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Many jurisdictions have implemented supervision strategies that align with the RiskNeeds-Responsivity (RNR) model. Because of the stigma and public scrutiny around
individuals convicted of sexual crimes, it is not always clear how to effectively use RNR to
guide supervision decisions with this population. This presentation will address specific
concerns regarding the supervision of individuals convicted of sexual crimes, discuss
current research on best practices, and describe specific application of this research to
daily practice. The importance of multi-disciplinary collaboration in sexual abuse specific
management will be discussed, as well as the interplay between treatment providers and
community supervision professionals with a focus on strategies and tools for reinforcing
skill development in these areas.
Learning Goals:
 Participants will be able to list the primary components of the Risk-NeedsResponsivity Model.
 Participants will be able to identify how RNR can assist with maximizing
supervision practices and client success.
 Participants will be able to list options for the assessment of both static and dynamic
risk, criminogenic needs and responsivity factors.
 Participants will identify two strategies to use with multidisciplinary teams in order
to determine best practice.
Valerie Gonsalves, Ph.D. is the Psychologist Manager for the Department of CorrectionsDivision of Community Corrections for the State of Wisconsin. She earned her BA in 2004
from Creighton University, received a Master’s of Legal Studies in 2009 from the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln and received her PhD in Clinical Psychology with a forensic
specialization from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 2010. Dr. Gonsalves has spent her
career working with individuals involved in the criminal justice system. She specializes in
working with individuals with significant personality disruptions and those who are
resistant to participating in treatment. Dr. Gonsalves worked as a Treatment Provider for
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Sand Ridge Secure Treatment Center for four years during which time she oversaw the
implementation of Dialectical Behavior Therapy. She completed the Intensive DBT training
offered by Behavioral Tech, LLC. Further, she assisted in the development and
implementation of programs designed to improve the treatment engagement of treatment
resistant sex offenders. In her current role, Dr. Gonsalves serves as a member of the
Evidence-Based Decision Making team for the Department of Corrections, which seeks to
bring research-based practices to community supervision. She serves as a Board Member
of the Wisconsin ATSA chapter.
Katherine “Katie” Gotch MA, LPC, ATSAF earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology from
Boston University and a master’s degree in forensic psychology from the University of
Denver. She has worked in the field of sexual abuse prevention since 2000 as a clinician,
evaluator, trainer, educator, and in legislative/policy development. She currently
maintains a private practice, Integrated Clinical & Correctional Services, which provides
specialized clinical and consultation services related to adults with sexual behavior
problems and other forms of abusive/violent behavior. She is a Clinical Member & Public
Policy Executive Board Member – ATSA and Board Member & Public Policy Action Team
Co-Chair – NPEIV. She frequently provides training to correctional agencies, treatment
providers, policy makers, and other community partners on sexual offense specific
management and treatment, static and dynamic risk, incorporation of the
risk/need/responsivity principles into practice, public policy, public engagement, and
related topics. She is a certified Static-99R/STABLE & ACUTE-2007 trainer.

