjects, who also perceived a more positive experience of group therapeutic
climate in every month of the study compared to their non-psychopathic peers. Based on the
results, and augmented by the first-hand observations from the group therapists, the presenters
hypothesize that psychopathy may be an interpersonal disorder, rooted in ostracism, and that
group therapy which emphasizes interpersonal relating (rather than a focus on criminogenic issues
and offense behavior) can be effective in promoting prosocial values and attitudes for sex offenders
with high psychopathy.
Goals/Objectives:
It is commonly presumed that men who are high in psychopathy respond poorly to treatment,
largely due to their deceptiveness and inability to form a therapeutic alliance. When the
psychopathy treatment literature is evaluated in terms of treatment responsiveness measures
rather than recidivism alone, however, the research suggests that high psychopathy can do well
in treatment. Moreover, there are several exemplary studies that have used at least six months of
sex offense-specific group therapy for men high in psychopathy, which demonstrate a positive
response to treatment. The presenters describe the results of a pilot study that emphasized
interpersonal relating in group therapy as the primary focus of treatment. Quantitative analysis
of group therapeutic climate data and attachment style scores are presented along with
qualitative descriptions of the high psychopathy subjects in the group experience.
This session is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe
the differences between treatment responsiveness of high psychopathy as measured by
recidivism and as measured by treatment response variables.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe
how interpersonally focused group therapy can augment traditional CBT offense-focused
group treatment with high psychopathy.
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Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe a
hypothesized theory of ostracism as a possible rationale for why individuals with high
psychopathy may show positive responsiveness to group-centered group therapy.

References
Jennings, J. and Jumper, S. (2020, in press). Group therapy interventions and psychopathy: An
interpersonal perspective. Chapter in J. Vitale (Ed.). Complexity of Psychopathy. New York:
Springer.
Maner, J., DeWall, C., Baumeister, R. & Schaller, M. (2007). Does social exclusion motivate
interpersonal reconnection? Resolving the ‘‘porcupine problem.’’ Journal of Personality and
Social Psychology, 92, 42–55.
Sawyer, S. and Jennings, J. (2016). Group Therapy with Sexual Abusers: Engaging the Full Potential of
the Group Experience. Brandon, VT: Safer Society Press.
Sawyer, S. and Jennings, J. (2014). Facilitating group-centered treatment groups for sex offenders.
In M. Carich and S. Mussack (Eds.), The Safer Society Handbook of Sexual Abuser Assessment
and Treatment. Brandon, VT: Safer Society Press, pp. 125-150.
Williams, K. & Nida, S. (2011). Ostracism: Consequences and coping. Current Directions in
Psychological Science, 20(2), 71-75.

Jerry L. Jennings, PhD, ATSAF, is Vice President of Clinical Services for Liberty Healthcare
Corporation and ATSA Fellow since 2018. He has published over 50 journal articles, chapters and
books on topics that include clinical and forensic psychology, domestic violence, group therapy, and
treatment of adult and adolescent sex offenders. Dr. Jennings coauthored the first book devoted
entirely to the topic of Group Therapy with Sexual Abusers (2016), as well as client workbooks titled
Responsibility and Self-Management (2007) and The Mindfulness Toolkit (2014). He has published
three articles in Sexual Abuse, including a co-authored review of the empirical and clinical research
specific to group therapy with sexual abusers and the status of evidence-based practices in this
field. Dr. Jennings has conducted workshops and presented on topics related to sex offender
treatment at many conferences, including ATSA, NOTA, ILATSA, MARATSA, AGPA, MATSA/MASOC,
NYATSA, and NAPN, as well as trainings for correctional/forensic audiences in Indiana, Alaska,
Illinois and Virginia. He has been a member of ATSA since 1999.
Erica Reische, MA, LSOTP, is a Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor with over 13 years of
clinical experience in providing assessments, individual and group counseling, and crisis
intervention with adults and youth with severe mental illness. She has served as a clinical
supervisor for outpatient, residential and substance abuse counselors. She is a Licensed Sex
Offender Treatment Provider and member of ATSA. She currently provides individual and group
treatment services to civilly committed men who sexually offend at the Illinois Treatment and
Detention Center. She earned her Masters degree in counseling from the University of Illinois at
Springfield. She is a recipient of the John C. Mitchell Endowed Scholarship Award, the Outstanding
Comprehensive Examination Award, and a core values award from the Mental Health Centers of
Western Illinois.
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Eleanor Schupick, MA, LMHC, CADC, LASOTP, has 28 years of clinical experience in mental health
and substance abuse, including more than four years in the field of sexual abuse. She is a Licensed
Associate Sex Offender Treatment Provider and member of ATSA. She formerly provided individual
and group treatment, assessments, and related services to civilly committed men who have sexually
offended at the Illinois Treatment and Detention Center. She earned her Masters degree in
counseling from the University of Iowa. She is a Certified Telemental Health Provider (CTMH) and
Certified Clinical Trauma Professional (CCTP-II).

Friday Table of Contents

OUR NEW REALITY: RESILIENCE & RECONNECTION
2021 ATSA Conference | Friday October 1 | 2:30 PM – 4:00 PM
FR-PM-05
Development and Evaluation of Anonymous and Non-Anonymous Secondary Prevention
Services in Canada
Ainslie Heasman, PhD, CPsych
Skye Stephens, PhD, RPsych
Ian McPhail, PhD
Cory Gerritsen, PhD, CPsych
Child sexual abuse (CSA) is a significant public health issue, with vast mental health,
physical health, financial, societal, and personal consequences (e.g., Letourneau, 2018;). Children
are overrepresented as victims of sexual abuse given 58% of police-reported sexual assaults
involve a victim under age 18 (Cotter, & Beaupré, 2014). Further, online child sexual exploitation
has increased, as rates of reported incidents of child pornography in 2016 was 233% higher than
was reported in 2006 (Keighley, 2017). Much of the societal response to CSA comes after an
offence has occurred; however, there has been an increased effort to deliver effective programs that
can prevent CSA from occurring in the first place.
One area of prevention that has not been adequately developed in Canada is secondary
prevention programming. Secondary prevention efforts are aimed at populations at-risk to sexually
abuse children or access child sexual exploitation material. One such population are individuals
with sexual interest in prepubescent and/or pubescent children, as this is a main risk factor for
committing sexual offences against children (Seto, 2018). Given approximately 40-50% of
individuals who commit a sexual offence against a child do not have sexual interest in children,
there are additional factors that contribute to this type of offending, including impulsivity,
substance misuse, and sexual preoccupation (Seto, 2018) in need of intervention. Holistic CSA
perpetration prevention programs should target both individuals who are concerned about their
risk because of sexual interest in children and other individuals who may be concerned about their
risk towards children for reasons other than a sexual interest in children.
This workshop will detail the development and planned evaluation of Canada’s first
federally funded project to create a secondary perpetration prevention program, housed within a
public health hospital as well as within a private practice setting. We will discuss all phases of the
project to date, including the development, implementation, and planned evaluation of a website
and anonymous help and chat line as well as assessment and therapeutic intervention with
individuals who no longer wish to remain anonymous. There will be careful attention paid to the
development of these services in an environment where mandatory reporting laws are in effect. A
review of the self-report and professionally scored tools used for the non-anonymous arm of the
program, as well as an outline of the treatment targets in the prevention program will be discussed.
This workshop will also consider engagement with clients, and the benefits and challenges, in a
virtual and/or in-person format, given the realities of the pandemic and the large geographic area
we serve (five Canadian provinces). The evaluation of the anonymous and non-anonymous arm will
be ongoing and we will present preliminary results where possible.
This session is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Clinical & Research
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Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners will be able to identify self-report and
professionally scored tools to use with non-justice involved individuals concerned about
their risk for offending involving children.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners will be able to address research on
non-justice involved people with pedophilia and/or hebephilia and relevant treatment
targets.
 Upon completion of this educational evaluation activity, learners will better understand the
evaluation components of the anonymous and non-anonymous services.
Dr. Ainslie Heasman, PhD, CPsych is a clinical and forensic psychologist employed at the Sexual
Behaviours Clinic at the Centre for Addiction & Mental Health (CAMH) in Toronto, Ontario, as well
as in private practice. She currently engages in risk assessment for sexual violence as well as group
and individual therapy with mandated and voluntary clients. She is currently the Treasurer on the
Board of Directors of the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers (ATSA).
Dr. Skye Stephens, PhD, RPsych is an Associate Professor in the Department of Psychology at
Saint Mary’s University. Her research has mainly focused on the conceptualization, assessment, and
management of sexual interest in children. Dr. Stephens is a Clinical and Forensic Psychologist in
Nova Scotia where she has a particular interest in working with those who are at risk of committing
sexual offenses.
Dr. Ian McPhail, PhD is currently working in private practice in Toronto, Ontario. His research
focuses on understanding psychological and psychophysiological processes involved in sexual
offending against children and pedophilia.
Dr. Cory Gerritsen, PhD, CPsych is a clinical psychologist and independent scientist in the
Forensic Early Intervention Service at the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH). He
received his Ph.D. in clinical psychology from York University in 2015, including a clinical residency
working with individuals convicted of sexual offences at the Sexual Behaviours Clinic, CAMH. His
current research focuses on the intersections between psychopathology, especially severe mental
illness, and offending behaviour.
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FR-PM-06
Using Best Practice to Support Individuals With Intellectual Disabilities With Sexually
Problematic Behaviors in a Community Based, Risk Adverse Environment
Sarah Louer, MSW, LCSW, LICSW
Amy Gaddor, MA
Mountain Lake Services
New York State has a long history of institutionalizing individuals with Intellectual and other
Developmental Disabilities. Many of the large capacity facilities are occupied by men who have
sexually offended, often serving sentences much longer than the general population. In order to
respond to the changing DD/ID service delivery system in New York we developed a strength
based, trauma informed residential treatment program for 21 men who had previously resided in
New York State institutions. This is a community-based program which does not use containment
for risk management.
The Cornerstone Program is located in rural, upstate, NY where there is little to no access to
community clinical resources. Compounded with limited funding, this brings a challenge to
providing best practice supports. Resource allocation is crucial to ensuring standards of treatment
are met. This treatment model is unlike any program in New York State and it has become
renowned for its success and unique person-centered approach.
This Residential Treatment Program was developed utilizing the ARMIDILO-S and we use the
assessment tool to guide all treatment, program development, supervision reduction, and risk
management. The presenters will share a brief history of how the program was conceived,
established and ultimately transitioned from a containment-based program to providing a least
restrictive environment for clients.
Participants will learn about varying techniques for training and supervising Direct Support
Professionals and how the Cornerstone Program uses techniques that are Trauma Informed and
guided by the ARMIDILO-S. Additionally, the Programs front line and senior management
implement a specialized style of supervision informed by Motivational Interviewing and Narrative
Therapy.
This session is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Participants will learn alternative methods for providing best practice supports such as
reducing supervision and restrictions when there are limited clinical resources. This is
accomplished through the unique way that staff are trained and the utilization of the
ARMIDILO-S.
 Participants will learn about living opportunities for Individuals with Intellectual or
Developmental Disabilities (IDD) in New York State and the challenges that are faced
statewide for Individuals with IDD.
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Participants will be introduced to the ARMIDILO-S and learn how it is utilized at the
Cornerstone Program to guide all treatment, program development, supervision reduction,
and risk management.
Participants will learn a brief history and overview of the Cornerstone Program and how we
transitioned to providing a least restrictive environment for clients.
Participants will learn about varying techniques for training and supervising Direct Support
Professionals and how the Cornerstone Program uses techniques that are Trauma Informed
and guided by the ARMIDILO-S.

Ms. Sarah Louer, MSW, LCSW, LICSW is the Director of Clinical Services for Mountain Lake
Services - Essex County Chapter, NYSARC, Inc. located in the Adirondack Region of New York State.
During her 21-year tenure she has developed several community-based programs for individuals
with Intellectual and other Developmental Disabilities. She received her advanced degree in Social
Work from the University of Vermont which is a strengths-based program with a focus on human
rights. Sarah was able to predict the changing service system within New York States abrupt
deinstitutionalization and developed a residential treatment program for men with Intellectual
Disabilities who have sexually offended. This program has been in successful operation for nearly
10 years, is community based and operates from a strength based, narrative treatment approach.
Additionally, she has a private therapy practice in Vermont. Her career and professional efforts
have always focused on social justice, universal human rights and innovative service development.
Sarah has presented at the MASOC conference, the National AAIDD conference, and in several New
York conferences on working with Individual’s with Intellectual Disabilities and sexual behavior
problems. She is currently on the Board of Directors for the New York Alliance and Chairs their
Complex Needs Committee in Albany, NY.
Ms. Amy Gaddor, MA, Assistant Director of Clinical Services has been with Mountain Lake Services
in Port Henry, NY for the past 10 years working as a clinician with Individuals with Intellectual
Disabilities with varying sexual offending behaviors. She has been an integral part of the
development of the Cornerstone Program and currently oversees all clinical operations within the
Cornerstone Program. Amy is well versed in the ARMIDILO-S and is designated as a trainer of the
tool by one of the authors of the assessment. She has her Master’s Degree in Forensic Psychology
and is a committee member for the Alliance of New York State’s Complex Needs Committee. Amy
has presented at the MASOC conference, the National AAIDD, and in several New York conferences
on working with Individual’s with Intellectual Disabilities and sexual behavior problems.
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FR-PM-08
Un(Wanted) Sexual Thoughts:
Differential Diagnosis and Treatment Implications in OCD and Paraphilic Disorders
Shoshanna Must, PhD
Empire State Forensics
Chris Sexton, PhD
Private Practice
Misdiagnosis is disconcertingly common, especially in the mental health field (Al-Huthail, 2008).
Among diagnoses likely to be easily confused, Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder (OCD) and Paraphilic
Disorders can be mistaken for one another when sexual obsessions are present (Glazier et al., 2013)
and at times due to the clinical lens and implicit bias of the clinician (Hashem et al., 2003). The impact
of receiving a correct diagnosis is quite significant given the components unique to each treatment
protocol. This training aims to help clinicians distinguish these symptom presentations and provide
appropriate evidence-based treatment options.
In OCD, sexual obsessions often include unwanted sexual thoughts about children or family members,
fears about engaging in sexually aggressive behavior, and concerns about sexual orientation. Though
often overlooked compared to other obsessions, as much as 30.2% of people with OCD experience
sexual and/or religious obsessions (Ruscio et al., 2010). Paraphilic disorder criteria also involve
sexual thoughts, that may or may not be unwanted, involving nonconsenting persons and, similar to
OCD, does not require a person to act on these thoughts. The first line treatment for OCD involves
cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT) with exposure and response prevention (ERP) to help clients
relinquish unhelpful control strategies and compulsions and accept uncertainty about their worst
fears coming true. Treatment for paraphilic disorders also involves CBT but emphasizes
understanding and challenging offense-supportive attitudes and thoughts, along with risk reduction
behavioral strategies in lieu of exposure. Given these key differences in treatment components, it is
essential that clinicians be trained in making a differential diagnosis of whether sexual thoughts are
reflective of OCD or paraphilic disorder.
This training will focus on helping the clinician identify specific signs and symptoms of OCD and
Paraphilic Disorder in order to better differentiate these clinical presentations. As there can often be
obsessiveness found in persons with Paraphilic Disorders, sexual obsessions in such clients will also
be discussed, with specific treatment strategies offered. The attendees will also leave with specific
interview questions that they can add to their clinical battery to inform diagnostic impressions.
Learning distinguishing characteristics will help the audience member differentially diagnose her
client and offer the most appropriate treatment options. Different examples of treatment plans will
be presented, with specific objectives contrasted, depending on the diagnostic formulation.
This session is rated: Adult & Youth | Intermediate | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners will be able to describe the signs and
symptoms of unwanted sexual thoughts that are reflective of OCD and paraphilic disorders,
respectively.
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Upon completion of this educational activity, learners will be able to identify specific
interview questions that can be used to conduct a differential diagnosis of OCD versus
paraphilic disorders.
Upon completion of this educational activity, learners will be able to design appropriate
treatment plans for unwanted sexual thoughts reflective of OCD and paraphilic disorders,
respectively.
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Dr. Sexton received her PhD in Developmental Psychology with honors and Master's Degree in
Clinical Social Work from Columbia University. She completed a two-year anxiety clinical specialty
fellowship at the Kansas City Center for Anxiety Treatment, where she stayed on for two years as
Director of Research before launching an independent practice. Dr. Sexton’s clinical and research
interests have focused on Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT) for anxiety, OCD, emotion
dysregulation, and associated mental health conditions in early childhood through adulthood.
She holds an appointment as an Adjunct Assistant Professor at the University of Missouri-Kansas
City. She provides behavioral health treatment for all ages, with a particular interest in working
with youth and families. She has 15 years of experience directing health and mental health research
projects and has published over 50 scientific manuscripts in peer-reviewed journals. She is a
member of the Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies, the Anxiety and Depression
Association of America, the International OCD Foundation, and the International Society for
Traumatic Stress Studies.
Shoshanna Must is a forensic psychologist who practices in New York City, specializing in the
evaluation and treatment of persons with sexual behavioral problems. Dr. Must serves as
evaluation coordinator and a clinical director at Empire State Forensics, a private practice that has
awarded contracts from the Office of Mental Health and Federal Probation. She serves on the board
of NYS ATSA. Her current research and clinical interests are in gender specific issues in the forensic
psychology field, and she trains in this area. Dr. Must is highly active in sex offense registration
reform, and sits on the NYC Bar Working Group for SORA Reform. She has a co-authored book
chapter on pregnancy and forensic work, in Women in Criminal Justice: A Guidebook for Navigating
Professional Challenges.
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FR-PM-09
The Relationship of Pornography Use and Behavior: First Exposure and College Age Males

