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This study investigated differences in recidivism risk factors and traits associated with 

psychopathy among 3 groups of male adolescent sexual offenders (N = 156): offenders against 

children, offenders against peers or adults, and mixed type offenders. Furthermore, those same 

variables were examined for their association with sexual and nonsexual recidivism and the 3 

groups were compared for differences in rates of recidivism. Based upon both juvenile and adult 

recidivism data, 6.4% of the sample reoffended sexually and 30.1% reoffended nonsexually. 

Retrospective risk assessments were completed using the Juvenile Sex Offender Assessment 

Protocol-II (JSOAP-II) and the Psychopathy Checklist:Youth Version (PCL:YV). Comparisons 

of the 3 preexisting groups for differences on scale and factor scores were conducted using 

analyses of variance (ANOVAs). Differences among groups for recidivism were measured using 

survival curve analysis. Associations between risk scales and recidivism were measured using 

Cox regression analyses. Results suggest significant differences among the 3 offender groups on 

multiple scales of the JSOAP-II and PCL:YV, with mixed type offenders consistently producing 

higher risk scores as compared to those who exclusively offend against children or peers/adults.  

The Impulsive/Antisocial Behavior scale of the JSOAP-II and the Interpersonal and Antisocial 

factors of the PCL:YV were significant predictors of sexual recidivism. The Behavioral and 

Antisocial factors of the PCL:YV were significant predictors of nonsexual recidivism. Results 

supported previous research indicating that most adolescents who sexually offend do not 

continue offending into adulthood. Such results can lead to improved treatment by targeting 

specific risk factors for intervention and better use of risk management resources in the 

community, while preserving the most restrictive treatment options for the highest risk offenders. 
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