The Important, and Perhaps Alarming, Relationship Between First Exposure to Pornography
and Future Behaviors
Ethan A. Marshall, MA
University of Houston-Downtown
Holly A. Miller, PhD
Sam Houston State University
The investigation of the relationship between pornography use and sexual coercion is no recent
endeavor. Over the past several decades, researchers have examined this relationship with a variety
of methods and the findings are fairly consistent: pornography use is significantly related to
sexually coercive behaviors. What is less evident, is what drives this relationship. Researchers have
predominately focused on the frequency of pornography use and found a consistent relationship
between frequency of use and sexual coercion (see Wright et al., 2016). Evidence gathered over the
last twenty years, however, points to other aspects of use that have a stronger relationship. These
factors could shed light into what is driving this relationship. For instance, some state that age at
exposure is an important factor to consider (Mancini et al., 2012, 2014). These findings indicate
that factors surrounding initial exposure to pornography may have implications for how
pornography use may or may not influence sexually coercive behaviors. Other researchers highlight
the importance of the type of pornography an individual views, particularly, whether they use
violent types of pornography (Kingston et al., 2008; Ybarra et al., 2011). Finally, researchers have
found support for the sexual script theory (Gagnon & Simon, 1973) as a potential explanation for
this relationship (see Marshall et al., 2018; Tomaszewsa & Krahe, 2016, 2018).
It is evident that there are a number of factors that should be considered when examining the
relationship between pornography use and sexual coercion. Recent systematic reviews, however,
indicate that the majority of studies are not designed to account for these factors (see Marshall &
Miller, 2019; Short et al., 2012). The purpose of the current study is to examine all of the aspects
that make up the construct of pornography use in a sample of 943 college men and women. This
sample was surveyed on a number of aspects of pornography use, including age at first exposure
and a description of their first exposure, as well as scales assessing the type of pornography
consumed, compulsive use, sexual scripts, frequency of use, and investment in use. Finally,
respondents completed a self-report measure of sexual coercion perpetration.
For the first paper that will be presented, researchers examined if initial exposure is related to
pornography use habits, such as frequency, type of pornography used, investment, and
compulsivity. Differences in the effect of initial exposure on habits between men and women in the
sample were also examined. Results of the study indicate that age at first exposure has a significant
effect on the frequency of pornography use, investment in use, compulsive use, and use of violent
pornography, but this effect differs for men and women. For the second paper, the researchers
examined whether these factors were significantly correlated with measures of sexual coercion.
Results indicated that measures of violent pornography use, sexual scripts, and investment are
significantly related to self-reported sexual coercion. The final analysis for this paper will involve
the assessment a theoretical framework using Structural Equation Modeling designed to explain
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how these factors interact to influence sexually aggressive behaviors. Results of this study provide
implications for the assessment of pornography use moving forward. Most notably, the importance
of comprehensively assessing pornography use to better understand the relationship between
pornography use and sexual coercion. Additionally, findings from this study provide insight into
areas of pornography consumption that may prove fruitful to assess and target when treating
individuals who have sexually offended. Finally, the results indicate the importance of initial
exposure to pornography and how this may affect use habits later in life.
This session is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Clinical & Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners will be able to understand the
complexity of pornography use as a construct, and learn about all of the various
components of use that are important to study when examining the relationship between
pornography use and sexual coercion.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners will be able to examine the ways in
which the various aspects of pornography use, such as type of pornography used,
investment in use, and habits, such as frequency and investment, are influenced by the
initial exposure to pornography.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners will be able to propose a theoretical
framework that can inform how various aspects of pornography use may work together to
drive the relationship between pornography use and sexually coercive behaviors,
in order to aid treatment providers who may be working with individuals
who sexually offend that have problematic pornography use issues.
Ethan A. Marshall, M.A., is a doctoral student at Sam Houston State University who is currently
pursuing his PhD in Criminal Justice and Criminology. His research interests include scale
development and sexual deviance, specifically pertaining to female sexual offenders and the
relationship between pornography and sexual coercion. During his graduate career, he has
presented at the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers conference, the American Society
of Criminology conference, and the American Criminal Justice Society conference, as well as
published research in the Journal of Interpersonal Violence and Sexual Abuse.
Dr. Holly A. Miller is a Professor in the College of Criminal Justice at Sam Houston State University.
She obtained her Ph.D. in Forensic Clinical Psychology from Florida State University in 1999. Her
primary area of research, teaching, and practice is the assessment, treatment, and supervision of
individuals who have sexually offended. Dr. Miller is part of several collaborations with treatment
providers and community supervision agencies to improve the effectiveness of the criminal justice
response to sexual offending. She has published two forensic assessment measures that are used
across the United States, the Miller Forensic Assessment of Symptoms Test (M-FAST) and the
Inventory of Offender Risk, Needs, and Strengths (IORNS). Dr. Miller has published over 50 peerreviewed manuscripts in the areas of risk assessment, males and females who sexually offend, and
the relationship between pornography use and sexual aggression. She has published works in such
journals as Criminal Justice and Behavior, Sexual Abuse, Violence and Victims, and the Journal of
Interpersonal Violence.
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Pornography Use Among College Males, Child Pornography Offenders, and Child Sexual
Abusers
Georgia M. Winters, PhD
Sharron Spriggs, MA
Cordelia Chou, MA
Sarah Schaaf, MS
Robert Prentky, PhD
Fairleigh Dickinson
Questions are frequently raised regarding the impact of pornography on individual’s beliefs,
distorted attitudes, and deviant behaviors, particularly regarding the hypothesized link between
deviant pornography and sexual offending (Mellor & Duff, 2019). Meta-analytic evidence suggests
that pornography consumption is related to increased risk for sexual aggression (Wright et al.,
2016). With nearly 90% of non-offending males reporting pornography exposure (Hald &
Malamuth, 2008), including many endorsing deviant material (Vega & Malamuth, 2007), it raises
obvious questions regarding differences in pornography use among normal males and offenders.
Likewise, given that deviant sexual interests are a risk factor for offending behavior (Hanson &
Bussiere, 1997), further questions emerge regarding proxies for deviant interests (such as
pornography) as a means of discriminating between nonoffending males and different types of
sexual offenders. Thus, we examined a range of different types of pornography content and
frequency of use in college students, child pornography offenders, and child sexual abusers.
Method. Participants included three all-male groups: 1) Child Pornography Offenders (CPOs; i.e., no
known history of a hands-on offense; n=114); b) Contact Offenders (COs; i.e., convicted of a contact
offense against a minor; n=233); and c) Non-Offending Males (NOMs; i.e., undergraduates; n=595).
The sex offender samples were from the community (n=212) and incarcerated (n=135) settings
across eight states and Canada. The mean age was 41 (range=18 to 76); the majority were
Caucasian (84%; n=290) and heterosexual (83%; n=287). The NOMs were comprised of students
from five universities. The mean age was 20 (range=17 to 58); the majority were Caucasian (66%;
n=390) and heterosexual (96%; n=570). All participants were asked about their viewing of
Nondeviant Pornography, Deviant Pornography, and Pornography with Minors. They were asked the
average days per week they viewed pornography, how many hours on average per day, and their
greatest number of hours spent viewing.
Results. Results revealed differences in Nondeviant Pornography use, χ² (2, N=942)=31.16, p <
0.01, with CPOs (n=114, 100%) and COs (n=226, 97%) reporting higher prevalence than NOMs
(n=521, 88%). Results showed significant differences for Deviant Pornography, χ² (2,
N=942)=73.98, p < 0.01, with CPOs (n=108, 95%) > COs (n=151, 65%) > NOMs (n=312, 52%). There
were significant differences for Pornography with Minors, χ² (2, N = 942) = 77.38, p < 0.01, with
CPOs (n = 105, 92%) > COs (n = 134, 58%) > NOMs (n = 283, 48%). The high number of NOMs
endorsing minor pornography is attributable to pornography with teenagers (n=283, 48%), rather
than children (n=19, 3%). There significant differences in the average days per week, χ² (2,
N=735)=79.67, p < 0.01. Differences were found for the average hours spent viewing pornography
per day, F(2, 710)=66.05, p < .001, with the NOMs reporting less hours per day (M=.57) compared
to both CPOs (M=3.06) and COs (M=3.20). An ANOVA revealed significant differences in the greatest
number of hours spent viewing pornography, F(2, 735)=78.31, p < .001, with CPOs (M=6.38) > COs
(M=5.38) > NOMs (M=2.37).
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Discussion. Both offending groups reported a higher prevalence of normative pornography use
compared to undergraduate males, suggesting sexual offenders are seeking out sexualized material
more than is normative. Importantly, the CPOs endorsed viewing deviant content, including
material containing minors, more than COs, with both offending groups surpassing the
nonoffending males. CPOs also generally reported the highest frequency of use compared to the COs
and NOMs. This indicates that CPOs may possess uniquely deviant, and intense, sexual interests
compared to other sex offenders. Results have notable implications for the evaluation, risk
management, and treatment of sexual offenders, given there were observable differences in
consumption of deviant pornography for offending groups, thus indicating varied risk.
This paper is rated: Adult | Intermediate | Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the difference in deviant and nondeviant pornography consumption (i.e., type of
pornography and frequency) between non-offending males and sexual offenders.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
the difference in deviant and nondeviant pornography consumption (i.e., type of
pornography and frequency) between child pornography offenders and contact child sexual
abusers.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to identify the
risk management and treatment implications for sexual offenders in light of the results.
Georgia M. Winters, Ph.D., is an assistant professor in the Forensic Psychology M.A. Program,
School of Psychology, at Fairleigh Dickinson University. Her research interests include sexual
grooming behaviors of child sexual abusers and paraphilic interests.
Sharron Spriggs, M.A., is a second-year clinical psychology PhD student at Fairleigh Dickinson
University. Currently, she holds a master’s degree in clinical psychology from Teachers College,
Columbia University. Her research interests include social media engagement and police
psychology.
Cordelia Chou, M.A., is a first-year doctoral student in Fairleigh Dickinson University’s Clinical
Psychology PhD program. She completed her Master’s Degree in Forensic Psychology at John Jay
College of Criminal Justice and Bachelor’s Degree at University of California, Irvine. Her interest
includes psychological assessment with both forensic and minority populations.
Sarah Schaaf, M.S., is a Doctoral Candidate at Fairleigh Dickinson University, with an overarching
research interest in sexual offenders and survivors of sexual assault. She has published on topics
pertaining to diversity issues in sexual offending, campus sexual assault and survivor attitudes. Her
most recent research efforts focus on the heterogeneity of online sexual offenders.
Robert Prentky, Ph.D., is Professor in the School of Psychology at Fairleigh Dickinson University
and Director of Forensic Training. He has practiced as a forensic psychologist for the past 35 years.
His research on sex offenders has been supported by 19 grants. He has presented hundreds of times
in the U.S., Europe, Canada, and Israel, and published 80+ papers/chapters and six books.
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FR-PM-10
Enhancing Protective Factors in Youth to Develop Reconnections and Resilience
Janice Church, PhD
Karen Worley, PhD
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences College of Medicine
In working with youth who have sexually offended, a strengths-based mental health
approach that focuses on individual, family, and community strengths and resources appears to be
critical in building reconnections and resilience. Protective factors are commonly linked to
resilience in youth as well as adults, and the presence of even just a few such factors can positively
impact the ability to cope with difficult circumstances and live a happy and well-adjusted life.
This presentation will explore how a family-oriented outpatient therapy program for youth
who have made problematic sexual behavior choices addresses protective factors for both the
youth as well as their caregivers. In particular, this presentation will focus on family strengths and
resources as protective factors associated with the progress in treatment of a youth and his/her
family. Therapeutic interventions may include individual therapy for the youth who has offended
as well as for caregivers and other family members, group therapy for the youth, a support group
for caregivers, and multi-family group therapy.
Many times the committing of an illegal sexual behavior, especially if that behavior was
directed to another member of the same family, estranges the youth from their caregivers and/or
entire family. Anger, disappointment, distrust, and shame are common reactions by the family
following the disclosure of sexually offending behavior, making it very difficult for the family to
connect/re-connect with the youth at a time the youth desperately needs family support. Even
extended family members may be rejecting of the youth who has offended, and it may be necessary
to help all family members to process their emotions and begin to look at alternative perspectives
for understanding the offending behavior and outlining future family functioning, relationships and
expectations.
Protective factors which are often a focus of treatment thus might include resources within
the family such as identification and cultivation of relationships with caregivers or other family
members who give the youth support in both good and bad circumstances; working towards a safe
predictable home environment in which all of the family’s basic needs can be met and which has
limited conflict; working towards a home environment in which caregivers provide appropriate
structure and rules and who help the youth understand the reasons for the rules and limits placed
on them; getting caregivers involved with a youth’s education and/or extracurricular activities; and
helping caregivers focus on believing in the youth and having confidence in their future success in
life.
Therapeutic interventions with youth and caregivers alike also build on individual and
community protective factors such that treatment includes helping youth and caregivers both
develop enhanced problem-solving skills, improved self-regulation, more positive self-esteem,
internalized motivation to succeed, and a sense of self-efficacy. A focus on developing an extended
prosocial support system, as well as positive, safe and prosocial activities for the youth and all
family members should also be embedded in treatment. The COVID-19 pandemic has significantly
impacted community protective factors, as the mental health therapist has taken on the primary
community support role through Telehealth interventions and youth and caregivers have both lost
opportunities for support through regular group therapy as well as the support that derives from
coming together in the outpatient waiting room.
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We will briefly review the literature on protective factors and a strengths-based approach
to treating youth who have offending sexually and will use extensive clinical case examples to
illustrate how the work towards enhancing protective factors in turn enhances connections/reconnections within families, which, in turn, enhances resilience of the youth and the family dealing
with a problematic sexual behavior.
This session is rated: Youth | Intermediate | Clinical
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to discuss how a
strengths-based family-oriented approach to treatment of youth who have sexually
offended is critical to the success of treatment.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to identify family
strengths and resources which are important protective factors in building reconnections
and resilience in youth who have sexually offended.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be able to identify individual
and community strengths and resources which are important protective factors that further
enhance family protective factors in building reconnections and resilience in youth who
have sexually offended.
Janice K. Church, PhD is a Psychologist and Professor of Pediatrics at the University of Arkansas
for Medical Sciences College of Medicine. She is the Assistant Director of the Family Treatment
Program and Adolescent Sexual Adjustment Project at Arkansas Children’s Hospital. Dr. Church
received her Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology from the University of Louisville. She has conducted
numerous workshops on child maltreatment issues at the state, national, and international levels.
She is active in state and national professional organizations, particularly those with a focus on
child abuse. She is a national trainer for Trauma-Focused Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy and is the
current President of Arkansas ATSA.
Karen Boyd Worley, PhD is a Clinical Psychologist. She received her doctoral training at Texas
Tech University. She is a Professor of Pediatrics for the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences
at Arkansas Children’s Hospital. Dr. Worley is the Director of the Family Treatment Program, which
provides treatment for families in which there has been sexual abuse. She is also the Director of the
Adolescent Sexual Adjustment Project, which provides outpatient assessment and treatment for
adolescents who have committed illegal sexual behaviors. Dr. Worley is active on a number of state
boards addressing child abuse issues, provides statewide training and consultation, and has several
publications on child maltreatment.
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FR-PM-11
Roadmap to Change: Implementing ATSA Practice Guidelines With Adolescents in Arizona
Tom Leversee, LCSW
Private Practice & University of Denver
Holli Ann Sanger-Alarco, LPC
Arizona Supreme Court
In 2017, ATSA released the first evidence-informed best practice guidelines for intervening with
juveniles who have engaged in sexually abusive behaviors (JSAB). With the goal of improving and
enhancing services to this population, the Juvenile Justice Services Division (JJSD) of the Arizona
Administrative Office of the Courts embarked on a research project to analyze current practice with
JSAB, determine what changes were needed, and to inform the JJSD of steps needed to better serve
this population.
To this end, the JJSD contracted with the National Center for State Courts (NCSC) to review Arizona
practices for JSAB on probation and offer recommendations to support alignment with best practices.
Following completion of the project, the JJSD contracted with Dr. Michael Caldwell to conduct a peer
review of the NCSC report; Dr. Caldwell confirmed the results and recommendations from the report
and offered additional related findings to inform next steps for the JJSD.
The comprehensive evaluation of JJSD practices offered the following tenets that have guided the
systems changes associated with this project:
1. Well informed stakeholders advance well informed- and more effective- system responses
2. Disposition and case management decisions are more effective when driven by
assessments, rather than being offense driven
3. The use of polygraph examinations with JSAB is best considered the exception, not the rule
4. Individualized, evidence-informed treatment interventions promote successful outcomes
with JSAB
5. Probation practices with JSAB should be evidence-based and promote positive youth
development
6. From Dr. Caldwell’s report, additional recommendations were added, including the
importance of focusing treatment and probation resources on risk-relevant factors; and the
shift toward a more comprehensive treatment focus on the general psycho-social
adjustment of the youth
This initiative in Arizona seeks to promote system change by providing clear direction, training,
mentoring, and support to assist judges, probation officers, treatment providers, evaluators, and
other key stakeholders with implementing an evidence-based model of assessing, treating, and
supervising Juveniles Who Commit Sexually Abusive Behaviors (JSAB). Training efforts have focused
on the key stakeholders- judges, probation officers, treatment providers, and evaluators. The JJSD
has responsibility for researching evidence-informed and best practices in adolescent evaluation and
treatment services, and for procuring those services among qualified treatment service providers
and evaluators. To that end, specific service descriptions (called Service Specifications) are put forth
as part of the contracting process. The Service Specifications for JSAB have now been revised to
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integrate and align with the ATSA Adolescent Practice guidelines and other evidence-informed
research and literature. As of January 2021, all JSAB service providers and evaluators supported the
changes by renewing their service agreements.
This session is rated: Youth | Intermediate | Clinical
The goals of this presentation are to provide a “roadmap” for system change:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to state three
key recommendations for practice changes with JSAB in Arizona.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe one
specific significant change implemented by JJSD and describe at least two lessons learned
associated with systems change.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to select several
of key stakeholders in the JJSD system and identify desired shifts in the perspectives of
these stakeholders.
Tom Leversee, LCSW, worked for 34 years in clinical and administrative positions in the Colorado
Division of Youth Corrections (DYC) prior to retiring as a state employee in 2008. Tom currently
has a private practice primarily focused on consultation, training, and clinical services for
adolescents who have engaged in sexually abusive behavior. Tom is also an adjunct professor at the
University of Denver Graduate School of Social Work. His numerous publications include coediting/authoring Juvenile Sexual Offending: Causes, Consequences, and Corrections, 3rd edition,
(Jossey-Bass Publishers) with Gail Ryan and Sandy Lane. He has presented extensively nationally
and internationally. Tom is a Clinical Member and Fellow of the Association for the Treatment of
Sexual Abusers (ATSA). He co-chaired the committee that drafted the ATSA Practice Guidelines for
Adolescents that were subsequently approved by the membership and Board and published in
2017. Tom was presented with the National Adolescent Perpetration Network’s (NAPN) “Pioneer
Award” in 2005 for his “unique contributions to prevent perpetration of sexual abuse”. He was
presented with the 2010 Gary Burgin Leadership Award by the Colorado Sex Offender Management
Board. Tom is also the recipient of the 2019 NAPN C. Henry Kempe Lifetime Achievement Award.
Holli Ann Sanger-Alarco is a licensed professional counselor with 35 years of clinical work,
supervisory and administrative experience in the Arizona Administrative Office of the Courts,
Juvenile Justice Services Division (JJSD), the Arizona Department of Child Safety, non-profit public
agencies, and private practice. She has also worked as adjunct faculty in the Arizona School of Social
Work, and the Rio Salado Community College District, teaching social work, psychology, child
development, trauma interventions, and family systems. Within JJSD, she currently oversees the unit
responsible for researching best practices with adolescents in the juvenile justice system and
contracting with statewide agencies to provide a full array of those services. Ms. Sanger-Alarco has
also actively provided services within the Maricopa County Latino community, and since 1998 has
provided in Spanish a court-required class for parents who have Family Court cases involving minors,
to help them navigate those changes within the family. Her clinical work spans more than 20 years
of experience working directly with trauma, family violence, domestic relations, child development,
child abuse & neglect, and in-home interventions with high-risk families. In 2010 Ms. Sanger-Alarco
was awarded the Division of Children, Youth, and Families Employee of the Year Special Award for
Leadership in child welfare. Ms. Sanger-Alarco currently serves as part of the JJSD’s management
team and is passionate about bringing quality help and hope to children, adolescents, and their
families in Arizona.
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FR-PM-12
An Introduction to Multisystemic Therapy for Youths With Problem Sexual Behaviors
Charles Borduin, PhD
University of Missouri
Richard Munschy, PsyD
MST Associates
Although youths who engage in criminal and other problematic sexual behaviors consume much of
the resources of the juvenile justice, mental health, and educational systems, few empirically
supported interventions exist to treat these youths. Indeed, usual treatment approaches (e.g., group
treatments with an emphasis on relapse prevention) are limited in their capacity to address the
broad array of risk factors related to sexual offending in youths (i.e., across individual, family, peer,
and school domains) and to promote youths' competencies in real world settings. Multisystemic
Therapy (MST) is an ecologically based treatment model that originally was developed for youths
who commit nonsexual criminal behaviors and that more recently has been adapted to the
treatment of youths who commit sexual crimes and other problem sexual behaviors (MST-PSB).
This workshop will describe the empirical, theoretical, and clinical foundations of MST-PSB; discuss
findings from MST-PSB outcome studies and community-based dissemination efforts; and illustrate
how MST-PSB therapists conceptualize problems and intervene in actual cases. The theoretical and
clinical foundations of MST-PSB draw upon research regarding the multidetermined nature of
youth sexual offending as well as upon social-ecological models of behavior in which the youth and
family's school, work, peers, and neighborhood are viewed as interconnected systems with dynamic
and reciprocal influences on the behavior of family members. MST-PSB interventions rely on
evidence-based clinical techniques from behavioral and cognitive-behavioral therapies and
structural/strategic family therapies, with a focus on aspects of the youth’s social environment that
are functionally related to the problem sexual behavior. In three randomized clinical trials, MSTPSB has had positive effects on key social-ecological risk factors associated with sexual offending in
youths and has demonstrated long-term (up to 25 years), cost-beneficial reductions in sexual and
nonsexual crimes, incarceration, and family-related civil suits. In addition, MST-PSB has been
successfully transported (using a comprehensive quality assurance and improvement system) to
approximately 50 sites in the United States and abroad. The clinical effectiveness and
transportability of MST-PSB have important implications for the optimization of positive outcomes
with sexually offending youths and their families and for the reform of current mental health
services for these youths.
This session is rated: Youth | General | Clinical & Research
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to discuss the
most common limitations of usual treatment approaches for youths who engage in criminal
and other problem sexual behaviors.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to describe the
empirical, theoretical, and clinical foundations of MST-PSB; the empirical evidence
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supporting this treatment; and the quality assurance procedures used to successfully
transport this treatment to community-based providers.
Upon completion of this educational activity, learners should be better able to understand
MST-PSB treatment principles and interventions that can be applied in their own work with
youths who commit sexual crimes and other problem sexual behaviors.

Charles M. Borduin, PhD, is Professor of Psychological Sciences at the University of Missouri and
Director of the Missouri Delinquency Project. He is the developer of multisystemic therapy for
youths with problem sexual behaviors and the co-developer of multisystemic therapy, which has
extensive empirical support in the treatment of violence and other serious disruptive behaviors in
children and adolescents. Dr. Borduin’s research and social policy interests include the
development and validation of innovative mental health services for youths with complex clinical
problems; the redistribution of mental health treatment resources to services that are clinically
effective and cost-effective; and the dissemination and implementation of effective communitybased treatments for children and families. His research has been funded by the National Institute
of Mental Health and the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism.
Richard J. Munschy, PsyD, is the Director of Clinical Training and a Senior Consultant at MST
Associates, the organization responsible for the dissemination and implementation of
multisystemic therapy for youths with problem sexual behaviors (MST-PSB). He received his
doctorate in counseling psychology from the University of Northern Colorado and interned at St
Lawrence Hospital in Lansing, Michigan. Dr. Munschy has been a faculty member in various
graduate programs, most recently in the Department of Psychiatry at the University of Connecticut
Health Center. He has extensive experience as a clinical supervisor as well as an expert consultant
to provider agencies in the United States and abroad on the implementation of evidence-based
treatments, including MST-PSB.
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An Exploration of Individual Differences in a Sample of Youth Charged With Violent Sexual
and Non-Sexual Crimes
Jennifer Minton, MS, LPC-S
Office of Juvenile Affairs, State of Oklahoma
Katherine Rose, PhD Student
University of British Columbia – Okanagan
Dr. Michael Woodworth
University of British Columbia – Okanagan
Youth who engage in violent crime, including sexual offences, remain understudied. Research
conducted on adults suggests that factors linked to antisocial and violent behaviour may enhance
the current understanding of sexual offences. These factors include a consideration of how dark
personality traits (such as psychopathy) and childhood maltreatment may inform the likelihood of
sexual offending. Utilizing a sample of juvenile alleged violent offenders (n = 113), the present study
examines the construct of adolescent psychopathy, with abuse as a potential moderator, in relation
to offence perpetration. Contrary to some of the literature on adults, the findings indicate that
neither psychopathy nor experience of abuse differentiates sexual from non-sexual violent
offenders. They also suggest that scoring higher on psychopathy relates to violence more broadly.
The importance of tailored programming for youth who may be at risk of offending or who require
treatment in the justice system is explored.
Learning Goals:
 Demonstrate that adolescent sexual offenders are a heterogeneous group, and argue
support for tailored, individualized treatment
 Recognize psychopathic traits as a factor of interest in youth-perpetrated violence, and
advocate for its consideration in the rehabilitation of offenders
 Evaluate the role of childhood maltreatment in youth violence perpetration, and its
prospective role in personality trait development
Jennifer Minton, MS, LPC-S, serves as the Director of Behavioral Assessment Services for the Office
of Juvenile Affairs in the State of Oklahoma. She leads a team of clinicians working with at-risk
youth placed in residential and secure institutions within the juvenile justice system. Jennifer
conducts risk and needs assessments for treatment of youthful offenders and juvenile delinquents,
aiding in the determination of certification in legal proceedings. Jennifer provides expert testimony
throughout the State of Oklahoma in youthful offender cases, recruits interns and staff for the
agency, and collaborates with the treatment teams of OJA. She provides training to field staff as well
as graduate and undergraduate programs at Northeastern State University. Jennifer has presented
at the Children’s Behavioral Health Conference in 2018, as well as the Children’s Court
Improvement Conference in 2019. She volunteers at the Tristesse Grief Center in Tulsa, OK. She has
worked with the adolescent population for 12 years in the field of juvenile delinquency.
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Katherine Rose is a PhD student in Clinical Psychology and a sessional instructor at the University
of British Columbia – Okanagan (UBCO). She holds her BA (Hons) in Psychology from Grenfell
Campus, Memorial University of Newfoundland and a Certificate in Criminology. She graduated
with her MA Psychology from UBCO in 2017. Katherine has experience in the fields of youthperpetrated violence, online behaviour and privacy, deception detection, suspect interviewing, and
psychopathy. Katherine holds numerous awards, merits and scholarships for her research,
volunteer work, and academic performance. Her doctoral research in the area of police
investigative interviewing is funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council
(SSHRC)
Dr. Michael Woodworth is a Professor at UBC Okanagan. He received his Doctor of Philosophy in
2004 from Dalhousie University. His primary areas of research include psychopathy, criminal
behaviour, and deception detection. Dr. Woodworth and two other colleagues were awarded
Canadian Foundation for Innovation funding to create the unique Centre for the Advancement of
Psychological Science and Law. He has received additional grants (such as SSHRC) to study criminal
behavior, language and psychopathy, and deception detection in on-line environments. Dr.
Woodworth has collaborated on numerous research projects with the RCMP and Correctional
Services of Canada, as well as forensic psychiatric services in both British Columbia and Nova
Scotia. He has published widely in the field of Forensic Psychology, regularly presents at national
and international psychology conferences, consults with law enforcement agencies, and serves as
an expert witness for the courts.
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Clinician Stigma Towards Individuals Who Are Sexually Attracted to Children
Sarah Moss, MSc
University of Guelph
Skye Stephens, PhD, R Psych
Saint Mary's University
Ian V. McPhail, PhD
Toronto Sexuality Centre
Ainslie Heasman, PhD, CPsych
Centre for Addiction and Mental Health
Background. Individuals who are sexually attracted to children have demonstrated helpseeking behaviour through the high response rate to childhood sexual abuse prevention initiatives
(e.g., Beier, Ahlers, et al., 2009; Beier, Neutze, et al., 2009; Levenson & Grady, 2018). Despite these
findings, these individuals report feeling skeptical of mental health treatment largely due to
concerns about a lack of knowledge regarding mandatory reporting requirements, sexual interest
in children, and the possibility of being further stigmatized by clinicians (e.g., B4U-ACT, 2011a,
2011b; Cacciatori, 2017; Grady et al., 2018; Jahnke, 2018; Jahnke & Hoyer, 2013; Jahnke, Schmitt, et
al., 2015). Therefore, the question arises whether there are mental health clinicians that are both
qualified and comfortable providing treatment to individuals who are sexually attracted to children.
The present study aimed to examine the impact of explicit stigma, held by registered Canadian
healthcare professionals, towards individuals who are sexually attracted to children. Further, it
aimed to determine whether stigma contributes to the association between competency and
willingness to treat people who are sexually attracted children.
Method. This study was part of a larger project examining mandatory reporting in
registered Canadian mental health clinicians. Participants completed an online anonymous survey
that included questions about explicit stigma towards people who are sexually attracted to children
(The Stigma Inventory; Jahnke, Imhoff et al., 2015) and willingness to treat people who are sexually
attracted to children (Therapy Motivation Scale; Jahnke, Philipp, et al., 2015). Participants (n = 290)
were Canadian mental health clinicians, or trainees (n = 119), with and without experience providing
treatment to individuals who are sexually attracted to children. They were categorized based on a
reported competency in clinical/general mental health issues (n = 96, 33.1%), forensic populations
(n = 173, 59.7%), and/or sexology (n = 15, 5.2%; e.g., sex therapy). The present study will consider
the effects of competency and stigma and competency towards willingness to treat individuals who
are sexually attracted to children.
Results. The three groups were compared on measures of explicit stigma towards
individuals who are sexually attracted to children as well as willingness to treat this population.
Surprisingly, there was no significant
main effect of competency on explicit stigma towards
p
individuals with sexual interest in children, F(2, 239) = 1.51, p = .224, η 2 = .015; however, there was
p
a significant main effect of competency on willingness to provide treatment to treat
these
individuals, F(2, 240) = 16.59, p < .001, η 2 = .121. Clinicians with forensic competency were more

willing to provide psychotherapy to individuals who are sexually attracted to children (M = 9.99, SD
= 5.77) compared with general clinicians (M = 5.68, SD = 5.68), Mdiff = 4.30, p < .001, dCohen = 0.75
[CI95% = 0.47, 1.22] and clinicians with sexology specialty (M =5.79, SD = 4.77), Mdiff = 4.20, p = .027,
dCohen = 0.73 [CI95% = 0.18, 1.29].
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Further analyses were conducted to determine whether stigma contributes to willingness
to treat once competency is accounted for. When clinician competency was considered
independently, it accounted for 7.3% of the variance in willingness to treat, F (1, 192) = 16.30, p <
.001, R2 = .078, adjusted R2 = .073; however, explicit stigma contributed over and above

competency, F(1, 191) = 17.22, p < .001, R2 = .154, adjusted R2 = .146. Therefore, the addition of
stigma increases the accuracy of determining overall willingness to treat individuals who are
sexually attracted to children by increasing the percentage of variance accounted for by 7.6%.
Greater levels of explicit stigma reported by clinicians was associated with decreased willingness to
treat individuals who are sexually attracted to children. Based on a further review of relevant
literature, other demographic and professional factors that may contribute to willingness to treat
individuals who are sexually attracted to children will be explored through analyses completed
well ahead of the ATSA conference.
Discussion. The independent contribution of explicit stigma towards individuals who are
sexually attracted to children highlights the importance of dedicating efforts towards developing
psychoeducational training initiatives. By increasing competency and targeting stigma, clinicians,
who may encounter individuals who are sexually attracted to children within their general clinical
work, can become more comfortable discussing paraphilic interests and allow for these individuals
to feel more supported when seeking treatment.
Learning Goals:
 Provide background information on the limited literature examining clinician stigma, from
perspectives of clinicians and individuals who are sexually attracted to children.
 Participants will learn how clinician training (competency) influences their willingness to
treat individuals who are sexually attracted to children.
 Participants will learn how clinicians’ explicit stigma influences their willingness to treat
individuals who are sexually attracted to children.
References
B4U-ACT, Inc. (2011a, June 22). Spring 2011 survey results.
http://b4uact.org/science/survey/01.htm
B4U-ACT, Inc. (2011b, December). Summer 2011 survey results.
http://b4uact.org/science/survey/02.htm
Beier, K. M., Ahlers, C. J., Goecker, D., Neutze, J., Mundt, I. A., Hupp, E., & Schaefer, G. A. (2009). Can
pedophiles be reached for primary prevention of child sexual abuse? First results of the
Berlin Prevention Project Dunkelfeld (PPD). The Journal of Forensic Psychiatry & Psychology,
20(6), 851-867. https://doi.org/10.1080/14789940903174188
Beier, K. M., Neutze, J., Mundt, I. A., Ahlers, C. J., Goecker, D., Konrad, A., & Schaefer, G. A. (2009).
Encouraging self-identified pedophiles and hebephiles to seek professional help: First
results of the Prevention Project Dunkelfeld (PPD). Child Abuse & Neglect, 33(8), 545-549.
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https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2009.04.002
Cacciatori, H. (2017). The lived experiences of men attracted to minors and their therapy-seeking
behaviors (Unpublished doctoral dissertation). Walden University, Minneapolis, Minnesota. Grady,
M. D., Levenson, J. S., Mesias, G., Kavanagh, S., & Charles, J. (2018). “I can’t talk about that”: Stigma
and fear as barriers to prevention services for minor-attracted persons. Stigma
and Health, 4(4), 400-410. https://doi.org/10.1037/sah0000154
Jahnke, S. (2018). The stigma of pedophilia: Clinical and forensic implications. The European
Psychologist, 23(2), 144-153. https://doi.org/10.1027/1016-9040/a000325
Jahnke, S., Imhoff, R., & Hoyer, J. (2015). Stigmatization of people with pedophilia; Two
comparative surveys. Archives of Sexual Behaviour, 44, 21-34. doi: 10.1007/s10508-0140312-4
Jahnke, S., Philipp, K., & Hoyer, J. (2015). Stigmatizing attitudes towards people with
pedophilia and their malleability among psychotherapists in training. Child Abuse &
Neglect, 40, 93-102. doi: 10.1016/j.chiabu.2014.07.008
Jahnke, S., Schmidt, A. F., Geradt, M., & Hoyer, J. (2015). Stigma-related stress and its correlates among
men with pedophilic sexual interests. Archives of Sexual Behavior, 44(8), 2173-2187.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-015-0503-7
Levenson, M. D., & Grady, M. D. (2018). Preventing sexual abuse: Perspectives of minorattracted persons about seeking help. Sexual Abuse, 31(8), 991-1013.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063214535819

Sarah Moss is a graduate student in the Clinical Child and Adolescent Psychology Program at the
University of Guelph. Her research interests include understanding sexual offending trajectories for
individuals who are at-risk of becoming or remaining involved in the criminal justice system in order
to prevent the onset and maintenance of sexual abuse. For example, she is examining the spectrum
of sexuality (typical to inappropriate, problematic or illegal sexual behaviour; typical and atypical
sexual interests) within fetal alcohol spectrum disorder (FASD).
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Correctional and Forensic Contexts of d/Deaf Persons Who Commit Sexual Offences:
Implications for Assessment and Treatment
Alexandra M. Zidenberg, MA
Sydney S.A Rine
Mark Olver, PhD, RD Psych
University of Saskatchewan
Despite the relatively low prevalence rate of d/Deafness in the general population, there
seems to be an overrepresentation in carceral settings particularly for sexual and, specifically,
violent sexual offences (Miller & Vernon, 2003). Overall, there is very little information available to
clinicians, researchers, and other professionals about d/Deaf persons who commit sexual offenses
(Harry, 1984; Miller & Vernon, 2003; Williamson & Grubb, 2015). The literature that does exist is
often based on small, nonrepresentative samples collected from secure forensic or clinical settings
making it difficult to draw conclusions about the broader d/Deaf sexual offending population
(Miller & Vernon, 2003; Williamson & Grubb, 2015). Despite these concerns in generalizability and
irrespective of different samples and methodologies from across the globe, there is a
disproportionate number of d/Deaf inmates who are convicted for sexual offenses compared to the
hearing prison population (Harry, 1984; Miller & Vernon, 2003).
Although research suggests that d/Deaf individuals are overrepresented among persons
who have committed sexual offences and unique challenges arise when working with such clients,
there is a relative dearth of research examining the forensic assessment and treatment of d/Deaf
individuals who have committed sexual offences. Because the barriers and challenges faced by
d/Deaf persons can lead to diminished efficacy of standard methods of forensic assessment and
treatment, this presentation aims to summarize the extant literature and highlight the implications
and considerations for delivery of services as per the risk-need-responsivity model. Research
findings suggest that special attention should be paid to issues surrounding language and literacy
and appropriate accommodations made to ensure that d/Deaf individuals are not excluded from
programming which addresses mental health and risk-relevant concerns. Recommendations to
improve delivery of forensic assessment and treatment services to d/Deaf clients will be provided.
Learning Goals:
 To explore the treatment and assessment implications for d/Deaf individuals who have
committed sexual offences.
 To discuss Deaf culture and how it may impact treatment and assessment for d/Deaf
individuals who have committed sexual offences.
 To examine best practices for the assessment and treatment of d/Deaf individuals who have
committed sexual offences based on the literature.
Alexandra Zidenberg completed a B.A. (Hons) in Forensic Psychology at The University of Ontario
Institute Technology, an M.A. in Experimental Psychology at Laurentian University, and a certificate
in American Sign Language Studies from Durham College. Currently, she is a PhD Candidate at the
University of Saskatchewan in the Applied Social Psychology program under the supervision of Dr.
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Mark Olver. Her previous research activities have focused on sexual aggression, sexual coercion,
sexuality, and alcohol facilitated sexual offending. Recently she has been examining risk factors for
the development of concerning sexual behaviour in children under 12 years of age, multiple
perpetrator sexual offences, bestiality and zoophilia, risk assessment, and populations with
disabilities.

OUR NEW REALITY: RESILIENCE & RECONNECTION

Thursday Table of Contents

2021 ATSA Conference | Thursday September 30 | POSTER
POSTER

Interdisciplinary Collaboration: Clinical Social Workers and Juvenile Justice Professionals
Alexa Tabb, LCSW, CSAYC
Indiana University School of Social Work
Treatment for adolescents who have committed a sexual offense often involves a
collaboration between treatment providers such as social workers and juvenile justice
professionals (which includes probation officers, public defenders, juvenile court judges and
others). There are currently no published studies exploring social workers’ perceptions of
interdisciplinary collaboration with juvenile justice professionals who work with adolescents
with sexual offenses.
My presentation at ATSA 2020 will focus on study findings from a secondary data
analysis to explore social workers’ perceptions of interdisciplinary collaboration with juvenile
justice professionals. Based on the findings from this secondary data analysis, I will discuss
possibilities for increasing interdisciplinary collaboration between social workers who provide
treatment for adolescents with sexual offenses and juvenile justice professionals involved in
their care. Evidence gained from this study will help identify opportunities and barriers that
impact collaboration between social workers and juvenile justice professionals that support
adolescents with sexually harmful behaviors.
This area needs more attention, as collaboration between these two parties may be
impacted by challenges related to: client confidentiality, provider liability, appropriate levels of
training, professional identity issues and perception of who the target client is (the community
versus the adolescent) and differences in beliefs about recidivism (Garfinkle, 2003; Letourneau
and Miner, 2005; McGrath, Cumming and Holt, 2002). This study will help develop a picture of
current opportunities and barriers for better collaboration, and can be used to develop systemic
changes that will lead to better outcomes for adolescent clients (Bronstein, 2002).
The secondary data analysis will be conducted using data from a study conducted with
colleagues (Stephanie Rudd, LCSW, LCAC, and Tamra Wright, MS, MPA) at the Indiana University
School of Social Work. The original study surveyed any social worker who had any interaction
with juvenile justice professionals; the secondary data analysis is focused on the subset of social
workers that provide treatment for adolescents with sexual offenses. The data was gathered via
an online survey, and includes responses from a state-specific listserv for treatment providers of
adolescents with sexually harmful behaviors as well as three state specific professional
networking groups. For the secondary data analysis, I will be exploring two research questions:

(1) What are social workers’ (who work with adolescents with sexual offenses)
perceptions of interdisciplinary collaboration with juvenile justice professionals based on the
score levels of the five domains within the Index of Interdisciplinary Collaboration (Bronstein,
2002)?
(2) Are gender, educational status (full-time or part-time), or years in the social work
field predictors of higher scores among the domains of the Index of Interdisciplinary
Collaboration?
The data analysis plan is to run descriptive statistics to summarize data about the numbers of
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social workers who identify low to high levels of interdisciplinary collaboration within the five
domains of the Index of Interdisciplinary Collaboration (Bronstein, 2002). I am also planning to
explore if gender, educational status (full-time or part-time), or years in the social work field are
predictors of higher scores among the domains of the measure. Linear multiple regression
analysis will be used to study the relationship between the scores on the measure and one or
more independent variables, such as gender, educational status, and years in the field as a social
worker.
Learning Goals:





As a result of attending this presentation, participants will be able to define
essential components of successful interdisciplinary collaboration using
Bronstein’s Index of Interdisciplinary Collaboration.
Participants will be able to discuss the study’s findings of adolescent treatment
providers perceptions of interdisciplinary collaboration with juvenile justice
professionals and make connections to their own experiences with juvenile justice
professionals.
Participants will have the ability to develop preliminary plans for increasing
interdisciplinary collaboration with juvenile justice professionals with whom they
currently interact.

References:
Bronstein, L. R. (2002). Index of interdisciplinary collaboration. (Instrument Development). Social
Work Research, 26(2), 113-127.
Erdfelder, E., Faul, F., & Buchner, A. (1996). GPOWER: A general power analysis program.
Behavior Research Methods, Instruments & Computers, 28(1), 1–11.
https://doi.org/10.3758/BF03203630
Lenth, R. V. (2001). Some practical guidelines for effective sample size determination. The
American Statistician, 55(3), 187-193.
McGrath, R. J., Cumming, G., & Holt, J. (2002). Collaboration among sex offender treatment
providers and probation and parole officers: The beliefs and behaviors of treatment
providers. Sexual Abuse: A Journal of Research and Treatment, 14(1), 49-65.
Newstrom, N. P., Miner, M., Hoefer, C., Hanson, R. K., & Robinson, B. B. E. (2018). Sex offender
supervision: communication, training, and mutual respect are necessary for effective
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collaboration between probation officers and therapists. Sexual Abuse, 31(5), 607-631.
Newton, R. R., & Rudestam, K. E. (1999). Questions about multiple regression analysis. Your
Statistical Consultant: Answers to Your Data Analysis Questions, 247-275.
Garfinkle, E. (2003). Coming of age in America: The misapplication of sex-offender registries
and community-notification laws to juveniles. California Law Review, 91, 163–208
Jones, E. C. (2013). An examination of counseling professionals/paraprofessionals attitudes
toward adolescent sexual offenders. Sage Open, 3(3), 2158244013501330.
Letourneau, E. J., & Miner, M. H. (2005). Juvenile sex offenders: A case against the legal and
clinical status quo. Sexual abuse: a journal of research and treatment, 17(3), 293-312.

Ali Tabb, LCSW, CSAY is pursuing her PhD in Social Work at Indiana University. She has worked
in adolescent mental and behavioral health for seven years and is credentialed in the state of
Indiana to provide treatment for adolescents with sexually harmful behaviors. Ali’s research
interests are centered on gaining a deeper understanding of how clinicians are currently
providing treatment for adolescents with sexually harmful behaviors, the intersection of
excessive pornography use, treatment planning and the impact of shame for adolescents with
sexually harmful behaviors.
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Paternal Caregiver Risk Factors for Juvenile Sexual Offending
Aliza Lipman, BA
Miranda Sitney, PhD
Alan Rodriguez Tiburcio, BS
Keith L. Kaufman, PhD
Portland State University
Current research suggests that paternal caregivers influence their sons’ sexually aggressive sexual
behavior through modeling abusive actions themselves and through underdeveloped and
emotionally-distant attachment styles. Furthermore, some evidence suggests that youth who
commit sexual offenses are disproportionately likely to have grown up without their biological
father present. However, to date, these multiple pathways for juvenile sexual offending have been
examined separately from one another. An integrated model may be able to provide a clearer
explanation of how juveniles’ experiences with their paternal caregivers inform their decisions to
begin engaging in sexually abusive acts. Thus, the current study aimed to understand the unique
and combined impacts of (a) exposure to the violent behavior of a father, (b) weak attachment to
paternal caregivers, and (c) being cared for by a non-biological father on sexual offending behavior
in youth. Initial results indicate that the relationship quality between father and son may be more
predictive of the son’s sexual offending behaviors than is exposure to violence or non-biological
paternal caregiving. Findings from this research will contribute to our knowledge of male
caregivers’ roles in the risk and resilience of juvenile sexual offending. Recommendations include
suggestions for focusing family therapy on the father-son relationship, creating primary prevention
interventions for youth exposed to abusive parenting, and providing additional supports for male
caregivers of young boys.
Learning Goals:
 Gain a deeper understanding of the unique and combined impacts of fathers on the sexually
abusive behaviors of their sons.
 Further unpack the impacts that various types of fathers (biological, step, custodial
grandfather) have on the sexually abusive behaviors of their sons.
 Consider therapy and intervention recommendations that focus on fathers.
Aliza Lipman, BA, is a graduate student in the Portland State University Applied Psychology
Program Community Track. Her main research interest is childhood trauma prevention and her
current research examines trauma experienced by juvenile sexual offender populations. Aliza
currently holds positions on the ATSA Prevention Committee and as Student Liaison for the Oregon
Program Evaluators Network.
Miranda Sitney, PhD, is graduate of the Applied Psychology program at Portland State University.
Her work focuses on family factors associated with sexual offending in adolescence. Specifically, her
dissertation examines the impact of fathers on the sexual offending behaviors of their sons. She is
employed as a youth policy analyst at Oregon Health Authority and holds a grant coordinator
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position on the Research and Planning Team at the Multnomah County Department of Community
Justice.
Alan Rodriguez Tiburcio is a senior undergraduate and research assistant at Portland State
University where he studies psychology with a concentration in research methods. His main
research interests are employee-firm dynamics in work environments, particularly social and
artistic work environments, and the influence of social roles in those environments.
Keith Kaufman, PhD, is a Professor in the Department of Psychology at Portland State University.
His research focuses on the prevention of sexual violence, examines etiological factors in juvenile
sex offenders, and the impact of situation prevention to improve youth safety in organizations. He is
investigating the impact of a situational prevention approach to address campus safety and
beginning work with SafeSport to enhance Olympic, Paralympic, and younger elite athletes’ safety.
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Predictive Validity of the Revised Screening Scale for Pedophilic Interests (SSPI-2)
Martina Faitakis, MSc
Saint Mary’s University
Skye Stephens, PhD, R Psych
Saint Mary’s University
Michael C. Seto, PhD, C Psych
Royal Ottawa Health Care Group
Background. The Revised Screening Scale for Pedophilic Interests (SSPI-2; Seto et al., 2017) is a
five item measure used to assess for pedohebephilia (i.e., a sexual interest in children) based on
victim characteristics in offenders who have previously committed a sexual offence against a child.
Research has found the original Screening Scale for Pedophilic Interests to be positively associated
with sexual recidivism (e.g., Seto et al., 2004; Helmus et al., 2015); however, less research has
focused on the SSPI-2. Therefore, the purpose of this study was to replicate findings by Seto,
Sandler & Freeman (2017) with a different sample of men who have previously sexually offended
against children. The study also examined whether the SSPI-2 added to the Static-99R in the
prediction of sexual recidivism. Method. Cases included 626 offenders who underwent a
sexological assessment at a sexual behaviour clinic and met the following inclusion criteria: the
offender had at least one child victim under the age of 15; they were not in custody during the
entire follow-up time and thus had the opportunity to reoffend in the community; and they had
complete data for the total SSPI-2 and Static-99R scores. The average scores on the SSPI-2 and the
Static-99R were 2.32 and 1.77, respectively. Recidivism was considered to be any charges or
convictions for new offences that occurred after the initial sexological assessment and was split into
three categories: total sexual recidivism, nonsexually violent, and non-violent offences. Results. As
expected, Cox regression analyses revealed that total SSPI-2 scores were associated with an
increased likelihood of sexual recidivism but not nonsexually violent and non-violent recidivism.
Furthermore, when the Static-99R was accounted for, the SSPI-2 did not add to the prediction of
sexual recidivism. There was a small positive association between the SSPI-2 and Static-99R, r(624)
= .34, p < .01. Discussion. Findings replicated results from Seto, Sandler & Freeman (2017) and
highlight the role of sexual interest in children in sexual recidivism. Results from this study suggest,
that although the SSPI-2 is not a risk assessment tool, higher scores on the SSPI-2 may be indicative
of increased risk for sexual recidivism.
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636-657. https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063215618375
Seto, M.C., Stephens, S., Lalumière, M. L, & Cantor, J. M. (2017). The revised screening scale for
pedophilic interests (SSPI–2): Development and criterion-related validation. Sexual Abuse: A
Journal of Research and Treatment, 29(7), 619-635.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063215612444

Martina Faitakis, BA is in the second year of the MSc. in Applied Forensic Psychology at Saint
Mary’s University in Halifax, NS. She has previously worked as a research assistant at the Integrated
Threat and Risk Assessment Centre in Edmonton, AB, coding for a large-scale research project
entitled “Optimizing Risk Assessment for Domestic Violence.” The aim of her thesis was to create
and validate a screening scale for primary hebephilic interests. Martina has broad research
interests in the areas of intimate partner violence, child sexual offending, and risk assessment.
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Reactive and Proactive Aggression in Sexual Homicide Offenders
Jonathan James, PhD
Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières
Tamsin Higgs, PhD
University of Montreal
Stephanie Langevin, PhD Candidate
University of Montreal
Over the last three decades, research on aggressive behaviour has emphasized a fundamental
distinction between reactive and proactive aggression. While it has been shown that individuals
who have used reactive aggression have grown up in adverse living environments and have
developed a personality profile characterized by a persistent tendency to experience negative
emotions (i.e., neuroticism) as well as an ongoing tendency to distrust and suspect others (i.e.,
paranoid personality disorder), individuals who have used proactive aggression have grown up
in "positive" environments and have developed a personality profile characterized by deviance
and psychopathic traits. The reactive-proactive aggression dichotomy is a valid, reliable, and
useful concept widely used in psychology and criminology but paradoxically largely ignored in
the field of sexual offending research. The objective of this study was to test whether adverse
childhood experiences (ACEs) as well as psychopathology relevant to physical and sexual
violence (psychopathy and sexual sadism) predict the type of aggression (reactive/proactive)
exhibited in the commission of a sexual homicide. Data were collated from criminal case files held
across 46 courthouses in France. Reactive sexual homicide offenders (SHO-R, n = 31) and
proactive sexual homicide offenders (SHO-P, n = 58) were compared in terms of ACEs and
psychometric measures of psychopathy (PCL: SV) and sexual sadism (SeSaS). There is high
interrater reliability for all of the measures used in this study: Reactive/Proactive dichotomy =
.76; Abusive Parents = .74; Psychopathy Checklist: Screening Version = .91; Severe Sexual Sadism
Scale = .87. The findings indicated that ACEs and PCL: SV Factor 2 were associated with reactive
aggression in the context of sexual homicide, whereas PCL: SV Factor 1 and sexual sadism were
associated to proactive aggression. This study emphasized the role of ACEs and personality traits
in the development of different types of aggression exhibited in sexual homicide and highlighted
advantages of applying mainstream psychological and criminological concepts to extreme
violence phenomena. The forensic and theoretical implications of this study will be discussed.
Learning Goals
 Become aware that there is a heterogeneity of types of aggression during the
commission of a sexual homicide.
 Develop knowledge about the developmental and psychopathological
characteristics of sexual homicide offenders.
 Emphasized that mainstream psychological and criminological concepts are useful
to explore extreme violence phenomena.
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Jonathan James is an Assistant Professor in the Department of psychology, Université du Québec à
Trois-Rivières, Canada, and a is affiliated with the Behavioral Science Unit (French Gendarmerie)
and at the International Centre for Comparative Criminology. He also works as a clinical
psychologist at Philippe-Pinel National Institute of Legal Psychiatry.
Tamsin Higgs is an Assistant Professor in the Department of psychology, University of Montréal,
Canada, and is affiliated with the International Centre for Comparative Criminology and the
research centre of the Philippe-Pinel National Institute of legal Psychiatry. She is a Registered
Forensic Practitioner Psychologist with the Health Professions Council, UK, and a member of the
Québec Order of Psychologists, Canada. Her main research interests are in the trajectories that lead
to violent and sexual offending, and risk evaluation and interventions for the perpetrators of this
type of offence.
Stéphanie Langevin is a Ph.D. candidate in the School of criminology, University of Montreal,
Canada, and is affiliated with the Research unit on Children's Psychosocial Maladjustment and the
Department of Psychology and Neuroscience at Duke University. Her work focuses on biosocial
processes involved the development and persistence of antisocial behaviors over the life-course.
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The Effect of Differing Operational Definitions on Sexual Recidivism Rates
Christopher Tyre, PhD
Wisconsin Department of Corrections
Bradley Allen, PhD, JD
Wisconsin Department of Corrections
Dawn Pflugradt, PsyD
Wisconsin School of Professional
As empirical research on sex offender recidivism continues to proliferate, there is an increasing
focus on how sexual recidivism is defined. Whereas many studies have operationalized it as a new
charge/arrest or conviction for a sexual offense(s), it is well known that these definitions
underestimate the actual rate of sexual reoffending. This study examined a sample of convicted sex
offenders (N=756) referred for an evaluation under Wisconsin’s Sexually Violent Person Law (WIS
STAT 980) who did not meet the legal criteria for commitment. The analysis included four levels
using different definitions of sexual recidivism. The first level of analysis operationalized sexual
reoffending as new arrest/charge and/or conviction as recorded in an official State of Wisconsin
database (CCAP). The second level also defined recidivism as a new arrest/charge and/or
conviction, but also included parole/probation rule violations that could have been charged as a
new sexual offense. The third level included the same elements as the first two with the addition of
reported offense paralleling/analogue behaviors. The last level of analysis explored the recidivism
rates of those offenders using the previous definitions, but who also were detected for committing a
violent offense(s) subsequent to the index sexual offense(s). The resulting recidivism rates were
7.67% for level one, 15.74% for level two, and 24.33% for level three. At level four, the recidivism
rate increased to 27.24%. Further analysis indicated that the odds of identifying sexual recidivism
when using the comprehensive level three definition was 3.87 (95% CI: 2.8 – 5.3) as compared to
using the level one definition.1 The analysis indicated that the difference between the level one and
level three rates was statistically significant at the p<0.001 level. This presentation will offer a
discussion of the implications of various operational definitions of recidivism.
Learning Goals:
 Understand the limitations inherent in measuring sexual recidivism.
 Understand the effect of various operational definitions of recidivism.
 Apply the findings to risk assessment of sexual offenders.

1

Odds Ratio (OR) is a measure of association between exposure (differing definitions) and an outcome (recidivism
rates). The OR represents the odds that an outcome will occur given a particular exposure (comprehensive
definition), compared to the odds of the outcome occurring in the absence of that exposure (restricted definition).
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Brad Allen, PhD, JD is a licensed psychologist with advanced degrees in psychology, sociology, law
and epidemiology. In addition to having extensive experience in the treatment and assessment of
sex offenders, he has an eclectic research background publishing in the areas of developmental
disabilities, gerontology and sex offenders.
Dawn Pflugradt, PsyD, is a licensed psychologist with advanced degrees in psychology, social work
and bioethics. She works in the area of sex offender assessment and treatment and is an associate
professor at the Wisconsin School of Professional Psychology where she teaches courses in
developmental psychology, personality disorders, and ethics. In addition to her years of clinical
experience, Dr. Pflugradt has published numerous articles and book chapters in the areas of
pediatrics and sex offender assessment and treatment. Dr. Pflugradt also is a certified trainer for
the STATIC-99R and STABLE-2007.
Christopher Tyre, PhD, has been employed by the Wisconsin Department of Corrections for more
than 20 years as a licensed psychologist providing treatment and performing forensic evaluations
of high risk sexual offenders. Dr. Tyre provides forensic services to District Attorneys, Attorneys
General and defense counsel on an array of forensic psychological issues. He has served as a
consulting psychologist for Marquette University performing risk assessments of violence potential
for undergraduate and graduate students. Dr. Tyre serves as a Special Consultant Psychologist for
the Suburban Critical Incident Team, working directly with the hostage negotiation unit. He also
holds a position as an adjunct professor at the Wisconsin School of Professional Psychology (WSPP)
teaching courses in correctional psychology, forensic assessment, and has served as the Chair for
multiple doctoral dissertations focused in the area of sexual offender risk assessment.
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Understanding the Good Lives Model as a Quality of Life Model for Persons With
Developmental Disabilities Who Have Sexually Offended
Emily Cauduro, BSc
Lisa Whittingham, MA
Department of Child and Youth Studies, Brock University
Persons with developmental disabilities who engage in sexual offences are often at risk of
being exposed to oppressive risk management strategies. Given the history of institutionalization
and the international changes to legislation informing the provision of services and interventions
for persons with developmental disabilities, it is important to ensure that any model of support
recognizes these developments. One model that has been proposed for evaluating the provision of
services and interventions for people with developmental disabilities is the quality of life
framework. This holistic framework recognizes the importance of inclusion, self-determination, and
empowerment as a way of providing an individualized support. Therefore, any services that are
provided to people with DD who have sexually offended need to be aligned with the domains
embedded in the quality of life framework. The Good Lives Model was developed as a holistic
strengths-based approach to offender rehabilitation. It emphasizes the importance of going beyond
risk management to ensure that individuals have access and opportunities to secure meaningful
human good (e.g., a sense of belonging and agency). The purpose of this presentation is to examine
the overlap between the quality of life framework used for people with developmental disabilities
and the Good Lives Model for offender rehabilitation and to suggest how both models constitute a
broad framework for understanding the prerequisite conditions necessary for intervention success
with persons with developmental disabilities.
Learning Goals:
By the end of the presentation, participants will have learned more about:
 The quality of life framework that informs the provision of services and interventions for
people with developmental disabilities.
 The overlap between the Good Lives Model of offender rehabilitation and quality of life
frameworks for persons with developmental disabilities.
 How this knowledge can be implemented at both an individual treatment level and a
systems policy level.
Emily Cauduro is a second year MA student in the Department of Child and Youth Studies at Brock
University. Her research interests focus on sexual offending, violent and non-violent offenders,
polygraph testing, risk assessments, mental health, and the criminal justice system. She has
experience working with a clinical sexual therapist as a co-faciliator for court mandated treatment
groups with high-risk sex offenders. She is also a full-time polygraph specialist who is accredited
with the Canadian Association of Police Polygraphers (CAPP) and the American Polygraph
Association (APA).
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Lisa Whittingham is a PhD candidate in the Department of Child and Youth Studies at Brock
University. Her research interests focus on the interactions of persons with developmental
disabilities with the criminal justice system. She is also a Board Certified Behaviour Analyst (BCBA)
and prior to starting her PhD, she worked as a behaviour consultant for adults with developmental
disabilities in the community, including individuals with complex needs such as dual diagnosis and
justice involvement.
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Using the Violence Risk Scale-Sex Offense Version (VRS-SO) With Cross-Over Domestic
Violence-Sex Offense Cases
Brenna Tindall, PsyD
Colorado Sex Offender Management Board (SOMB)
Keira C. Stockdale, PhD
Saskatoon Police Service
Mark E. Olver, PhD, RD Psych
University of Saskatchewan
During the 2019 ATSA conference, Dr. Brenna Tindall’s paper presentation regarding a much
debated topic: Is sex ever consensual in relationship where there is intimate partner violence? Dr.
Mark Olver presented on his Violence Risk Scale-Sex Offense Version (VRS-SO). The two
psychologists are joining forces – researcher and practitioner – to discuss how the VRS-SO can be
used with offenders who have a history of sex offending and domestic violence. Dr. Tindall and Dr.
Olver will discuss whether the VRS-SO can be used for cases where offenders have a sex offense
conviction and non-reported domestic violence in their history, as well as cases where the offender
has a domestic violence conviction and a non-reported sexual offense or victim “compliant”-sex is
present. They will discuss how to use the information from the VRS-SO to inform recommendations
and treatment planning. They will be presenting date from Dr. Tindall’s use of the VRS-SO in
crossover domestic violence and sex offender evaluations in the past two years.
Learning Goals:
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners will be able to determine which cases
should be utilizing the VRS-SO.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners will be able to understand how the
VRS-SO can guide recommendations in these complex cases.
 Upon completion of this educational activity, learners will be able to analyze data from the
VRS-SO’s use in evaluation to determine if it is providing useful information.
Brenna Tindall, PsyD, CAC III is a Licensed Psychologist and Certified Addiction Counselor III. She
has extensive experience evaluating and treating adult and adolescent clients who are involved
with the criminal justice system. She is a Full Operating Sex Offender Management Board (SOMB)approved Adult and Juvenile Evaluator and Therapist. She is also a Full Operating Evaluator for
Offender's with Intellectual Disabilities. Dr. Tindall is a Certified Trainer for the SOTIPS and
VASOR-2 adult sex offender risk assessments as well as a Certified Trainer of the J-SOAP-II for
juvenile sex offenders. She is also a Certified Child Contact Screen (CCS) Evaluator. Dr. Tindall is a
full operating evaluator for the Colorado Domestic Violence Offender Management Board (DVOMB).
She was recently appointed by the Attorney General in Colorado to a four year position on the
Domestic Violence Fatality Review Board.
Dr. Tindall specializes in forensic evaluations of individuals in the criminal justice system to include
psychological evaluations, insanity evaluations, mental state at the time of the offense (MSO),
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voluntary false confessions, competency evaluations, sex offense specific evaluations, domestic
violence evaluations, dual diagnosis evaluations, substance abuse evaluations, cognitive
evaluations, and Child Contact Screens.
Of particular importance to Dr. Tindall is the application of the Risk Need Responsivity Principle as
it applies to the assessment and identification of needs of offenders. Dr. Tindall has presented at
conferences and trainings for the past nine years on topics including adults sex offender risk
assessments; juvenile sex offender risk assessment instruments; cumulative career traumatic
stress/vicarious trauma; the “ins-and-outs of psychosexual evaluations;” juvenile and adult SOMB
Standards; and psychological evaluations as possible mitigation in criminal cases.
Dr. Tindall presented at the ATSA conference in 2017, 2018, and 2019; the 2018 and 2019 MASOC
conference in Massachusetts; the 2018 and 2019 ATSA/Alliance Conference; the 2019 CSOT
conferemce; and presents annually at the Colorado SOMB conference. Dr. Tindall has been accepted
to present her work in sex trafficking, as well as domestic violence-sex offense crossover cases at
the 2020 International Forensic Symposium in San Diego, California. She has also been accepted to
present her sex trafficking research at the World Conference on Research in Social Sciences in
Rome, Italy in February, 2020.
Keira C. Stockdale obtained her Ph.D. in clinical psychology from the University of Saskatchewan
and is a registered doctoral psychologist with the Saskatchewan College of Psychologists. Her
doctoral research involved a psychometric evaluation of a violence risk assessment and treatment
planning tool for youth - the Violence Risk Scale-Youth Version. Keira's clinical experiences have
included the provision of assessment and treatment services to violent and high-risk adult and
young offenders in both institutional and community settings. She is currently employed with the
Saskatoon Police Service and is an Adjunct Professor in the Department of Psychology at the
University of Saskatchewan.
Mark E. Olver PhD is Professor and Registered Doctoral Psychologist (Saskatchewan) at the
University of Saskatchewan, where he is involved in program administration, graduate and
undergraduate teaching, research, and clinical training. Prior to his academic appointment, Mark
worked as a clinical psychologist in various capacities, including providing assessment, treatment,
and consultation services to young offenders in the Saskatoon Health Region and with adult federal
offenders in the Correctional Service of Canada. Mark’s research interests include offender risk
assessment and treatment, young offenders, psychopathy, and the evaluation of therapeutic change.
He is the co-developer of the Violence Risk Scale-Sexual Offense version (VRS-SO) and he provides
training and consultation services internationally in the assessment and treatment of sexual,
violent, and psychopathic persons.
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What Can We Help You With? A Qualitative Study of the Experiences of Non-Offending Men
With a Sexual Interest in Children Leading to Their Seeking Professional Help
Laura Maria Heid, BSc
University of Potsdam, Germany
Sina Pollmann, BSc
Klaus M. Beier, Prof Dr. med, Dr. Phil
Till Amelung, Dr. med
Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin
Research on mental health and treatment needs in men with pedophilia has focused on child sexual
offenders and sexual (re-)offense risk. This research may not transfer to men with pedophilia who
never offended sexually. For example, men with pedophilia who had never offended sexually showed
no gain from a treatment program in the Dunkelfeld that was developed from programs for convicted
sexual offenders. To improve therapy for men with pedophilia who never offended sexually, we
examined their needs related to seeking professional help.
We chose a qualitative content analysis to answer the research question: “What do men with
pedophilia who have never offended sexually report about themselves in association with their
presentation in the health care system?”. The material consisted of therapists’ notes of semi
structured intake interviews that were conducted between 2005 and 2011 at a treatment program
for self-referring men with pedophilia outside the judicial system, the “Präventionsprojekt
Dunkelfeld” (PPD) at the Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin. Overall, 16 interviews of men with
pedophilia who had never offended sexually were analyzed.
We developed ten main categories in an inductive analysis of their self-reported experiences in
relation to their request for professional help: (1) negative judgement of a pedophilic sexual
preference; (2) fears related to the pedophilic sexual preference including fear of social responses to
their pedophilia and fear of sexual impulses towards children; (3) relation of the sexual preference
to the individual; (4) pedophilic interests beyond lust; (5) impairments in social functioning due to
the pedophilic interest including sexual, relationship, professional and other social functioning; (6)
psychosocial functioning influenced by pedophilia; (7) attempts to cope with the pedophilic sexual
preference including attempts to alter or end sexual interests and sexual impulses; (8) hopes and
wishes regarding the professional help; (9) problems of psychosocial functioning unrelated to the
sexual preference; and (10) developmental conditions.
From those ten categories three dominant key areas could be identified: Social impairments,
comorbid psychopathy and, most prominently, dealing with pedophilia per se. The latter involved
aspects like emotional needs towards children and others, internalization of the stigma and its impact
on self-evaluation and fear, as well as difficulties relating to the integration of the sexual preference
into the person’s self-concept. Categories reflecting internal experiences, i.e. negative judgements
and fears concerning pedophilia, coping strategies, and hopes and wishes concerning professional
help, were mentioned more often and by more individuals than categories related to behavioral
control over pedophilic impulses.
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The results suggest that research on and treatment for men with pedophilia who never offended
sexually should take into consideration mental health problems that might not relate directly to
sexual offense risk. Special attention should be given to population specific challenges arising from
dealing with the sexual preference. The reported consequences for the individual development and
psychological well-being suggest an identity-supportive therapeutic approach, for example as in the
Acceptance Commitment Therapy. A mere risk based therapeutic approach bears the risk of not
meeting the needs of this population and of reinforcing further stigmatization. Additionally, the
presence of psychosocial impairments both related and unrelated to pedophilia underlines the need
for complex therapy in this population.
Key words: pedophilia, pedophilic disorder, non-offending, mental health, professional help,
prevention.
Learning Goals
 Attendees will learn to identify possible areas of treatment with non-offending individuals
with pedophilia.
 Attendees will become aware of treatment targets in pedophilia above mere risk
management.
 Attendees will have the opportunity to discuss potentially applicable treatment strategies.
Laura Maria Heid is a master student in Clinical Psychology at the University of Potsdam
(Germany). Parallel to her studies she works as a student assistant at the Institute of Sexology and
Sexual medicine of the Charité Berlin. Currently she is working on a project on the “The impact of
implicit associations on sexual behavior in the general population” in the group of Prof. Dr. Dr. Beier
under supervision of Dr. Till Amelung.
Till Amelung is a medical doctor completing his residency in psychiatry at the Charité –
Universitätsmedizin Berlin. Clinically, he has been working as a medical doctor and a therapist with
non-offending and offending individuals with pedophilia and other paraphilias. His research
interests lie with diagnosis and treatment of disorders of sexual preference and sexual behaviors
outside the judicial system with works on both clinical and neurobiological correlates of pedophilia
and child sexual offending.
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A Structural Equation Model of Rape Myths in Juror Decision-Making
Sarah Kelleher, MSc
University of Kent
There is currently a crisis regarding sexual assault cases, with a growing justice gap
between the number of cases recorded compared to the number of cases convicted. The role of
the jury as a major influencing factor on the justice gap has been recognised for decades: “it is the
fear of what a jury will think that drives survivors not to report, police to refuse to arrest in “futile”
cases, and prosecutors to dismiss prosecutions as unwinnable” (Senate Judiciary Committee,
1993, p. 38, as cited in Lonsway and Fitzgerald, 1994). A considerable amount of research has
suggested that rape myth acceptance in jurors poses a barrier to achieving justice in sexual
assault cases (Gillen, 2019; Dinos et al., 2015; Temkin, 2010). While a wealth of studies have
linked high levels of rape myth acceptance to lower rates of guilty verdicts, to date the literature
has not provided a coherent model explaining how rape myth acceptance impacts juror decisionmaking.
In this study we tested a proposed theoretical model of how rape myth acceptance
impacts individual juror decision-making using a sample of 360 participants. Our model proposed
that judgements of credibility, responsibility and empathy, relating to victims at trial, are key
decision-making factors that mediate the relationship between rape myths factors and verdict
decisions. Participants were asked to rate these decision-making factors and provide a verdict,
following a rape trial transcript. McMahon and Farmer’s (2011) Updated-IRMA was used to
evaluate rape myth acceptance. The proposed model was evaluated using structural equation
modelling. Results indicated a strong model fit (CFI = .964, RMSEA = .066), with the strongest
pathway related to decisions about the victim’s credibility. The pathway from rape myths
claiming women often lie about rape to the verdict was mediated by these decisions around
victim credibility.
The model provides a stable theory of how jurors evaluate rape victims and ultimately
make verdict decisions in rape cases. Our findings of relationships between rape myth factors and
decision-making processes relating to a hypothetical rape trial are intuitive (e.g., beliefs that
women lie affect victim credibility decisions). However, ours is the first study to demonstrate
these relationships empirically. The key impact of this research is how it may scaffold further
research on how to disrupt the impact of rape myths on the decision-making of jurors.
Learning Goals:
 Raise awareness on the impact of rape myth acceptance in decision-making within the
criminal justice system.
 Understand the factors underlying verdict decisions and evaluations of rape victims.
 Understand a theoretical model which can inform interventions and educational
programmes to reduce biases in criminal justice decision-making.
Sarah Kelleher is a Research Student within the Centre of Research and Education in Forensic
Psychology (CORE-FP), and an Associate Lecturer for the School of Psychology at the University
of Kent. She completed her BA in Applied Psychology at University College Cork and her MSc in
Forensic Psychology at the University of York. Sarah’s primary research interests are within the
area of Forensic Psychology. In her PhD, she is exploring the impact of rape myth acceptance at
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varying stages of the criminal justice system, but especially within jury decision-making. Her first
studies have focused on creating a theoretical model of rape myth factors influence on verdict
decisions, with the ultimate aim of developing an intervention targeted toward reducing rape
myth biases in verdict decision-making and rape victim evaluations.
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Cumulative Traumatic Events as Distinguishable Risks for Youth Sexual Violence:
Trauma Symptomatology and Mitigating Effects of Positive Caregiving Styles
Jamie Yoder, PhD
Colorado State University
Adam Brown, PhD
Hunter College
Melissa D. Grady, PhD, LICSW
Catholic University of America National Catholic School of Social Service
There are strong theoretical (Grady, Levenson, & Bolder, 2016; Widom, 1989) and empirical
links (Barrett et al., 2014; Godinet et al., 2014) between early experiences of victimization and
youth violence. One specialized group of youth involved in the juvenile justice system include those
who commit sexual crimes and who also have histories marked with high rates of trauma and
adversity (Anda et al., 2010; Kenny & Wurtele, 2012; Levenson et al., 2016; Levenson & Socia,
2016). More recently, research is documenting the prevalence of cumulative trauma among youth
who commit acts of sexual violence (Levenson et al., 2017) and its impact on traumatic
symptomatology among both sexual and non-sexual offenders (Cuevas et al., 2010). Furthermore,
while there is evidence noting the relationship between childhood trauma experiences and
caregiver relational problems among youth who commit sexual crimes, in particular (Grady et al.,
2018; Grady et al., 2016), little is known about how caregiver protective factors may mitigate
trauma experiences, and in turn alter the developmental trajectories for youth who experience
trauma. Specifically, few studies have examined positive caregiver styles (PCS’s), and how they may
mitigate the effects of cumulative trauma events on trauma symptomatology. This study aims to 1)
determine relative rates of subtypes of trauma experiences, cumulative trauma experiences, trauma
symptomatology, and PCSs between youth who commit sexual and non-sexual crimes and 2)
examine how PCSs mitigate relations between cumulative traumatic experiences and trauma
symptomatology differentially between youth who commit sexual and non-sexual crimes.
This study drew upon a multi-state study of youth involved in the juvenile justice system (N
= 336) who committed sexual (n = 112) or non-sexual crimes (n = 224). Youth were given validated
measurement tools; the measures included the Childhood Trauma Questionnaire (CTQ; Bernstein et
al., 1994), Domestic Trauma Experiences (DTE; Burton et al., 2011), the Parental Caregiving Styles
Questionnaire (PSCQ; Hazan & Shaver, 1986, 1987), and the Trauma Symptom Checklist for
Children (TSCC; Briere, 1996). The items from the CTQ and DTE were dichotomized and summed to
create a total count of subtypes of abuse domains (physical, sexual, emotional abuse and neglect
and indirect forms of domestic trauma). The TSCC and PSCQ scores were averaged to create a
composite score. Independent t-tests were run between youth who commit sexual and non-sexual
crimes on all measures and results revealed, unsurprisingly, youth who commit sexual crimes had
statistically significantly higher rates of physical, sexual, emotional abuse subtypes. Youth who
committed sexual crimes also had higher cumulative trauma scores and higher mean scores of
trauma symptomatology. There were no differences between groups on maternal and paternal
positive caregiving styles (PCS). Stepwise regressions with maternal and paternal PCS entered in
the second block revealed that maternal benevolence mitigated the effects of cumulative trauma
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events on trauma symptoms only for youth who commit sexual crimes; there were no maternal or
paternal PCS mitigating effects for youth who commit non-sexual crimes.
The findings of this study have many important implications for direct practice with youth
who commit sexual crimes. It is critical that sexual violence prevention focus on primary and
secondary prevention strategies address building healthy families and communities by alleviating
stressors associated with trauma, such as poverty, discrimination, substance use, as well as food
and housing insecurity (Grady et al., 2016). Prevention approaches can utilize attachment-based
and relational treatments aimed at enhancing relationships and increasing caregiving attunement,
relational patterns, and interaction styles to build protective capacities in caregiving practices.
Learning Goals:
At the end of the presentation, the participants will be able to:
 Articulate the etiological connection between cumulative trauma experiences and youth
violence
 Describe and explain how cumulative trauma can link to multiple adverse outcomes
including differential expression of trauma symptomatology. Articulate how effects of
trauma events on trauma symptoms can be interrupted via systemic protective factors.
 Identify how parental and caregiver protective factors are largely ignored in sexual violence
research, despite how imperative they are to positive youth development. Describe how
results begin to show the relevancy of early and modifiable caregiving practices as
attenuating the impacts of trauma and pointing to integration of treatments like TF-CBT.
References
Anda, R. F., Butchart, A., Felitti, V. J., & Brown, D. W. (2010). Building a framework for global
surveillance of the public health implications of adverse childhood experiences.
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Grady, M. D., Yoder, J., & Brown, A. (2018). Childhood maltreatment experiences, attachment,
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(2017). You learn what you live: Prevalence of childhood adversity in the lives of
juveniles arrested for sexual offenses. Advances in Social Work Practice, 18(1), 313-334.
doi: 10.18060/21204
Levenson, J. S., & Socia, K. M. (2016). Adverse childhood experiences and arrest patterns in a sample
of sexual offenders. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 31(10), 1-29.
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Jamie Yoder, PhD is Associate Professor of Social Work at The School of Social Work, Colorado
State University. Dr. Yoder has practice experience working with sexually abusive youth and
victims of sexual crimes. Her research interests span etiology, prevention initiatives, and equitable
and effective intervention strategies for sexually abusive youth with a particular focus on systemic
strength-based services. Her scholarship record exemplifies her dedication to advancing theory,
practice, and policy in the delinquency and sexual abuse fields. Dr. Yoder has been a lead author and
has co-authored many peer-reviewed articles and has received extramural funding to study youth
violence in various forms. Dr. Yoder is a research member of ATSA
Adam Brown, PhD is Assistant Professor of social work at the Silberman School of Social Work at
Hunter College, City University of New York, and is a clinical affiliate at the Institute for Sexual
Wellness in Weymouth, MA. For more than ten years, Dr. Brown has been assessing and treating
child, adolescent, and adult males with problem sexual behaviors. His research aim is sexual abuse
prevention, with a focus on youth and young adults who have sexually harmed. He presents his
research multiple times annually at social science conferences and agencies that serve these
populations. He is author or coauthor of multiple journal articles, most recently in Youth, Violence,
and Juvenile Justice and Sexual Abuse. He is a clinical and research member of ATSA. Dr. Brown
maintains a private practice in New York City.
Melissa D. Grady, PhD is Associate Professor of Social Work at the National Catholic School of
Social Service at Catholic University in Washington DC where she teaches clinical practice and
theory, research, and human development. She has clinical experience working with adolescents
who have been convicted of sexual crimes and their families. In addition, she conducts research on
sexual violence prevention, specifically on sexual offenders and on evidence-based practice. She
has numerous peer review publications and has presented at international, national, and local
conferences on sexual offending. She is a research member of ATSA. In addition, she maintains a
psychotherapy private practice in Washington DC.
Rebecca Dillard, MSW, PhD candidate
Rebecca Dillard is a doctoral candidate at The Ohio State University in the College of Social Work. In
her undergraduate career, Rebecca worked as a research assistant at a program providing
collaborative community sexual offender treatment services for court referred juveniles, and her
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responsibilities involved assessment of incoming clients and their families, and evaluation of
program service delivery. Rebecca currently works as a research associate, and her research
interests include intervention and prevention services for adolescents who engage in sexually
abusive behaviors, childhood experiences of trauma and maltreatment as they relate to subsequent
juvenile justice involvement, and developmental antecedents of sexualized behavior problems in
youth. Rebecca was the recipient of ATSA’s 2018 Pre-doctoral Research Grant, which has helped to
fund a study of hers titled Maltreatment, Emotional Responses to Abuse, and Trauma among
Adolescents Engaging in Sexual or non-Sexual Delinquency.
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Effectiveness of Sexual Offender Prevention Policies from a Community Sample’s Perspective
Kristin Mahan, MA
East Tennessee State University
Current policies for individuals convicted of sexual offenses reentering the community tend
to be based on instinctual fear of them rather than empirical evidence on effectiveness or
desistance factors. In the current study, we sought to assess whether public perception on
prevention policy could be altered with exposure to empirical evidence on desistance using an
American community sample. We found the scenario characteristics had no effect on perceived
effectiveness of prevention strategies. However, those in the experimental (desistance) group rated
aging of the offender, entering a healthy marriage, and educational opportunities as more effective
prevention measures than the control group. Furthermore, participants with high authoritarian
scores predicted higher perceived effectiveness of desistance strategies, likely because a number of
those strategies are consistent with conservative values (e.g., marriage, joining the military). This
study adds to the literature for improving prevention policies and informing the public. We did not
find the “sexual offender myth” to be a relevant factor in this study, but found that laypersons may
be receptive to desistance strategy research and perhaps supportive of policy changes if provided
with empirically-based information.
Learning Goals
 Participants will be able to identify and describe current prevention strategies and policies
 Participants will be able to identify and describe factors that contribute to long-term
desistance from sexual offending.
 Participants will be able to describe the impact of desistance education on perceptions of
policy effectiveness.
 Participants will be able to describe the influence of individual differences on perception of
prevention strategies.
 Participants will be able to identify what prevention factors are perceived by the public to
be most effective.
 Attendees will be able to identify and describe potential methodologies for educating the
public on desistance research and its effectiveness.
Kristin Mahan is currently a Clinical Psychology PhD student working with Dr. Jill Stinson at East
Tennessee State University. She previously worked with Dr. Alejandro Leguízamo at Roger Williams
University and obtained her M.A. in Forensic and Legal Psychology. Her research interests include
sexual offense prevention, juvenile sexual offending, and adverse childhood experiences. Kristin
was formerly employed at Bradley Hospital in Rhode Island where she worked to reintegrate
children who had experienced traumatic events back into their homes to live safely with their
family members. Kristin hopes to continue researching sexual offender etiology, juvenile offenders,
and public policy to enhance prevention methods.
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Alejandro Leguízamo has been active in the sex offender field for more than two decades as a
researcher, clinician, and evaluator. He is a former Clinical Director of the Sex Offender Treatment
Program at the Massachusetts Treatment Center, where he also provided treatment to Spanishspeaking inmates and civilly committed men. He is currently a Professor of Psychology at Roger
Williams University in Rhode Island. In addition to his academic work, he conducts evaluations and
specialized treatment for the Massachusetts Department of Youth Services. His current research
focuses on multicultural factors in sex offending and on predictors of psychological well-being in
diverse community samples. He currently serves as the Education and Training member in ATSA’s
Executive Board. Dr. Leguízamo regularly presents at regional and national conferences.
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Navigating Virtual Platforms to Provide Socio-Sexual Education Groups for Persons With
Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities
Crystal Seaton, SSW
Megan Sisson, BSocSc
Michael Cleary, MA, RSW
Mackenzie Health-Centre for Behaviour Health Sciences
In a time when we truly rely on virtual connection, providing socio-sexual education in a group
format for Persons with Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities (ID/DD) using online platforms has
required us to re-tool. While adaptation is a central component of promoting educational
engagement for persons who have ID/DD (Ramage 2015), endeavoring to provide laudable service
using online formats has presented us with a steep learning curve. The Program for The
Assessment and Treatment for Healthy Sexuality (P.A.T.H.S.) at Mackenzie Health in Ontario,
Canada has often incorporated socio-sexual education groups as a primary means to provide
“education-as-prevention” alongside the provision of assessment and treatment for individuals
with ID/DD who present with a risk of perpetrating and/or becoming victims of sexual abuse.
It is our aim to unpack our post-COVID navigational experience of running socio-sexual education
in a “learn-as-we-go” environment while striving to engage the participants and deliver felt support
by promoting generalizable knowledge and skills. Attendees of this session can expect to receive a
brief introduction about the services P.A.T.H.S. provides, how the virtual intake process is managed
to determine suitability of services for potential group participants, and which pre/post knowledge
measures are employed to better gauge learning needs and individual responses to educational
interventions.
While reviewing the group curricula, the presenters will provide an array of samples and examples
of multimedia resources which are used to promote educational engagement and virtual participant
interaction. Much of this session will center around sharing our collective experiences with
providing and trialing technology resources to the participants and their mediators, navigating the
balance between providing support while promoting privacy across environments, considering the
pros and cons of virtual groups, and sharing some of the limitations, revelations and potential
research ideas related to virtual socio-sexual education.
Learning Goals:
1) To provide an informative overview of the beneficial and complementary role which sociosexual education groups play within the umbrella of service provision at the P.A.T.H.S
program.
2) To exemplify in a comprehensive, yet clear manner how P.A.T.H.S clinicians have “re-tooled”
to adapt to a post-COVID model of service provision.
3) To promote a generative, post-session discussion and resource sharing session with the
attendees.
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Reference
Ramage, K. (2015). Sexual health Education for Adolescent with Disabilities: A Literature Review.
Saskatchewan Prevention Institute
Crystal Seaton is a registered social service worker. She has been employed with Mackenzie Health
for 15 years started with a role in the Intensive Behavioural Intervention (IBI) program providing
intensive behaviour intervention for children diagnosed with Autism. She has worked as a behaviour
consultant with the Program for the Assessment and Treatment of Healthy Sexuality (PATHS) for the
past seven years. Part of her responsibility includes facilitating healthy sexuality groups for
children/youth and adults who are on the service waiting list. With the emergence of the pandemic,
she has worked to revise the group format to make it accessible in a virtual forum. She has also cofacilitated the Let’s Socialize Group for youth diagnosed with Autism in Partnership with a
community partner agency.
Megan Sisson has been employed at Mackenzie Health for six years. She began her work there in the
Intensive Behaviour Intervention program, providing intensive therapy to children diagnosed with
Autism Spectrum Disorder. Over the past two years her position is within the Program for the
Assessment and Treatment from Healthy Sexuality (P.A.T.H.S.) As part of her role as a Behaviour
Technician in this clinic she facilitates the Let’s Socialize Group. Let’s Socialize is a social skills and
healthy sexuality group provided in partnership with a community developmental support agency
called Empower Simcoe. This group is open to youth diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder.
Megan has also recently started co-facilitating an Adapted Dialectical Behaviour Therapy Group for
persons with a dual diagnosis. With the current pandemic limitations, both of these groups have been
successfully shifted to an online format.
Michael Cleary has worked in the developmental services sector since 1999, providing assessment,
treatment and psychoeducation to individuals with dual-diagnosis who have engaged in concerning
sexual behaviours. He has worked with the Program for the Assessment and Treatment for Healthy
Sexuality (P.A.T.H.S) at Mackenzie Health for the past four years and has welcomed the opportunity
to participate in the development and facilitation of community-based, socio-sexual education
groups.
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Preliminary Results From a Collaborative Project Between Police and Forensic Psychiatry in
Treatment and Investigation of Persons That Use Child Sexual Exploitation Material
Svein Oeverland, Cand Psychol
Kirsten Rasmussen, Professor Emerita
NTNU University - Institute of psychology
Both researchers and law enforcement worldwide have documented rises in the scale and impact of
online sex offending, including the use of child sexual exploitation material (CSEM) (Brennan et al.,
2019). This presents challenges for the Polices ability to investigate the vast numbers of cases. Also,
it has spurred a discussion whether online sexual offenders differ from contact sexual offenders
(Babchishin et al., 2014). Lastly, there are few studies that examine the effectiveness of treatment
programs for CSEM offenders (Babchishin et al., 2018).
On this background, - the Police, University and the department of forensic psychiatry in
Trondheim formed an alliance with the aim of developing a more effective collaboration for
research and clinical adaption of research in the area of internet-based sexual offending (SOBI).
Project Proteus is part of this collaborative effort. The police will do a "knock and talk" when they
detect the use of CSEM in specific IP-addresses. If they decide that arrest and custody is not
necessary, they will recommend the person to participate in treatment with the aim of reducing risk
for new internet-based offences and prevent contact offences (Proteus). The Police will in many
cases transport the participants to the Proteus team the same day for more information or for the
beginning of treatment.
The research part of Proteus aims to describe psychological and demographic characteristics of
persons charged for and admitting use of CSEM. The study is based upon interviewing of
demographic factors, psychological assessment, risk assessment, personality testing and
measurement of sexual interest. The rate of reconviction will be measured three years after
completing the treatment.
The study consists of data from 50 persons who accepted the invitation to participate in treatment
and 50 persons who declined the invitation but have accepted to be interviewed. The participants
spouses/next of kin are invited to participate in part of the treatment.
The treatment is based on Dialectical Behavior Therapy and consists of modules that research has
shown is risk relevant. Preliminary results will be presented in the poster presentation with the
focus upon demographic and psychological characteristics of the participants, the ratings of
perceived alliance with the therapist and the innovative potential of a close collaboration between
Police and Research.
Learning Goals:
 Information about innovative ways for collaboration between Police, forensic psychiatry
and researchers
 Demographic and psychological characteristics of persons using CSEM
 Rating of participants and their partners of the alliance in treatment
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Svein Oeverland is the head of the National unit for forensic expertise in Norway and advisor for
the regional and national police. The project is part of his PhD-project regarding investigation and
effect of treatment of persons who use CSEM.
Kirsten Rasmussen is professor Emerita, forensic psychologist and member of the national board
of forensic committee. She has published extensively in the area of forensic and prison psychology
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Team Resilience During Team Development Working With Persons Who Committed
Sexual Offenses
Sara Mulholland, EdD
Colorado DHS
The purpose of this qualitative descriptive study was to explore how members of a
treatment team described the influence, if any, of team development on team resilience in
the presence of secondary trauma while working with persons who had committed sexual
offenses in Colorado. The conceptual framework for this study consisted of Tuckman’s
model of small group development and team resilience theory. The primary research
question was as follows: How did treatment team members describe the influence, if any, of
treatment team development - forming, storming, norming, and performing – on team
resilience in the presence of secondary trauma while working with persons who had
committed sexual offenses? Five subordinate research questions were derived from the
conceptual framework to ensure all aspects of the overarching research question were
addressed. The sample consisted of 13 members of a multidisciplinary community-based
treatment team working with persons who had committed sexual offenses. Data collection
included surveys, followed by group discussions and interviews. Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics and thematic analysis. Identified themes included connection as the
foundation of team resilience, leadership creates resilience or trauma, arousal as a catalyst
for avoidance and intrusiveness, forming and norming as the most resilient stages, storming
as the primary trauma stage, and performing and complacency. Recommendations for
future research regarding team resilience in the presence of secondary trauma were
presented.
Learning Goals:
 Identify research gap related to team resilience when working with persons who
committed sexual offenses
 Understand interaction of team resilience and secondary trauma
 Understand how team resilience components and secondary traumatic stress
symptoms appear at various stages of team development
 Apply research conclusions to practice settings
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Sara Mulholland, EdD, LPC, SOMB Full Provider, SOMB Clinical Supervisor
Sara Mulholland has been a Licensed Professional Counselor since 2011, practicing in
various aspects of the treatment of persons who have committed sexual offenses for 7 years
in the states of Missouri, Minnesota, and Colorado. She has been an instructor in the
Colorado DOC and independently provides training for various professional agencies. She is
a Colorado SOMB adult full operating level treatment provider and SOMB Clinical
Supervisor. She currently practices in Colorado DHS, using behavior modification working
with adults with ID/DD diagnoses. She frequently addresses team dynamics,
countertransference, transference, and boundary issues when supervising other clinicians
and giving trainings. She holds an EdD in Organizational Leadership, Behavioral Health
focus. Her dissertation focused on development of team resilience in the presence of
secondary trauma.
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The Pandemic: It’s Impact on Us and Self-Care. A Review of Survey Data
Janet DiGiorgio-Miller, PhD
Private Practice
Amanda Pryor, MSW, LCSW, CSAYC
IN-AJSOP
Alexa Tabb, LCSW, CSAYC
Breyta Counseling
This pandemic has created an interesting predicament for those who provide services to our
disenfranchised population. As if the stress of our work is not enough, this is the first time in our
lifetimes we are dealing with the same trauma and triggers as our clients while still trying to assist
them with the issues that brought them into treatment. We are having to manage our own reactions
to the pandemic as well as manage our clients (and families) reactions as well. It is definitely a lot.
This workshop will address how the pandemic has impacted us thus far; emotionally, physically,
and socially/environmentally. Survey results from ATSA members throughout the world will be
presented and discussed. These survey will highlight how we are impacted and how we are best
coping. Self-Care techniques will also be presented.
The aim is to find solidarity, comfort, and the best strategies to assist us. In this historical time we
need to gather our resources, support one another as well as take care of ourselves.
Learning Goals:
 To better understand how the pandemic has impacted those who work with sexual
offenders.
 To connect with others via their common experiences and learn how others coping.
 To share self-care techniques and learn new tools including mindfulness and mediation.
Dr. Janet DiGiorgio-Miller is a licensed psychologist in private practice in New Jersey. She
conducts evaluations and treatment for sex offenders. She has over thirty years of clinical
experience in working with adolesents and families. She has been a frequent presenter both locally
and nationally on various topics including; reunification, relationship issues and mindfulness.
Dr. DiGiorgio-Miller is a Representive At Large on the national ATSA Board of Directors. She is also
on the Ethics and Juvenile Committees with National ATSA.
Dr. DiGiorgio-Miller was past president and secretary of the New Jersey Chapter of The Association
for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers,(NJATSA) and has served on the board for many years.
Dr. DiGiorgio-Miller has publications in the field of sexual offending including research on
emotional variables and deviant sexual fantasies in adolescent sex offenders. Dr. DiGiorgio-Miller
also has publications regarding mindfulness and sexual offending. She published a self-help book
for young adults called “A Great Relationship & Then Some.”
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Amanda Pryor, MSW, LCSW, CSAYC is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker with over thirteen years
of experience. Her experiences include psychosexual risk assessments, outpatient, and residential
treatment. Her specialty is working with adolescent sexually maladaptive behavior. She is the
Director and is credentialed with IN-AJSOP, Indiana’s Initiative to Advance the Treatment of
Sexually Maladaptive Youth. She provides training for clinicians in the process of obtaining
credentialing through IN-AJSOP.
Ali Tabb is a practicing clinician in Indianapolis, IN as well as a doctoral student at the Indiana
University School of Social Work. She has collaborated with adolescents (and their families) in
treatment for sexually harmful behaviors since 2016. Ali's research interests are around clinician
conceptualization of pornography use as a risk factor for adolescent sexual offending and reoffending, and she has also been able to collaborate on a number of other research projects that are
related to mental health treatment, the justice system and interdisciplinary collaboration.
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The Role of Trauma in the Relationships Between Childhood Maltreatment and Sexual and
Non-Sexual Delinquency
Rebecca Dillard, PhD
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
Maltreatment is a risk factor for both sexual and non-sexual delinquency (Levenson, Willis,
& Prescott, 2016; Seto & Lalumière, 2010). Little is known about how specific forms of
maltreatment relate to the different offending behavioral outcomes. Further, though trauma
symptoms have been associated with maltreatment (Scott, Wolfe, & Wekerle, 2003) and
delinquency (Becker & Kerig, 2011), mediation pathways from maltreatment to offending
behaviors considering the role of trauma have not been extensively explored. The goal of the
current study was to test social learning (Bandura, 1986; Burton & Meezan, 2004) and general
strain theory (Agnew, 1992) explanations for delinquent and sexually abusive behavior in
adolescence against one another, exploring trauma symptoms as a mediator between the four
major types of maltreatment and the offending behaviors of interest.
Data were collected via paper and pencil surveys from 136 incarcerated youth at 7
residential treatment and community corrections facilities in a Midwestern state. Confirmatory
factor analysis was used to establish a measurement model of the latent constructs of interest, and
structural equation modeling was employed to test direct and indirect pathways from
maltreatment to offending behaviors.
All forms of maltreatment (i.e., physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse, neglect) were
significantly and positively correlated with each other. Individual forms of maltreatment had
differential relationships with offending outcomes, with neglect experiences predicting general
delinquent offending behavior (.623(.220), p = .005), and sexual abuse experiences predicting
sexually abusive offending behavior (.514(.119), p < .001). Trauma symptomology did not mediate
these relationships, lending support to the social learning theory explanation and against
hypotheses guided by general strain theory. One possible explanation for why more of the
anticipated direct and indirect effects were not observed could be due to the high levels of
maltreatment experience and trauma symptoms present in the entire sample. Out of 136 youth
participants, 120 (89.24%) reported some level of trauma symptomology, and only 5 (3.67%)
youth did not disclose any maltreatment history. The higher than average maltreatment and
trauma rates could have prevented an effect from being detected with a sample of moderate size.
Race was only related to emotional abuse experiences, with White youth being more likely
to disclose a history of emotional abuse compared with Black/African American youth. Female
youth were at higher risk than their male counterparts for all forms of maltreatment except
physical abuse; female youth were also less likely to disclose engaging in sexual offending
behaviors, though no sex differences were observed related to general delinquent offending.
Domestic hardship was related to all forms of maltreatment, indicating that pervasive economic and
household stability may increase risk for childhood maltreatment. Duration of incarceration was
related to physical, sexual, and emotional abuse. This may be because youth who have experienced
maltreatment or polyvictimization are more likely to be given long sentences (Mallett, StoddardDare, & Seck, 2011).
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Future research should explore the use of proxy measures to account for the developmental
facets of trauma symptomology that may not be captured in traditional measures. Longitudinal
study should also be pursued to eliminate recall bias, follow youth naturalistically, and to examine
causal relationships between types of maltreatment and delinquency outcomes.
Decarceration of youth should be adopted to allow for community-based interventions that
incorporate environmental concerns in the treatment response, while reducing the likelihood that
youth will face further abuses due to their heightened vulnerability in secure settings.
Learning Goals :
 After the presentation, participants will have a better understanding of how maltreatment
and trauma are related to juvenile delinquency, and gaps in our understanding of how types
of maltreatment relate to types of offending.
 After the presentation, participants will be able to describe the methods used to test
different theoretical explanations for offending behavior against one another.
 After the presentation, participants will be able to identify the salient pathways from types
of maltreatment in childhood to juvenile sexual and non-sexual offending outcomes.
References
Agnew, R. (1992). Foundation for a general strain theory of crime and delinquency. Criminology 30:
47-87.
Bandura, A. (1986). Social foundations of thought and action: A social cognitive theory. Englewood
Cliffs, NJ, US: Prentice-Hall, Inc.
Burton, D. L., & Meezan, W. (2004). Revisiting recent research on social learning theory as an
etiological proposition for sexually abusive male adolescents. The Journal of Evidence Based
Social Work, 1, 41-81.
Becker, S. P., & Kerig, P. K. (2011). Posttraumatic stress symptoms are associated with the
frequency and severity of delinquency among detained boys. Journal of Clinical Child &
Adolescent Psychology, 40(5), 765-771.
Levenson, J. S., Willis, G. M., & Prescott, D. S. (2016). Adverse childhood experiences in the lives of
male sex offenders: Implications for trauma-informed care. Sexual Abuse: A Journal of
Research and Treatment, 28(4), 340-359.
Scott, K. L., Wolfe, D. A., & Wekerle, C. (2003). Maltreatment and trauma: Tracking the connections
in adolescence. Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Clinics, 12(2), 211-230.
Seto, M. C., & Lalumière, M. L. (2010). What is so special about male adolescent sexual offending? A
review and test of explanations through meta-analysis. Psychological Bulletin, 136(4), 526.
Rebecca L. Dillard, MSW, PhD, is an assistant professor of Social Work at the University of Nevada,
Las Vegas. Rebecca graduated Summa Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Science in Psychology &
Sociology and a Certificate in the Helping Professions from the University of Pittsburgh in 2015.
Rebecca completed her Master of Social Work with a specialization in Child & Youth Services at The
Ohio State University in 2017. Rebecca completed her PhD in Social Work at The Ohio State
University in 2020 after defending her dissertation entitled Maltreatment, Emotional Responses to
Abuse, and Trauma Among Adolescents Engaging in Sexual or Non-Sexual Delinquency. Rebecca’s
dissertation received funding through the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers Predoctoral Research Grant. Rebecca’s research explores developmental antecedents to juvenile
delinquency behaviors, the role of childhood maltreatment victimization and trauma in the etiology
of adolescent offending, and risk factors that differentiate youth who commit general delinquent
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offenses from youth who engage in sexually abusive behaviors. Rebecca will continue researching
the safety and victimization experiences of juvenile justice involved youth, and hopes to help shape
policy to inform the implementation of developmentally responsive juvenile justice practices.
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The Use of Fantasy and Fictional Sexual Outlets and Offending Behavior Among MAPs: What
Do We Need To Know?
Gilian Tenbergen, PhD
State University of New York at Oswego
Jeremy Malcolm, PhD, LLB (Hons)
Prostasia Foundation
Background and Aim:
Do fantasy outlets increase overall levels of child sexual abuse by stimulating unhealthy
attitudes towards offending within the general population, or do they have a preventative effect by
acting as a safe outlet for those who already have sexual feelings towards minors? What exactly are
“fictional” or “fantasy” sexual outlets? How are they used and by whom within the Minor Attracted
Person (MAP) population?
Child Sexual Abuse Imagery use is a known risk factor for recidivistic contact and moreso
non-contact offending (Eke, Seto, & Williams, 2011; Ray, Kimonis, & Seto, 2013; Seto, Hanson, &
Babchishin, 2011; Seto, Wood, Babchishin, & Flynn, 2012), however we still know very little about
how fantasy and fictional outlets – i.e. those that do not depict real situations of child sexual abuse may influence behavior and whether there may be risk or protective mechanisms for MAPs who use
them.
Previous research by Harper and Lievesley (2020) provides an idea of who might be likely
to use sex dolls (a form of fictional sexual outlet) and sets guidance for relevant research questions
in this arena. Other such sexual outlets that may fall within the scope of this investigation include
fiction, drawings, cartoons, computer renderings and animations, and sexual roleplay. The legal
status of these outlets differ both within and across jurisdictions, with some being clearly legal, and
others falling into a “grey area” or being directly criminalized under child pornography, obscenity,
or customs laws. The legal status of outlets also affects how service providers advise MAP clients on
their use, which in turn impacts their relationship with MAP communities in which the use of such
outlets is normative.
The purpose of this poster is to introduce a new collaborative initiative between the State
University of New York at Oswego (under Dr. Gilian Tenbergen) and Prostasia Foundation (under
Dr. Jeremy Malcolm), which seeks to establish a new research paradigm into fantasy and fictional
sexual outlets on offending behaviors in the MAP population. This multi-year project will provide
results to help inform clinical treatment, policy decisions, and research initiatives into the MAP
population. Project 1, which will run for the first year, will answer questions relating to who uses
what material, when, why, and how – under what circumstances. This poster will provide initial
data on Project 1 from the first sample of participants. It is our goal to introduce our collaborative
initiative and provide conference attendees with data and direction for how to address the debate
over fiction and fantasy outlets in their own communities.
Learning Goals:
 After reading this poster, the reader will:
 Understand what is meant with the terms “fantasy” or “fictional” sexual outlets.
 Identify examples of fantasy and fictional sexual outlets.
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Understand the legal debate surrounding fictional and fantasy sexual outlets on clinical
research efforts.
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